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Town of Benton

1279 Clinton Ave.

Benton, ME  04901

Public Hearing Minutes

Monday, September 14, 2009

7:00 PM, Benton Town Office

1.  Public Notice: Auto Junkyard Hearing.    For renewal of permits for the following junkyards:  Dan Witham on the Richards Road.  Tom Clifford on the Unity Road.  Gary Bulger off the Unity Road.  Public Hearing for the applications will be on Monday September 14, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. at the Benton Town Office.    Those present were Mark Brown, Ryan Liberty and Kim Cormier.  Mr. Brown opened the hearing.  Mr. Brown said all permits were submitted.  There were no comments.  Mr. Brown closed the hearing at 7:01 PM.
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

Monday, September 14, 2009
After 7:00 PM, Benton Town Office

1.  Pledge of Allegiance.    Mr. Brown led attendees in the Pledge.  
2.  Junkyard Renewals.  Mr. Brown said the cost is $50 per permit.  The ad cost $27.17.  The total cost for renewal is $59.05.  Mr. Brown moved to accept the renewals.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.    
3.  Secretary Report.   Mr. Cormier moved to accept the minutes of the August 10th meeting.   Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.    

4.   Citizen Concerns.  Jim Bowman commented on the Time-Warner cable contract with the Town of Benton.  Mr. Bowman said he asked for a senior discount and Time-Warner told him that Benton would have to negotiate that.  Mr. Brown said he’d look into it.  John Murphy said the meeting minutes are not on the website.  Mr. Brown said the agenda was posted on Tuesday and Pat Turlo was going to put the agenda on the website.  There was discussion about when the Library Committee meets which is the last Wednesday of the month.  Ms. Cormier said she would check the website tomorrow.  Mr. Murphy said a lot of things happen that could be put on the web such as with the transformer on Spencer Road.  Mr. Murphy said there was nothing in the paper about the public hearing but others said they saw the information in the newspaper.  The CEO said it was under “Today’s Events” twice.  Rep. Ken Fletcher was present, and Mr. Brown said Rep. Fletcher’s letter was posted.  Rep. Fletcher said the excise tax item on the November ballot is a big concern.  The Neck Road is still on schedule.  Ron Hood’s cousin from Portage was present to see how a Selectmen’s meeting is run in Benton.                            

5.   Road Commissioner’s Report.   Ken. Dudley said he was down on “the trail.”  He’s going to ‘Dig Safe’ the road and get in contact with Len Poulin.  Mr. Dudley said there was digging to do on the Bog Road.  Mr. Dudley said he got a call from someone who bought a piece of land and he’s having a problem with “Bessey.”  The caller is looking for a different way in to his property.  Mr. Dudley said he didn’t have the Map and Lot number.  Mr. Liberty suggested using Google-Earth.  There was a comment that the lot is in Clinton.  The CEO said he spoke to the gentleman in Clinton.  Mr. Dudley says Dig-Safe normally takes three days.  Mr. Brown said there was a plan sent to the Town that has information about the Neck Road project.  Mr. Brown said there’s also information about the location of telephone poles.  There was discussion about the poles.  Mr. Brown asked about winter sand.  Mr. Dudley said he would re-do the estimate for the amount of sand left in the shed.  Mr. Dudley said the original amount should still be put up.  Mr. Brown agreed.  Mr. Brown said there’s a work zone workshop and he provided the information to Mr. Dudley.  
6.  Alewives Road Construction.   Mr. Brown the deed has been recorded.  The CEO said the deed is on file.  Mr. Brown said the attorney fee was $414.80.   Mr. Murphy asked if there were any permits to get, especially regarding traffic.  Mr. Brown said  the DOT permit was issued.  Mr. Murphy said there has to be concern if the speed limit is 50 miles per hour.  Mr. Liberty said the issue has been discussed at hearings and at meetings.  Mr. Murphy asked if the CEO’s codes were ‘up to the State codes.”  Mr. Dudley said the State has issued the permit and the State was aware of the speed limit on that section of Clinton Avenue.  Mr. Murphy asked about ‘insurance.’  Mr. Brown said the Town has done what’s required.  
7.  Hazardous Waste Drop Off Day – October 17.   Mr. Brown said the date is set.  This year ‘they’ will be taking computers and TVs.  Mr. Liberty suggested taking the hard drive out of any computers before taking them to be disposed of.  Medications are accepted, too.  October 3rd is the Clinton Transfer Station Clean-Up Day, not the 4th as was in the newspaper.
8.  CMP Hearing.   The hearing was last Tuesday.  Mr. Brown said he was ‘served’ with papers about an hour before the meeting about providing legal counsel.  Mr. Brown said that as he said at the meeting, it was a Planning Board function, not a Selectmen’s issue and if the Planning Board had wanted legal counsel, they could have requested same.  Mr. Brown said the Selectmen had no comment at this time.  Mr. Bowman said he felt it was just a case of the party involved not understanding the process.  The CEO said an appeal has to be filed within 30 days which would be October 8th.                
9.  Digital Recording of Meetings.    Mr. Brown said the digital recorders would be more economical.  Written minutes would only have to be made for actual votes.  The CEO said the one in Smithfield types out the minutes.  Mr. Liberty said the tape system needs to be upgraded; digital is the way to go.  Mr. Brown said Mr. Stinneford and Joe from Phoenix computers would know about the recorders, too.  
10.  Old Business.   Mr. Liberty discussed upgrading the building.  Mr. Brown said he had gotten an estimate.  Mr. Brown said Mr. Dudley normally handled the pressure-washing of the Town Office building.  Mr. Dudley said he would get it done.  Mr. Dudley said he thought the repairs should be on the warrant for the Town Meeting.  Mr. Brown said David Gagnon said it could be taken out of the Town account.  Mr. Brown said the dormers would mean they’d have to look at a roofing job, too.   Mr. Liberty said the Styrofoam insulation on the back of the building would need some fixing, too.  Mr. Liberty said he would check on it.  There was discussion about various local contractors.   There was discussion about the size of the building for some of the meetings that have a lot of attendees.   The Grange could have been used for some meetings.  Mr. Murphy commented that the Grange would be cheaper than building an addition.  The CEO said the addition would provide space for the Treasurer, CEO and Assessors’ Agent.   
11.  Committee Reports.  

   a. Planning Board and CEO.   Arthur Thompson Jr. said there were only a few home additions and a garage.  There were a lot of calls about septic plans from realtors and lending institutions.  The CEO said he did  a lot of work on the CMP application to the Planning Board.  
   b. Cemetery Committee.    Mr. Brown said Harry Fitzpatrick and Linda Turlo have been upgrading the cemetery plot plans.  Mr. Dudley said one of the plots has to be filled in again.  
   c. Library Committee.    Mr. Liberty said the committee is looking at costs for a building for a library/cultural/historical building.   Mr. Dudley said the entrance to the Kennebec-Messalonskee Trail will be re-done after Mr. Bulger finishes his building.
   d.   Parks and Veterans Committee.    Ms. Cormier read the update that was submitted by Pat Turlo.  Updates to the Veterans Memorial will be completed soon.  Anyone with new additions or new information should contact the committee.  The Park Committee received a request to put benches along the path behind the cemetery so elderly visitors will have a place to rest.  The Committee will meet next month to discuss same.  Initial e-mail discussions have been favorable to getting some benches.  National POW/MIA Recognition Day is Friday, September 18th.  Mr. Brown said Cole Transportation Museum requested a picture of the marble bench in front of the Veterans Memorial.  Pat Turlo took a picture and sent the picture to Cole which will be featured by Cole as part of a presentation regarding the benches they have donated to various towns.   Mr. Dudley asked about putting in sign-posts so the marble park bench isn’t knocked over again like it was last year due to snowplowing.  Mr. Brown said the sign-posts were okay to put up.  Mr. Brown said someone knocked the porta-potty over last week, and Mr. Dudley said it was a pick-up truck that backed into it.  The company put the porta-potty back upright and it will stay in place until after the Common Ground Fair.  
12.  Assessing, Supplements, and Abatements.   Mr. Brown said the office staff and Ryan Stinneford did a very good job this year.  There weren’t a lot of the usual changes and corrections after the tax bills were mailed out.  Mr. Brown read the abatements and supplements:  Seaman Financial Services bought from Machinery Finance Resources so a Supplemental was issued to Seaman and an abatement to MFS in the same amount of $3,196.60; an abatement of $171.60 at Map 9 Lot 13-05 to Gregory O’Halloran and Jak Realty due to incorrect value on the property; a supplemental tax to Gregory O’Halloran and Jak Realty, Map 9 Lot 13-05 in the amount of $284.90 due to account billed incorrectly; an abatement to Keith Harris at Map 7 Lot 74-22 due to an old trailer that was taxed but there was no amount because the Homestead Exemption covered the tax amount; a supplement to Keith Harris for trailer not taxed in the amount of $474.89; a supplemental tax to Barbara Berger, Map 9 Lot 13-B in the amount of $466.84 due to the account not being billed;  a supplemental tax to Dennis Littlefield and Janette Hayes Map 7 Lot 12 for tax amount of $1,771.33 for tax account not billed; a supplemental tax to Jacob Clifford at Map 7 Lot 66-2 in the amount of $204.27 due to the deed not being sent to Benton; a supplemental to Allan Beane for $187.00 for a tractor that was bought new; an abatement of $632.39 for Brian Monk, Map 11 Lot 18, due to the Homestead being left off and a supplemental of $509.41; an abatement to D.L Allen IV at Map 6 Lot 41-ON in the amount of $47.85 since he’s no long the trailer owner; an abatement of $7.37 to Kelly Green, Map 2 Lot 42-F due to acreage being 2 acres, not 2.4 acres; an abatement to Shirley Thayer, Map15 Lot 19, of $535.70 due to her no longer owning the property with the corresponding supplemental of $535.70 going to Fannie Mae; an abatement of $2,528.90 to Robert and Doris Gardner, Map 2 Lot 21-04 since they no longer own it and a corresponding supplemental to the new owner, Rusty Bell, in the amount of $2,651.88; an abatement of $977.90 to Gary and Laura D’Angelo, Map 7 Lot 34-C, who were no longer owner as of April 30th although the Town never received the deed from the Registry of Deeds; and a supplemental tax of $1,100.88 to Darren and Jillene Graves Map 7 Lot 34-C, for taxes that were issued to the wrong owner due to non-receipt of the deed showing ownership change.  Ms. Cormier moved to accept the supplements and abatements.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.  Mr. Bowman commented on a change in ownership with CMP and Mr. Brown said the Assessors’ Agent would review it.  

13.  Other Business and Correspondence.   Mr. Brown said the Selectmen are invited to the Fairfield Food Pantry on Oct 3rd for a lunch honoring Dick and Nancy Tompkins.  Mr. Brown said the office staff noted that the website has information about any deer permits, the HAZMAT pick-up day, the rabies clinic in November and the fall clean-up day plus absentee ballots are available.  There was a notice about the MMA annual meeting on November 7th in Augusta.  There was information about the November referendums.  Harris computer upgraded the Town computer system.  Rep. Fletcher’s report profiles Kennebec County.  The 37th Annual KSTD report is available.  Clinton passed a resolution to change the recycle fee schedule.  There’s a seminar for Small Business owners in Augusta.  The Spirit of America Foundation  will be holding their annual meeting at the Blaine Mansion on September 22nd.  KVCOG’s annual meeting is September 23rd; dues probably won’t go up next year.  Harold Alfond Fund sent information regarding a grant for kids’ college educations.  The County Commissioners sent a letter about their forthcoming budget.  MMA has a report that the staff will be working on.  KSTD and KWD sent their monthly reports.       
14.  Adjourn.    Mr. Brown moved to adjourn at 8:16 PM.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.
_________________________________

Secretary
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