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Town of Benton

Monday – April 12, 2010
SELECTMEN’S MEETING MINUTES
7:00 PM at the Benton Town Office

   Those present:  First Seletman Ryan Liberty, Selectwoman Kimberley Cormier, and Selectwoman Melissa Patterson along with Kenneth Dudley, Road Commissioner and Arthur Thompson, Jr., CEO.
     1.  Pledge of Allegiance.    
     2.  Secretary’s Report.  Ms. Cormier moved to accept the minutes of the March 8th, March 16th and March 29th Selectmen’s meetings.  Ms. Patterson seconded.  All voted in favor.
     3.  Citizens’ Concerns.

- Selectperson vs. Office Staff role.  Ms. Patterson commented that MMA ruled that it’s legal to hold both positions.  The First Selectman would handle day-to-day operations as has always been the case in the past.  Ms. Patterson would work as an office person as she always has, and let the First Selectman handle business between Selectmen meetings.  There would be no conflict of interest.
     4.  Road Commissioner’s Report.

-  Striping on East Benton Road;  Mr. Dudley will check with the contractor.  The striping didn’t last as long as it has in the past.  

-  Gerald Holt, complaint about danger on Town roads.  Mr. Holt was concerned about speeding and there was discussion about more law enforcement presence in Benton.  Mr. Liberty said he would speak to his brother, Sheriff Randall Liberty, about getting more coverage.
            -  There was discussion about the trash on the Bog Road and using inmates to clean it up.  Mr. Dudley said he graded the road this date and would be picking up the trash.  Ms. Patterson asked Mr. Dudley about the trash at the Brown Cemetery.  Mr. Dudley said he had seen the over-filled trash barrels.  There was discussion that the lawn-mowing contractor would perform the clean-up.  Mr. Liberty asked the CEO and the Road Commissioner about the Wyman Road.  Mr. Dudley said there was a map that showed ownership and that he would look into it some more.   Mr. Liberty said the Town shouldn’t be plowing or paving a private road.  Posted roads have been unposted.
         -  Mr. Liberty asked the CEO and the Road Commissioner about Kents Way.  Nick Nadeau was present and Mr. Nadeau wanted to know what could be done to help residents since the developer, George Reed, filed for bankruptcy.  The CEO said there wasn’t much that could be done now.  In the future, the Town could require that developers finish the road before houses are built and sold.  Mr. Liberty said there was no immediate danger as far as emergency vehicles being able to get in and out.  Mr. Nadeau said his driveway was ‘sinking’ and he wanted to repair it.  Mr. Liberty asked Mr. Dudley to look at the culvert and driveway to see if Mr. Dudley had suggestions for helping.  
     5.  Special Town Meeting – Snowplow contract/KVCAP Transportation donation.  Mr. Liberty commented that during the meeting, the KVCAP donation was approved at $200 and the Selectmen are authorized to get a snowplow contract.   
     6.   Town Office Building Repairs and Upgrades.  Mr. Liberty said the citizens approved $25,000 at the Town Meeting and the work will be put out to bid.
     7.  Garbage and Junked Vehicles, East Benton Rd.  The CEO said he would check the license plate of the vehicle that is located on East Benton Road next to Rick Lawrence’s property.  In response to a question and comments from Ms. Cormier, the CEO said he would check on the septic system for the property on Unity Road.  The second property is owned by Gary Bulger and no one is supposed to be living there.  The CEO said he would check the plate number of the vehicle that is parked there across from Bruce Fowler’s property.  Mr. Liberty asked the CEO about Clyde Berry’s property on Benton Avenue.  The CEO said he gave Mr. Berry through June 1st to finish the clean-up.  Mr. Liberty said the Town should do something, even volunteer to clean it up.  The CEO said he would check with Mr. Berry.  
     8.  Unlicensed Dogs, Animal Control Officer reimbursement.  There was discussion about the $25 late fee.  Before the Dog Warrant was discontinued, the Town got $10 and the ACO $15.   Now there’s a $25 late fee and no warrant is required.  The ACO had commented that it would be cheaper for the Town to continue with the policy of paying the ACO $15 from the late fee rather than paying the ACO for the hours to track down dog owners who still haven’t licensed their dogs.  Ms. Patterson moved to accept the $15 for the ACO.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.  
     9.  Town Office Debit Card.  Patrick Turlo commented that he used his personal credit card on occasion to buy items for the Town.  Mr. Turlo said the Treasurer, David Gagnon, said a debit card through the Town’s checking account would be a help.  Ms. Patterson moved to approve the debit card.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.  
     10.  Sanitary Treatment District Contract.  Gary Dixon said it’s a mutual agreement, not a ‘contract,’ and that it would benefit the Town.  Ms. Cormier moved to accept the non-binding agreement.  Ms. Patterson seconded.  All voted in favor.
     11.  Benton Historical Committee.  Mr. Liberty said the committee has not been active for a while and that he would like to see more things done with regard to setting up a wall in the Town Office devoted to historical items.  Mr. Liberty signed up Charles Kent for the committee.
     12.  Benton Library Committee.  Mr. Liberty stated he resigned from the committee and that the committee would no longer be a part of the Town.   They would operate on their own and be ‘trustees.’  Ms. Patterson moved to remove all members from the Library Committee.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.  Mr. Liberty said he would speak to Herb Thompson about notifying all of the donors that the committee is not longer affiliated with the Town.   
     13.  Old Business.  Mr. Kent commented that years ago, there was a prohibition against being a Selectman and working for the Town.  
     14.  Committee Reports
          - Planning Board and CEO.  Mr. Thompson provided his monthly report.  There was discussion about Barbara Berger’s outhouse on the Wyman Road and whether a permit is required.

  - Benton Grange.  The CEO indicated that there doesn’t need to be any hot water at the Grange for the lavatory, so there is no violation or problem.  
          - Cemetery Committee.  Lawn-mowing contract.  Mr. Liberty noted that Grass-Eaters had submitted a bid of $6,100.  Bruce Salsbury of Grass-Eaters suggested operating through November 1st to avoid the problems of over-grown grass in the early spring.  Mr. Liberty said the insurance should be at $1,000,000 and Mr. Salsbury said he has $2,000,000.  Mr. Salsbury commented on the number of trash barrels that were stolen last year.  Ms. Cormier moved to accept Grass-Eaters for another year at $6,100 and the period of the contract be April 13th through November 1st.   Ms. Patterson seconded.  All voted in favor.  
          - Library Committee.  Discussed under item12 above.
          - Park and Veterans Committee.  Pat Turlo said the committee will meet next week.
          - Office Staff Report.  .   The Town website was updated with the Selectmen meeting agenda, Special Town Meeting articles, street-sweeping info and posted-road updates.   The staff mailed over 42 accounts payable checks totaling $303,128.55; processed monthly and weekly payroll checks; processed 11 vitals transactions (birth/death/marriage); did over 350 vehicle registrations totaling over $65,000; processed 37 hunting and fishing licenses and 41 recreational vehicle registrations; prepared, typed and posted the Town Warrant for the April 12 Special Town Meeting; sent lettrs to tax-payers who still owe on their 2009 taxes resulting in several accounts being paid; processed 187 sewer bills; and transferred lien info to cards for better and quicker access. 
     15.  Assessing Supplements and Abatements.   NITRAM interest owed.  The Town didn’t pursue back taxes for 3 years’ worth of personal property tax so the interest for the past year should be applied.
     16.  Other Business and Correspondence.
     17.  Adjourn.  Ms. Patterson moved to adjourn at 8:35 PM.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.
                                                                                  Secretary
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