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Town of Benton

Selectmen’s Special Meeting MINUTES
Monday – March 29, 2010
1:00 PM at the Benton Town Office
SPECIAL SELECTMEN’S MEETING
Those present were Chairman Ryan Liberty, Kimberley Cormier, and Melissa Patterson.
   1.  Pledge of Allegiance.  
   2.  Lawn-Mowing Contract, 2010.  Mr. Liberty stated there was a renewal clause in the Grass-Eaters contract.  The Board discussed the contract details.  Grass-Eaters has supplied their insurance verification.  Trash was removed satisfactorily.  There was discussion about damage to headstones.  Ken Dudley said the mowing was good but some of the headstones had grass stuck to them, probably from the weed-whacker.  Mr. Dudley said headstone damage was noted later on.  Mr. Cormier said she only heard two complaints.  Mr. Liberty said the contractor needs to be told immediately and given an opportunity to correct problems.  There was discussion about the need to have more Cemetery Committee meetings.  Ms. Cormier moved to offer to renew Grass Eaters contract.  Ms. Patterson seconded.  All voted in favor.
   3.  Road Commissioner.  Flooding Willis Road/other.  Ms. Cormier said she got a call from somebody on the Willis Road that a culvert was removed and not replaced.  Mr. Dudley said there’s an issue with Peter Clifford because when the trailers were moved in, ‘they’ flattened the ends of the culvert.  There was discussion about which land Mr. Clifford owned and where the water comes from.  In response to a question from Ms. Cormier, Mr. Dudley said he wasn’t planning on putting the culvert back.  Mr. Dudley said if the culvert would help remove the water, he’d replace it.  The water coming down from the road that Mr. Clifford built would flood another property.  The CEO said that no CEO approval is needed for a driveway to be installed.  The culvert that was removed was discarded.  The CEO said that the culvert was not on a Town road.   The CEO said the culvert was in a right-of-way.  Mr. Liberty asked Mr. Dudley what had to be done.  Mr. Dudley said he needed to look into it to see about the right-of-way.  Mr. Liberty asked Mr. Dudley to work with the CEO to see what the Town’s responsibility is.  Mr. Liberty asked Mr. Dudley and the CEO to report back at the April Selectmen’s meeting with a solution.
    Ms. Cormier asked Mr. Dudley about the “children playing” signs on the Hanscom Road.  There was discussion about the length of time it took to address the issue of installing signs.   It had taken three weeks to address a safety issue.  Mr. Dudley apologized.  Mr. Liberty said he didn’t want any lack of consideration for the Selectmen when the Selectmen ask the Road Commissioner to do something.  It shouldn’t be a gender issue nor the fact that it’s not the First Selectman making the request.  Ms. Cormier said she would put stakes where the signs should go.   Mr. Dudley said he would be more responsive.  

   4.  CEO.   Arthur Thompson Jr., the CEO, said the trailer in question has a well and a septic system.  In response to a question from Ms. Cormier, the CEO said they are hooked into the septic system.  With regard to the camper, the CEO said “Gary” said no one should be living in it.  Ms. Cormier asked the CEO if he’d spoken to Bruce Fowler.  The CEO said he knew Mr. Fowler has seen a car there but he, the CEO, can’t ‘catch’ the vehicle owner there.  Carl Stevens is the one in the trailer that is hooked up.   The CEO had no info on anyone living in the camper.  Gary Bulger owns the land and the camper.  The CEO said he would need a license plate number to try to track someone.  The number was provided.  The CEO said he saw no problem with the property next to Rick Lawrence’s.   There was no trash in the front yard.   The truck is on the line, but the CEO said he doesn’t get involved in line disputes.  The CEO said the truck was empty and had no junk in it.  The CEO said he would look at the lot again.  Mr. Liberty asked that the CEO get the plate numbers from the other vehicles that are on the property.    
    5.  Special Town Meeting.   Snowplow contract and KVCAP Transportation donation .  The Town meeting will be held at 6:30 PM before the next Selectmen’s meeting.
    6.  Adjourn.  There was a motion and second to adjourn.  All voted in favor.
___________________________________

Secretary
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