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Town of Benton

1279 Clinton Ave.

Benton, ME  04901

Selectmen’s Special Organizational Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 16, 2009

7:00 PM, Benton Town Office
Meeting called to order by Mark Brown.  Those present were Mr. Brown, Kim Cormier, and Ryan Liberty.
1.  Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Brown led attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2.  Election of Chairman and Secretary.   Ms. Cormier moved to elect Mr. Brown.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.  Mr. Brown moved to elect Kim Cormier as Secretary.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.    
3.   Appointing All Officers, Board and Committee Members.  Mr. Brown moved to go through the appointments and have all approved at once.  Appointments were as follows:  Julie Morrison, Senior Office Personnel; Melissa Patterson, full-time office personnel; Pat Turlo, part-time office personnel; Arthur Thompson Jr. as CEO/LPI, Health Officer and Licensed Building Inspector with Betsy Fitzgerald and William Najpauer as alternate CEOs/LPIs and Health inspectors; Mike Spaulding as Town Constable with Marc and Robin Sellinger as constables for serving civil papers only; Sherwood Chamberlain and Clayton McLaughlin as Fence Viewers; Dwight Lanning as the Town’s Kennebec Regional Authority representative; Duane Bickford as Fire Warden and Emergency Management Director; Gary Boudreau, Cindy Cormier and Sue Giguere as Appeals Board members; Mark Brown, Kim Cormier, Gary Dixon, Ryan Liberty and Bob Perry as Sewer Committee members; Leta Young as Cemetery Committee member to partially fill vacancies left by the departure of Roger and Rachel Averill; Dave Huff as Animal Control Officer and Angela O’Clair as alternate; Julie Morrison and Melissa Patterson as Alternate General Assistance Directors; and Richard Lawrence as Alewives Warden.  Mr. Liberty volunteered to be a Fence Viewer and Ms. Cormier volunteered to be on the Cemetery Committee.   Mr. Brown moved to accept all the appointments.  Mr. Liberty seconded.   All voted in favor.
4.   Appointing: G.A. Administrator, Deputy and Fair Hearing Officer.   Mr. Cormier moved to have Mr. Brown be GA Administrator.   Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.  The Deputies are Ms. Patterson and Ms. Morrison.  Mr. Brown nominated Ms. Cormier as Fair Hearing Officer.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.
5.  Appointing Assessors’ Agent.   Mr. Brown said Ryan Stinneford’s proposed contract was for 58 days at $325.00 per day for an annual of $18,850.  Mr. Stinneford provided documentation showing that 22 other municipalities charge the same daily rates and Mr. Stinneford took the lowest rate.  Mr. Liberty commented on how well Mr. Stinneford has done and the Town is getting a bargain.  Mr. Liberty moved to approve the contract as proposed.  Mr. Liberty said there’s a level of confidence in the agent now.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.   
6.  Other Business and Correspondence.  Mr. Brown said the dog warrant needed to be signed.  The letters, being sent out today, must be responded to within 7 days or there will be a $25 fine.  The warrant was signed.  Mr. Brown signed the contract with Humane Society for $3451.95.  Mr. Liberty said he spoke with Chuck Carter of the Boys and Girls Club regarding negative comments made at the Town Meeting about the club’s treatment of Benton residents.  Mr. Carter was surprised.  Mr. Brown said three organizations showed up to defend for their funding.  Mr. Liberty offered three comments for consideration.   The Kennebec County Sheriff’s Department would like the Town to consider putting a desk in the cellar to save the deputies from having to go back to Augusta.   Ms. Cormier and Mr. Brown said the item had been discussed in the past.  Sheriff Liberty thought it would benefit the Town to have a police presence.  There was discussion about whether the upstairs could or would be available; re-setting security alarms; and possible insurance issues that maybe MMA should weigh in on.  There was discussion about cross-training in the office and specifically with regard to the Treasurer’s duties.  Pat Turlo said he would get spreadsheets developed by July to help capture info that the Treasurer is using.  Mr. Liberty also suggested that the Town should have an active website.  It would be helpful to people who don’t visit the Town Office that often.  Mr. Liberty said it would be a cost-effective way to deal with the community.  Mr. Turlo commented that a ready-to-use website would be good, but it should be user-friendly.  Mr. Turlo said he would look into it.  Mr. Turlo commented that the vehicle registration reminders are not getting through in the mail.  The time and money spent on them is not worth it anymore.  Mr. Turlo advised the Selectmen that the courtesy post card program would be discontinued until further notice.         
7.   Adjournment.  Mr. Brown moved to adjourn at 7:42 PM.   Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.  

________________________

Secretary
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