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Town of Benton

1279 Clinton Ave.

Benton, ME  04901

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 9, 2009

7:00 PM, Benton Town Office
Meeting called to order by Mark Brown.  Those present were Mr. Brown, Kim Cormier, and Ryan Liberty.
1.  Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Brown led attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2.  Secretary’s Report.   Ms. Cormier moved to accept the minutes of the February 9th and February 13th meetings.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.    
3.   Citizen Concerns.  Mr. Brown asked James Wiggin if he brought the information.  Mr. Brown said he thought the situation had been taken care of in 2006.  In response to a question from Mr. Liberty about the issue, Mr. Wiggin said in 1962, the State straightened out the Unity Road.  There was a piece of property that was owned by Mr. Wiggin’s father.  Mr. Wiggin said he had ownership and he got together with Mr. Bob Sharkey, the former Benton CEO.  He said when a State road is discontinued, the land reverts back to the Town.  Mr. Wiggin petitioned the Town because he needed more land than the small piece he had.  He told the Town he would like to have the additional minor piece so he could combine them into a 0.5-acre lot.  The Selectmen voted to give the land to Mr. Wiggin in 2006.  Mr. Wiggin sold it last Saturday.  Mr. Wiggin said per the State, if the Town votes to discontinue, then ownership goes to the center of the road.  Mr. Wiggin said he made it clear to Mr. Sharkey that he needed the entire piece, not just to the center.  Mr. Wiggin said nothing was subtracted from the abutter.  Mr. Brown noted that it was a State road, not a Town road.  Mr. Wiggin said the road was completed around 1962.  Mr. Brown said Mrs. Sandy Thompson, one of the abutters, was concerned about the ‘flags’ that were being put on the property when it was sold recently.  Mr. Brown said he would contact Mrs. Thompson.  Mr. Wiggin said the buyer intends to put a camper on the land and if it’s not a ‘buildable’ lot, then there needs to be a “discussion.”  There was discussion about the re-valuation of the property.  Mr. Liberty said the CEO and Assessors’ Agent would have to get involved.    
4.   Road Commissioner’s Report.   Ken Dudley said he thought the sand was all ‘up.’  Mr. Brown said he had a printout of the sand and salt payments.  Mr. Dudley and Mr. Brown said they would look at the printout.  There was discussion about the KVCOG purchase agreement.  Mr. Dudley said he’s still working on the Neck Road.  Rep. Ken Fletcher said he had a list.  Mr. Fletcher said he would check with DOT next week.   Mr. Brown said Route 100 is bad, too and Mr. Fletcher said that road is on the list, too.  
5.  CMCCR Contract.  Mr. Brown said he spoke with Rep. David Cotta.   The PUC meeting on the 19th was to hear the bill being introduced by Cotta.   The bill has a provision to allow towns to choose dispatching.  Mr. Brown said Mr. Cotta’s advice is to hold tight for now.      
6.  March Town Meeting and Election.  Mr. Brown said the vote is Friday and the meeting is on Saturday.  Mr. Brown said the Town Report was out and looked good.  Mr. Liberty said it looked great and is easy to read.  Clayton McLaughlin commented on the article regarding the upgrade of the Andrea Avenue pump station.  He didn’t realize the Town paid for that.  Mr. Brown said the Town accepted the system.  There was discussion about why people with septic systems have to pay for sewer items.  Mr. Brown said Gary Dixon is trying to get grants to cover the upgrade.  Mr. Dixon said the Town agreed to the project and he should know by Thursday or Friday if there is funding available.  Mr. Brown said the Capital Improvement Fund would cover the costs.       
7.  Keeping Mid-Maine Warm Funding.    Mr. Brown said the Town received a $2,000.00 check from the United Way of Mid-Maine to help with fuel assistance.  The Town will have a special account and the funds will be administered in conjunction with the GA program.  
8.  Alewives Harvesting.   Mr. Brown said the Town warrant has two articles regarding the harvest.  The Town will submit an application to the State.  Four or five companies and individuals have submitted applications to harvest alewives.  After the Town Meeting, there will be a meeting with DMR to get their recommendations on how to proceed.  
9.  Old Business.   None.
10.  Committee Reports.  

   a. Planning Board and CEO.   Arthur Thompson Jr., the CEO, corrected an E911 problem from a few years ago and issued a plumbing permit.  He joined the Maine CEO Association.  There was no Planning Board meeting.  There was discussion about copies of proposed ordinances for the Town Meeting.  Mr. Thompson was still trying to contact FEMA with regard to Shoreland Zoning maps.  
   b.  Cemetery Committee.  Mr. Harry Fitzpatrick was not present.  
   c.  Library Committee.  Mr. Liberty said they’re still searching out new grant money.  
   d.   Parks and Veterans Committee.   Mr. Brown said there was nothing new to report.  There was discussion about the marble bench that was knocked down this winter at the edge of the Town Office parking lot.  Mr. Dudley said it would be fixed after the ground thaws.      
11.  Assessing Supplements and Abatements.   There was one supplement to Annette Steward at Map 9 Lot 1-01.  The property was split and the 1.54 acres had to be taken out of farmland.  Mr. Brown moved to approve the $153.70 tax.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.   
12.  Other Business and Correspondence.  Mr. Brown said the Town received flyers from CMP about their upgrades to power lines.  Rep. Fletcher’s monthly letter was regarding Maine employment trends and school consolidation.  The letter will be posted.  The Town received its 2009 Kennebec County tax bill  for $141,622.39 which is due September 1st.  The Town has the monthly KSTD and KWD reports.
13.  Adjournment.  Mr. Brown moved to adjourn at 7:43 PM.   All voted in favor.  

________________________

Secretary
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