[image: image1.wmf]
Town of Benton

1279 Clinton Ave.

Benton, ME  04901

DRAFT

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

Monday, July 13, 2009

7:00 PM, Benton Town Office

1.  Pledge of Allegiance.    Mr. Brown led attendees in the Pledge.

2.  Secretary Report.   Mr. Liberty moved to accept the minutes of the June 8th and June 23rd meetings.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.    

3.   Citizen Concerns.  Charles Kent asked if he could speak with the Selectmen and the Selectmen agreed to meet at the end of the meeting.*   Rachel Averill said she had been told by another party that the Ryan Liberty had an office in Benton and residence in Fairfield and she asked Mr. Liberty to clear that up.  Mr. Liberty stated he lived in Benton and had an office in Fairfield.  Mr. Liberty said the Registrar could verify or Mrs. Liberty could verify it.  Rep. Ken Fletcher said he wanted to give an update on the economic results of the State of Maine.  The budget shortfalls at the State level may end up being passed on to the towns.  Mr. Fletcher said the Neck Road project is still on schedule.                 

4.   Road Commissioner’s Report.   Mr. Dudley said the Albion Road was washed out over the weekend.  All the water ended up at the East Benton Road.  The East Benton Road culvert handled the water fine.  Mr. Dudley is asking land-owners to get rid of beavers if they have them on their land.  The ACO doesn’t handle wild animals.  Mr. Dudley said environmentalists will just move the beavers to the next road.  In response to a question from Mr. Liberty, Mr. Dudley said the Irving Oil trucks had been re-routed.  The Wyman Road has been reclaimed.  Willis Road is going to be graded and a couple inches of gravel may be added.  Mr. Dudley suggested that the road be paved next year.  A ditch on the Pines Road has to be changed.  Mr. Dudley said he had a call from Peter Garrett regarding the trail by Crummett Street.  There was a problem with dogs.  Mr. Dudley said Mr. Garrett wanted a barricade to close off part of the trail until the issue with the pit bulls can be cleared up.  Mr. Dudley said he would find a barricade.  The pit bulls belong to the Whipples.  Mr. Brown asked about the Road Salt Advisory Committee meeting on July 17th regarding a proposal to eliminate the present method of clearing roads.  Mr. Dudley said he didn’t know how well that would go over with the State.  The State is using salt and “Ice-B-Gone” which is a different liquid.   Mr. Kent wanted to know who was taking care of the roads by Brown Cemetery.  Mr. Dudley said they tried to re-cycle hot-top there but there are good-sized pot holes.  Mr. Dudley said he may have to use a grader there.  If  Doug Blaisdell can’t maintain it, then the Town will have to because there’s a cemetery there.  It may be better to go back to gravel so Blaisdell can drag it.  
5.  Alewives Harvest Projects.   Mr. Brown said two bills were paid: the porta-potty for $95.00 and $132.00 to the Alewife Harvesters of Maine which was part of the contract.  The Town hasn’t received the deed from CMP.  There are still issues with FPL.  The Alewife Warden drafted an advertisement to put in the SENTINEL to solicit bids for construction of the road.  Albert Curtis had a question about whether the land abutted the water.  Mr. Brown commented that the land does abut the water and asked Rep. Fletcher to comment.  Rep. Fletcher said sometimes the deeds aren’t clear.  Rep. Fletcher said whoever owns the land should provide the deed.  Rep. Fletcher said he’s not a lawyer, but his understanding of the law was that if the land was flooded, then the land goes back to the original heirs when the water goes back down.  Mr. Brown said the Town’s attorney has a list of the heirs.  In response to a question from Jim Bowman, Mr. Brown said the income from the alewife fishery this year was $19,108.32.  Mr. Liberty said once the weir system is set up, the income will probably increase.  Roger Averill asked about the other species of fish and Mr. Liberty said the species are separated.  Modifications had been made to the lift.  Mr. Brown said the Alewife Warden has contacted the State DEP regarding permanent moorings in the rocks in the river for use during the harvesting.  Laura Rowe commented about putting a road through wetlands and whether that was going to be feasible.  Ms. Rowe said she got a letter from CMP about it.  Mr. Liberty said he’d like to see the letter to make sure there are no issues.  Arthur Thompson Jr., the CEO, said the ‘pits’ in the property were old areas where previous owners had explored for sand and gravel.  The CEO said he would check with CMP tomorrow night.         
6.  CMP Update.   Mr. Brown said the Town was notified that the DEP hearings were going to take place, and CMP will be meeting with the Planning Board tomorrow.  Mr. Liberty said there is a CMP labor dispute and there may be picketing tomorrow night.  Mr. Liberty said although it’s got nothing to do with Benton, the Planning Board is aware of the potential picketing.  The meeting will include a formal presentation by CMP regarding the substation and the public hearing will be at a later date.  The CEO said the public hearing will probably be held before the August Planning Board meeting.      
7.  Assessing News.   Mr. Brown said Steve Traub from Newburyport evaluated the Benton Falls Dam.  The new value is $5.7M.  The value was income-based.  The other methods of valuation were used, but the final valuation was based on the income method.  Mr. Brown said there’s a confidentiality agreement between the Town and the Benton Falls Dam owners, so no other information can be released.  Mr. Brown said the value is doubled so the tax revenue generated by the dam will be doubled.  The actual number will be figured once the mill rate was set.         
8.  2009 Mill Rate.    Mr. Brown said Ryan Stinneford will be done updating tax info by July 30th.   There will be a Special Selectmen’s meeting to declare the mill rate.  There was discussion with Rep. Fletcher about the tax burdens for the coming year.  
9.  Town Office Building Renovations.  Mr. Brown said he’s backed off on the full renovation.  The estimate for fixing the doors and cleaning the roof is approximately $3,000.00.  The proposal to expand the building may not be a good idea given the dire budget predictions.  Mr. Brown said he would bring it to the Budget Committee.   Mr. Liberty said there’s some space downstairs that is under-utilized, too.  Mr. Dudley said he would look at cleaning the siding.  Mr Brown wasn’t sure which account would be used to fund repairs to the Town Office building.  The item should be put out to bid.  Pat Turlo said he would check with the Treasurer to see if there were funds in General Government accounts to cover the cost of the doors.  It isn’t urgent but it should be done as soon as possible.      
10.  Old Business.  Ms. Cormier said Clayton McClaughlin had suggested that the Bog Road be re-named the Benton Bog Road.  There was discussion about putting up a sign that designates the Town line between Benton and Unity.  There was discussion about 9-1-1 ramifications.  The Selectmen decided not to take action at this time with regard to the Bog Road name change.
11.  Committee Reports.  

   a. Planning Board and CEO.   Arthur Thompson Jr.  said the CMP substation will be discussed by the Planning Board tomorrow.  The site visit will probably be scheduled.  Some permits for garages were issued and there have been some septic inspections.  Floodplain maps need to be updated.  Mr. Brown noted there are no new housing permits.  Mr. Averill noted that the substation will be valued at $30M.  Mr. Brown noted that new Town maps are available.       
   b. Cemetery Committee.    Mr. Dudley said he hadn’t seen Harry Fitzpatrick.  Leta Young said Mr. Fitzpatrick is going to be away and Linda Turlo will be handling applications.  Mr. Kent wanted to know when the Cemetery Committee will meet again.  Mr. Kent said the plots were too big.  Mr. Brown said the Cemetery Committee will notify Mr. Kent when they meet.  Mrs. Averill said she and Roger had wanted to be off the Cemetery Committee.  She said Mr. Fitzpatrick said one of the two had been replaced but they weren’t sure which one and they wanted to know who was now on the Committee.  The CEO said he hadn’t signed anything.  Mrs. Averill said Herb Thompson was interested but no one had asked him.  The decision was to wait until Harry got back.     
   c. Library Committee.    Mr. Liberty said the committee is in a state of limbo and looking for a new direction.  Mr. Liberty said there haven’t been a lot of responses for funds and grants.  The Library Committee meets the last Wednesday of the month, 7:00 PM at the Town Office.  Mr. Liberty said the scope of the project remains to be seen be it a library, cultural center or more.  There was a suggestion to have someone from other libraries visit the committee.  Mr. Liberty said the burden shouldn’t fall on the taxpayers once the library is running.  Mr. Averill commented that a library is more than just books.  It’s a place for computer workshops and training for senior citizens, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and more.  Mr. Liberty said it should be a place to learn about Benton history, too.     
   d.   Parks and Veterans Committee.    Pat Turlo said the committee met on June 23rd and approved an additional Veterans sign which will include the veterans from Lebanon/Grenada and Desert Storm.  Other names will be added to the Viet Nam portion of the sign and the World War II portion.  Mr. Turlo said all the info is on the Town website along with other info such as the new tax maps.  Mr. Liberty said anyone with  suggestions for improvements to the website should contact Mr. Turlo. 
12.  Assessing, Supplements, and Abatements.    None. 
13.  Other Business and Correspondence.    Mr. Brown said MMA’s annual election ballot arrived at the Town Office.  The Selectmen will fill out and return the ballot to MMA.  MMA is now sending out an electronic version of the Townsman.  The Crisis and Counseling Center and Spectrum sent letters asking for their donations.  The Town got a mailing from the Bridge Solar Project.  Stephanie Getchell sent a thank you for the Terry A. Poulin Scholarship award.  The Town received a Memo from FirstPark regarding the Town’s reimbursement.  One of the towns has failed to pay.  A lien has been place against that Town.  Benton will receive $5,382.86 and if the other town pays its lien, Benton will get $586.87 more.  Almighty Waste sent a letter; they will clean any sites in Town.  The quarterly invoice from the Transfer Station is higher than the past quarters this year but the Transfer Station is holding back on recyclables until the price goes up.  Mr. Liberty commented that “Duke,” who worked at the Transfer Station, passed away last week.  The Town received a letter from the Department of Education stating that SAD 49 can retain its name.  Had there been a requirement to change, there would have been an expense to re-paint busses.   The Kennebec Water District and KSTD sent their annual letters.
14.  Adjourn.    Ms. Cormier moved to adjourn at 8:15 PM.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.
_________________________________

Secretary

* The Selectmen met with Mr. Kent to discuss a letter that Mr. Kent sent concerning the staff at the Town Office.
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