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Town of Benton

1279 Clinton Ave.

Benton, ME  04901

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 12, 2009

7:00 PM, Benton Town Office
Meeting called to order by Mark Brown.  Those present were Mr. Brown, Kim Cormier, and Ryan Liberty.
1.  Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Brown led attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2.  Secretary Report.   Ms. Cormier moved to accept the minutes of the December meeting.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.    
3.   Citizen Concerns.  None.  
4.   Road Commissioner’s Report.   Mr. Ken Dudley said the snowplow contractor did well for the last storm considering only one truck was running.  Two trucks had problems.  Mr. Dudley said the contractor finally got all the trucks going but it didn’t have an adverse impact on road conditions.  There were no complaints received in the office, according to Mr. Brown.  Mr. Dudley said there still some issues with mail box damage that he would address with the contractor.  Mr. Liberty asked about the number of damaged mail boxes; Mr. Dudley said there were problems with 5 or 6.  Mr. Brown said the office staff were referring calls and invoice for mail boxes to Len Poulin.  Mr. Liberty asked Mr. Dudley to check with Mr. Poulin periodically with regard to progress on fixing the mail boxes.  Mr. Dudley said the new wing is higher and that is causing some problems.  Mr. Dudley told the drivers to steer clear of mail boxes.   Mr. Brown said he received a printout for the Budget Committee with regard to expenditures from last year.   Mr. Brown asked if the salt was taken care of.  Mr. Dudley said Mr. Poulin bought all of ‘his’ salt.  Mr. Brown said the Maine DOT has a 6-year improvement plan.  Comments on the plan can be submitted as late as February 20th.   Mr. Dudley said Representative Ken Fletcher will set up a meeting regarding the Neck Road.  Mr. Dudley said one of the engineers in Bangor informed Mr. Dudley that there are Federal funds available for Route 100.  
5.  KSTD Contract.  Mr. Brown said a new contract came in for the Benton Avenue and Andrea Avenue pump stations.  The new cost would be $1,860 per year per station.  KSTD checks the stations on a weekly basis.  There was a power outage on Andrea Avenue in December and there was a minor septic waste spillage.  KSTD caught it quickly and fixed the power switch.   Mr. Brown said Gary Dixon is working on a grant to rebuild the Andrea Avenue pump station.  There’s some money set aside for the upgrade, too. 
6.  Assessing Issues.   Mr. Brown said the review of the Benton Falls Hydro Dam assessment was tabled at last meeting.  A second bid came in from Goselin and Company, Gardiner.  The other proposal is from Steve Traub, Newburyport, MA.  Both applicants are fully qualified and are known to the State’s Bureau of Taxation.  Traub’s bid is $5,000 and Goselin’s bid is for “up to $7,500.”   Mr. Brown said Traub was hired by the Town 6 years ago to do the assessment for the dam.  Mr. Liberty suggested hiring Traub.  Mr. Brown said Ryan Stinneford, the Assessors’ Agent was familiar with both proposals and could work with both.  Mr. Stinneford said both contracts were detailed and looked good.  Robert Morrissette asked if Goselin had done any dams in the area.  Mr. Brown said they had.  Mr. Brown said Goselin had assessed the Winslow dam and a few others in New England.  Mr. Brown said Mr. Traub also has assessed dams in the area.  Mr. Morrissette asked about the location of the business.  Mr. Liberty said the address given was in Gardiner.  Mr. Liberty said the two companies seem qualified, and the two factors in Traub’s favor are the lower cost and the fact that he is familiar with the Benton dam.  Mr. Liberty moved to hire Steve Traub.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.  
7.  March Town Meeting.  
  -  Printing of Town Report.  Mr. Brown said they were looking at improving the printing quality over last year’s.  Last year’s cost was $1,250.  Mr. Brown said Melissa Patterson asked the same company – Skowhegan Printing - for a quote and they didn’t write back.  Atkins Printing  provided a quote for $2,131 provided we send them digital files.  Haskins in Oakland quoted $2,806 for 800 copies.  Mr. Brown said he wanted to table it because they’re still looking for quotes.  Mr. Brown suggested postponing the decision.  The item was tabled.  
  -  Agency’s Funding Requests.  Mr. Brown said the agencies are asking if they need to show up.  Most agencies provide a data sheet with their per capita figures.  Mr. Brown said he didn’t feel they should have to show up.  Mr. Liberty said there were questions by citizens and the answers might not be included on the information sheets.   Mr. Liberty said the agencies should be notified that they might be running a risk by not showing up at the Town Meeting.    
  -  Public Hearings.  Mr. Brown said there would need to be a Public Hearing for changes to the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance and for a new Wind Power Ordinance.  Mr. Brown said there also was a request for a recall ordinance and for a 3-year term for the Town Clerk.  There’s also an updated Fairfield Fire ordinance as well.  Whether it’s on the ballot or in the warrant, there still needs to be a public hearing.  There’s a 7-day notice for the hearing and the hearing must be at least 10 days before the Town Meeting.  February 17th is a Tuesday.  There was discussion about the 3-year term for the Town Clerk.  The hearings will be held at 6:00 PM on the 17th.    
8.  Budget Committee Meeting – January 21, 2009.    The meeting is next Wednesday at 7 PM.
9.  Old Business.   
   a.  The Town received a letter stating that the Town’s action on the Morgan Miner case was proper.  Mr. Ron Hood said he felt the Town rode Mr. Hood’s attorney’s coattails.  Mr. Hood said it cost him $6,000.  Mr. Brown said the Town provided info as required by the court and the attorney.  Mr. Liberty said the Town might be liable if they had taken action beyond what the Town’s attorney recommended.  Mr. Hood commented on a past case involving Mr. Bard.  There was further discussion by Mr. Hood regarding how much he spent on the case.  Mr. Morrissette said the claims by Mr. Miner to the court were to ‘the inhabitants’ of the Town of Benton.  Mr. Liberty reiterated Mr. Brown’s comment that the Town went with the recommendation of the Town’s attorney.  Mr. Morrissette argued that it was a Town issue but two or three individuals ended up paying.  Ms. Cormier said the Appeals Board ruled in favor of the people who lived on the road versus Mr. Miner, and that’s when the issue went to court.  Ms. Cormier said there was nothing more the Town could have done.  Mr. Hood said he wasn’t asking for anything back but he was just stating that the Selectmen didn’t back him up when they should have.  Mr. Hood said he’s ‘going after’ Mr. Miner for the legal costs and he’s also going after Mr. Bushman for conflict of interest.  Mr. Morrissette said Mr. Miner went to court to argue the Town’s decision and the Town let Mr. Hood pay for the case.  Ms. Cormier reiterated that once it left the Appeals Board, the Town was out of it.  
   b.  Mr. Brown said Maine Power Option is a program to purchase fuel but the Town only purchases for the Town Office building.  Mr. Brown wrote a thank you note to CMP employees for sending the Town a $50 check to be used for a charity.   The Town issued a $50 check to the Food Pantry.  The quarterly invoice from Clinton for the Transfer Station was $30,701.20.  The Transfer Station cost was under budget for the year.  There was discussion about the inmate program where they separate recyclable trash.  KVCOG sent an invoice for the HAZMAT collection day; the Town set aside $500 and the bill came to $366.94.  Seven people from Benton took hazardous waste to the event.  The Town still hasn’t paid the CMRCC invoice for rural dispatch.  The issue is being brought to the PUC; the Town’s State representatives are helping with the issue.  The PUC meeting is on January 20th.  No time was set.  The American Society of Civil Engineers sent info rating the infrastructure.
10.  Committee Reports.  

   a. Planning Board and CEO.   Mr. Arthur Thompson Jr. said it was a slow month but there were questions about the Fitzpatrick property which is coming up for auction.  The Planning Board will be working on the wind power ordinance.  Mr. Brown asked about the fee structure for permits.  Mr. Thompson said they would discuss it.  The fees were increased three years ago.  
   b.  Cemetery Committee.  Mr. Brown said Harry Fitzpatrick is getting his 2009 budget figures together.  
   c.  Library Committee.  Mr. Liberty said the December meeting was postponed.  
   d.   Parks and Veterans Committee.   Mr. Brown said there was nothing new to report.     
11.  Assessing, Supplements, and Abatements.   None.        
12.  Other Business and Correspondence.  Mr. Brown had Rep. Ken Fletcher’s monthly letter addressing a funding formula.  KVCOG profiled the Benton population; by 2030, the Town will be at 3,300 residents.  The KSTD and KWD monthly reports were available.  Ms. Cormier commented on the snow day policy.  Mr. Brown verified that the Town does follow the State’s lead on snow day closings.  Ms. Cormier is also working with the office staff on budget items.  Mr. Brown encouraged citizens to submit budget items.  Clayton McLaughlin said he’s filling as a member of the School Board.  Mr. Brown said they would put an item in the paper.  
13.  Adjournment.  Mr. Brown moved to adjourn at 7:55 PM.   Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.  

________________________

Secretary
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