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Town of Benton

1279 Clinton Ave.

Benton, ME  04901

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
Monday, February 9, 2009

7:00 PM, Benton Town Office
Meeting called to order by Mark Brown.  Those present were Mr. Brown, Kim Cormier, and Ryan Liberty.
1.  Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Brown led attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2.  Secretary Report.   Ms. Cormier moved to accept the minutes of the January meeting.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.    
3.   Citizen Concerns.  None.  
4.   Road Commissioner’s Report.   Mr. Ken Dudley said the remainder of the sand is being put up.  In response to a question from Mr. Liberty, Mr. Brown said he thought they were on schedule as far as the amount of sand.  Mr. Dudley said he’d been talking with Pike about the upcoming paving work for 2009.  Asphalt prices appear to be coming down.  Mr. Brown said the office had to call Mr. Poulin about paying for one of the mail boxes.  Per Mr. Dudley, Mr. Poulin said he wants to look at the mail boxes first before he pays for a replacement.  Mr. Brown mentioned a 2009 KVCOG purchasing program for signs, road salt and culverts; Mr. Dudley took the information.  Mr. Brown mentioned a CMP point of contact, Wes Davis, for tree-care activities.  Mr. Brown suggested possibly using the service on the Pines Road.      
5.  CMCCR Contract.  Mr. Brown said no money had been sent out yet.  Rep. Ken Fletcher has a note in his January newsletter stating that the PUC ruled in late January on the rates.  The PUC found that the budget was $1.96M greater than could be justified and a new proposed budget had to be submitted in February.  The PUC has yet to get back to Representative Cotta.   Representative Fletcher commented on the lack of justification.  Representative Fletcher said he wasn’t sure all the issues were resolved and he discussed some new bills that were being introduced to ensure costs are competitive.  There was discussion about last year’s rate and when that will be determined.  Mr. Fletcher said Route 100 is on a worst roads list, but he still can’t get anything new from MDOT.  Some of the process depends on how much Federal money will be forthcoming in the Federal new budget.  Mr. Fletcher said Benton can’t do much more to get action.  Mr. Fletcher said financial issues are the biggest challenge facing the legislature.    
6.  March Town Meeting.  
  -  Printing of Town Report.  Mr. Brown said the office staff had solicited bids from several printing companies and copy companies regarding the printing of the Town Report.  The office staff also had an in-house proposal .  Their proposal is $1,353.00.  Mr. Brown showed the cover of the draft Town Report.  Mr. Liberty said an office-produced Town Report would be more used-friendly and more economical.  Ms. Cormier moved to have the office staff do it.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.  
  -  Agency’s Funding Requests.  Mr. Brown said a letter was written to charitable and non-profit agencies advising them that they can attend the Town Meeting to put forth a case for their requested amounts.  
7.  Public  Hearings – February 17 at 6 PM..   Mr. Brown said the Selectmen need to sign the notification for the public hearings which will address proposals for a fire ordinance, Town Clerk term length, recall, two wind power ordinances and a Shoreland Zoning ordinance change.  There was a question about the proposed ordinances being available.   Mr. Brown said he would have his copies tomorrow and Mr. Thompson Jr. said he would have his Wednesday.  
8.  Alewives Harvesting.  Mr. Brown said there was a meeting last Wednesday with an FPL representative.  Mr. Liberty said there were other discussions with DMR regarding various scenarios.  Mr. Liberty said the discussions with FPL were regarding access to the river from Clinton Avenue.  Discussions are in the preliminary stages.  The alewife harvest starts at the end of March.  Mr. Liberty said there will probably be be a lot of activity.  
9.  Old Business.   Mr. Brown said the Town’s maps are going to be updated.  Mr. Brown said he and Ryan Stinneford met with someone from Richmond who will re-do the Town’s maps for $300-$500.  The plan is to do the maps after April 1st.   Mr. Brown said Steve Traub from Newburyport, MA has been given the contract for assessing the Benton Falls Hyrdo Dam.  Mr. Stinneford will be working with Mr. Traub.   Robert Morrissette asked about the CMP substation and Mr. Brown said he would be talking with Mr. Stinneford about that although that’s a separate issue.  Mr. Brown said the Transfer Station reported that the inmate program resulted in 13.8925 tons of recycling which saved $1,460.06.  Mr. Brown said there’s a new item for the Town Report regarding purchase of a new voting machine.  Mr. Brown said last November the machine that the Town used was loaned by the State.  The machine saved the Town a lot of money and a lot of time for the last election.  Mr. Brown said all items can be put on a ballot for counting by machine, even Town ballots.   
10.  Committee Reports.  

   a.  Planning Board and CEO.   Arthur Thompson Jr. said it was a quiet month.  The Board voted on the residential wind power ordinance at the last meeting and will vote on the commercial wind power ordinance tomorrow.  Mr. Thompson said he had houses, internal plumbing and quite a few questions on the Fitzpatrick property which went up for auction.  The State’s CEO certification program is on hold.  Mr. Thompson had a private seminar lined up which would cover the 2009 Code.  The cost is $75.00.  Mr. Brown moved to authorize the CEO to attend the seminar.  The motion was seconded; all voted in favor.  Mr. Brown said the Town got a letter from FEMA.  The issue is review of the flood plain maps.  FEMA wants members to go to a meeting.  The CEO was due to attend, but the meeting was postponed.  The new meeting date is in February.   Mr. Thompson said George Reed had been granted his bankruptcy.
   b.  Cemetery Committee.  Mr. Dudley had no comment.  
   c.   Library Committee.  Mr. Liberty said the last meeting was cancelled.  
   d.   Parks and Veterans Committee.   Mr. Brown said there was nothing new to report.     
11.  Assessing, Supplements, and Abatements.   Wayne and Barbara Paul, Map 3 Lot 10, had a supplement.  They removed 4.16 acres from farmland.  The supplemental tax was for $408.14.  Mr. Brown moved to accept it.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.
12.  Other Business and Correspondence.  Mr. Brown had a 2008 Central Maine economic report published by the Chamber of Commerce.  The annual report from the Sheriff’s Office is available.  There’s a meeting with KSTD regarding an update of combined sewer systems.  The United Way sent information regarding their neighbor-to-neighbor program for people who need help with heat; people can call 2-1-1 for help.  Rep. Ken Fletcher’s monthly letter addresses the supplemental budget plus the CMRCC status.  KSTD and KWD sent their monthly meeting minutes.  James Bowman commented about a power line in Aroostook County.  Mr. Brown said he hadn’t heard anything more from CMP regarding their new transmission line.    
13.  Adjourn.  Mr. Brown moved to adjourn at 7:45 PM.   Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.  

____________________
Secretary
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