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Town of Benton

1279 Clinton Ave.

Benton, ME  04901

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
Monday, August 10, 2009

7:00 PM, Benton Town Office

1.  Pledge of Allegiance.    Meeting called to order by Mark Brown with Ryan Liberty in attendance and Kim Cormier absent.  Mr. Brown led members in the Pledge.
2.  Opening Bids for the Alewives Sebasticook Access Road Construction.  No contractors were present so the bid-opening was postponed to the end of the meeting.*
3.  Secretary Report.   There were minutes to two meetings – the regular July Selectmen’s meeting and the July 30th special meeting to set the mill rate.  Mr. Brown moved to accept both sets of minutes.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  Both voted in favor.  
4.  Citizen Concerns.   Mr. Brown spoke to Clayton McLaughlin’s question from the last meeting regarding First Park.   The amount paid to First Park last year was $14,500.00.  The amount reimbursed was $5,382.00.  The fee next year will be $14,781.67.              

5.   Road Commissioner’s Report.    Ken Dudley said there was a drainage problem on Kelly Street.  Mr. Dudley said it can be fixed without too much cost.  The property belongs to Mr. Ouelette.  Mr. Brown said the drain has soil over it.  Mr. Dudley said that would be cleaned out.  There’s a driveway to do on the Pines Road and a culvert on Spencer Road.  Mr. Dudley will install a bus turn-around on the Monk Road.  The property belongs to Randy Raymond.   The ditches on the Bog Road can be leveled now that it has dried up.  Mr. Dudley said he went on ‘the trail’ with Peter Garrett and Bob Morrissette.  Mr. Morrissette wanted to meet with Mr. Garrett to work on the trail this summer.  Mr. Morrissette is cutting grass and cutting some wood, too.  Mr. Dudley said Mr. Morrissette would probably work on the trail by the gazebo, too.  Mr. Dudley looked into the culvert on the Bog Road and there doesn’t appear to be a hole in the culvert.  The hole in the road was filled and seems to be staying filled.
6.  2009 Mill Rate.    Mr. Brown said the mill rate was set at 11.0 on July 30th.          
7.  CMP Public Hearing – August 11, 2009 at 6:00 PM.    Mr. Brown said the hearing is tomorrow evening.  Abutters have been notified.       
8.  Junkyard Permit Renewal.    Mr. Brown delivered applications to the three junkyards.  Two have been returned.  There will be a hearing for same before the next Selectmen’s meeting.        
9.  Old Business.  Laura Rowe asked if the Town had contacted the DEP regarding the existence of wetlands in the vicinity of the proposed Sebasticook Alewife access road.  Mr. Brown said the Code Enforcement Officer spoke to the State.  Arthur Thompson Jr., the CEO, said the property in question is not wetlands by the State’s strict definition.  Ms. Rowe asked for something in writing.  Mr. Liberty asked the CEO to provide something in writing.  The CEO said he would get Rich Baker, the State’s Shoreland Zoning Coordinator, to write something up.  Ms. Rowe commented that she thought a permit was needed, and the CEO stated a permit would not be required.  Work done beyond 75 feet doesn’t need a permit.   Ron Hood commented on areas of the land that were marked with ribbons by CMP.  The CEO said the markers he saw were for plant identification and vernal pools, not wetlands.  Ms. Rowe asked if there was something to show that the Town owned the land to the river.  Mr. Liberty said he researched it just yesterday.  A similar question came up in Winslow when the river went down.  Some in Winslow had a temporary easement, but the section in Benton was bought with a quitclaim deed.  
    a.  Al Curtis said he had a map that the surveyor had produced and that the Town should have a copy.  Mr. Curtis said Mr. Brown gave him the map earlier in the day.   Mr. Brown said the material that was provided by Rep. Ken Fletcher was turned over to the Town attorney.  The Town attorney was asked to look at the land at the new high water mark versus the old high water mark, and the Town’s attorney verified that the land was the Town’s.  The deed was sent to the Registry of Deeds.  Mr. Curtis said it has nothing to do with the high water mark.  Mr. Liberty said he went to look at the ribbons that the surveyor set at the high water marks.  Mr. Curtis said the ribbons and stakes had nothing to do with it.   Mr. Liberty said if Mr. Curtis had any questions regarding the property, he should speak with the Town attorney and the surveyor.  Mr. Liberty said he is comfortable with what the attorney found and what the surveyor found.  Mr. Liberty said the professionals are who the Town relies on and they assured the Town that the Town owns to the current high water mark.  Mr. Curtis wanted to know the Town attorney’s phone number and Mr. Liberty said he would provide it.  There was discussion about Mr. Curtis meeting with the Assessors’ Agent and not being satisfied.  Mr. Liberty said Mr. Curtis needs to advise the Selectmen so the Selectmen can act.  Mr. Curtis spoke about being woken up at 2 PM in the past week by someone sent to the property in question.  Mr. Curtis said someone came on his property and the person had been told by the Town Office that he could do anything he wanted.  Mr. Liberty said he wasn’t aware of the Town sending someone to the property and no one from the Town would say someone can do anything on another land owner’s property.    
   b.  Ron Hood said Stagecoach Lane was ‘settled’ and Mr. Hood said he would be suing the Town.  Mr. Hood said it’s a 66-foot road and the Town owns it but it’s a ‘closed’ road.  
10.  Committee Reports.  

   a. Planning Board and CEO.    Mr. Thompson said it’s been a slow month with one building and one double-wide plus some plumbing permits.  The CEO and Board did a walk-around at the CMP site.  Transmission line maps were updated.  In response to a question from Mr. Liberty, the CEO said there were no apparent problems with abutting land owners.  Jim Bowman mentioned the electro-magnetic noise which was a faint hum that some couldn’t even hear when they were conducting the walk-around.  Mr. Liberty noted that the Town will benefit from a tax perspective.    
   b. Cemetery Committee.   Mr. Dudley said there some problems in the Falls Cemetery.  Mr. Hood wanted to thank the Town Office staff for making sure Brown Cemetery was mowed.         
   c. Library Committee.   Mr. Liberty said there was no report.  John Murphy, a Benton resident, asked why the Town would spend money on a library.  Mr. Liberty commented that no money is being spent yet.  The project is just in the fact-finding stage.  A couple ideas that were discussed involve a new building and meeting center, or an addition to the existing Town Office.  The library could include some historical displays as well and a meeting place for Boy Scouts and other organizations.  The Barnett Library Fund is available as well as a donation from Stephen and Tabitha King.  Mr. Liberty said there’s still a lot that needs to be done.  Mr. Liberty said Herb and Sharon Thompson have put a lot of effort into the project.  Mr. Murphy said he didn’t see the need to spend money on a library.  The Barnett Fund is at $31,000 and can only be spent on a library.  The meetings are held the last Wednesday of the month at the Town Office at 7:00 PM.            
  d.   Park and Veterans Committee.   Pat Turlo said the Committee ordered a new sign for the Veterans Memorial which will include one name for Lebanon/Grenada and several names for Desert Storm/Desert Shield.  Leighton sign is also going to update the existing signs by adding four names to World War II, twelve names to Viet Nam and one name to the Korean War.  The cost for all the updates is  $295.00 from the Park Account.  Counting all the upcoming payments for mowing and for the porta-potty, the total in the Parks Account is $550.00.  Mr. Turlo returned to the Cemetery Committee comments and said his wife, Linda, is filling in for Harry Fitzpatrick while Harry is away and she’s sold a few plots as well as helped some people with disposition of cremains.  Mrs. Turlo will handle any emergent issues and long-term issues should be handled by Harry when Harry returns.  Mr. Dudley mentioned the three lots that need fixing in the Falls Cemetery.  
11.  Assessing, Supplements, and Abatements.   None.
12.  Other Business and Correspondence.    Gary Dixon and Mr. Brown met with DOT engineers, CMP, KSTD and Fairpoint to discuss the Neck Road project.  Specs will be out by the end of October.  Mr. Dudley asked about a catch basin that Mr. Dixon had looked at 4 years ago.  Mr. Dixon said it would be done in the fall.  There was discussion about the repairs that will be made to the Neck Road.  The Transfer Station will come out with a new list of items to be recycled.  The Town will post the new list as soon as it is finalized.  Rep. Ken Fletcher’s monthly newsletter is posted which includes info about the Pine Tree Zone program expansion.  The Town received a refund of $1,857.00 from MMA Risk Management.  The KWD and KSTD monthly reports are in, too.
13.  Adjourn.    After the bid discussion (see below), Mr. Brown moved to adjourn at 8:19 PM.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  Both voted in favor.  
_________________________________

Secretary

*Item 2 continued.  Thirteen bids were opened: F. C. Work and Sons, Incorporated from Jackson, Maine. $21,728.00; Bartlett’s 10-4 Construction from Montville, Maine: $15,785.00; Len Poulin, Inc. from Benton, Maine: $10,980.00; Stanley Ames, LLC from Canaan: $26,200.00; Lee Brothers from Albion: $55,000.00; Merton Richards Inc. from Benton: $22,500.00; Vaughn Thibodeau & Sons from Bangor: $62,792.00; Don J. Gurney Inc. from Waterville: $28, 943.25; Bedard Excavation from South Paris: $35,000.00; Lupo Construction, Inc. from Etna: $37,075.00; Nitram from Benton: $25,900.00; R. A. Paradis & Son, Inc. from Newport: $24,284.00; and Vanna Logging from Dresden, Maine: $45,837.50.  The lowest four bids were reviewed.  Mr. Dudley said Mr. Lupo spoke about submitting two bids but only one was received.  In response to a question from Mr. Liberty, Mr. Dudley said he didn’t walk the property with Len Poulin.  Mr. Liberty read from the Len Poulin submittal which met the Town requirements.  The 15x20 culvert by the road was okay.  There was discussion about the second culvert which Len Poulin had in his bid as an 8-inch culvert to be installed where needed.  The Town’s proposal calls for the 15-inch culvert and one other culvert with no specs as to the size of the second culvert.  Bartlett’s 10-4 didn’t have as much detail as Len Poulin but the bid did mention culverts and the type of gravel.  The width of the road is in the proposal but the 30x30 turn-around is not mentioned.  There was discussion about removing brush and wood and the fact that Len Poulin’s proposal addressed that issue.  The contractor from Jackson stated they are going to construct the access road per plan.  Mr. Liberty read from the proposal and it looked like everything was covered.  Mert Richards’ bid simply gave the amount with no further details and said the bid was for the access road as proposed.  Nitram’s bid was 6th and mentioned the owner would be responsible for obtaining permits including permits for culverts.  Mr. Liberty said there were questions on #2 and #4 and thought the vote should be postponed.  Mr. Brown and Mr. Liberty said Lenny was ‘pretty clear.’  Mr. Brown said Lenny is ‘local.’  The other issue is the budget and the next contractor would put the Town over the budgeted amount.  There was further discussion.  Mr. Brown and Mr. Liberty asked Mr. Dudley about working with Len Poulin and there was no problem.  There was discussion about the size of the second culvert and Mr. Hood suggested that Mr. Dudley speak with Mr. Poulin about it since an 8-inch culvert might not be sufficient.  The RFP didn’t specify the size of the second culvert.  Gary Dixon said an 8-inch culvert would handle the water but there might need to be an adjustment.  Mr. Dudley said Mr. Poulin has his own gravel pits and that keeps some costs down.  Mr. Liberty moved to accept Len Poulin’s bid.  Mr. Brown seconded.  Both voted in favor.
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