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DRAFT
Town of Benton  Public Hearing/Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
Monday - November 9, 2009 --- 7:00 PM at the Benton Town Office
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES

1.  October 2009-2010 General Assistance Ordinance Appendices Adjustment.  Those present:  Mark Brown, Ryan Liberty and Kim Cormier.  There were no public comments.

SELECTMEN’S MEETING MINUTES
1.  Pledge of Allegiance.    
2.  Digital Recording of Meetings.  Meetings will be on CD as a permanent record.
3.  General Assistance Ordinance Adjusted Appendices Adoption. Mr. Liberty moved to approve.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.
4.  Secretary’s Report.  The date of the previous meeting was incorrect on the draft minutes.  It should be October 12th.  And there was an incorrect reference to “Mr.” Cormier.  With those corrections, Ms. Cormier moved to accept.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.  
5.  Citizens’ Concerns.  There was a presentation by the Spirit of America organization to the Town of Benton.  There was discussion about this year’s possible candidates for the award.  Rep. Ken Fletcher and Clayton McLaughlin discussed future funding by the State for schools.  
6.  Road Commissioner’s Report.  Ken Dudley discussed next year’s road budget.  There was discussion about School Drive and the Bog Road.  Mr. Dudley said some sand and salt is still being put up.  Mr. Dudley said he spoke to Len Poulin about the delay in plowing the Town Office lot.   Mr. Dudley said he waited on purpose to see who would call.  The bidding is ongoing for the Neck Road project.  The Town needs to sign a document that allows the extra weight on the Town roads if construction vehicles need to use Town roads.  Mr. Liberty moved to accept the waiver request.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.  The Rural Initiative Capital Improvement document was signed by the Selectmen.  The winter parking ban notice was published in the SENTINEL.    
7.  Alewives Road Construction.   There was a delay with the completion.  Mr. Brown said the Alewife Warden, Rick Lawrence, sent a letter to the Town asking the Selectmen to choose a contractor.  Mr. Lawrence favored reappointment of Ron Weeks.  There was discussion about setting the connection for the weir in the river.  Ms. Cormier moved to accept Mr. Lawrence’s recommendation.  There was discussion about the great job done by Mr. Weeks.  There was discussion about the fact that a 3-year contract was being recommended.  Mr. Liberty said he wanted other possible contractors to know the choice was being made.  There was discussion that there was no ‘second’ to Ms. Cormier’s motion. Mr. Liberty move to table the issue.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor to table.  
8.  Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Day Report.  Lots of computers were dropped off.
9.  Holiday Assistance Program.  The food pantry donates gifts to children.  Benton hasn’t contributed even though several families have benefited each year.  There was a suggestion to bring it to the Budget Committee for next year.  This year, donations will have to be solicited since no Town funds were appropriated for such gifts.
10.  Town Office Building Study.  No discussion.
11.  KSTD Pump Station Agreement.  KSTD sent a 3-year contract proposal.  The proposal is for $1,900 per year per station and there are two stations.  Ms. Cormier moved to accept.  Mr. Brown seconded.  All voted in favor.
12.  Election Day Results.  The results were posted in the lobby.   
13.  Old Business.  Ms. Cormier attended a PSAP meeting in Augusta.  It was a panel by a company seeking recommendations.  Irving proposed an ‘insurance’ contract for repairs and maintenance of the Town’s heating system.  The cost includes cleaning.  Ms. Cormier moved to sign up for the contract.  Mr. Brown seconded.  The vote was 2 in favor with Mr. Liberty abstaining.  There was discussion about the dog that bit someone on Crummet Street.  The ACO is working with the DA.   There was discussion about the dogs over my Andrea Avenue.
14.  Committee Reports
      - Planning Board and CEO.  Business is slowing down.  The CEO and Planning Board are looking at new ordinances including a requirement for a slab under mobile homes.  There was discussion about Ames Trailer Park and the CEO said it’s a subdivision, not a trailer park.  They are modular homes.  Mr. Dudley said there was a problem with ditching.  The owner is doing what the Planning Board required.  The CEO asked for funding for eight copies of the 2010 Maine’s Planning and Land Use manual.  Mr. Liberty moved to approve the Planning Board purchases.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.

      - Cemetery Committee.  There was discussion about asking the contractor to mow one more time.   Mr. Brown said he would call.  
      - Library Committee.  Mr. Liberty said the committee is meeting on the 17th.
      - Park and Veterans Committee.  The new addition to the memorial is in place.  Matthew Kent has been added to the list of veterans to be on the memorial next year.  New benches will be purchased.  
15.  Assessing Supplements and Abatements.   An abatement to Evelyn Bolduc Map 12 Lot 2-18 of $968.66 due to a TRIO error that doubled the value of the property; an abatement to Arthur Thompson Sr. at Map 23 Lot 14 who was charged for a riverside lot but the old church never has never been part of the riverside lot which has a separate deed.  .  The abatement is for 3 years with  2007 at $174.60, 2008 at $160.05, and $121.77 for 2009. Mr. Cormier moved to accept the abatements.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.
16.  Other Business and Correspondence.    The rabies clinic is Saturday.  The office processed 83 real estate foreclosure notices and 13  for sewer liens.  The office also processed 17 vitals transactions, 251 vehicle registrations, 50 hunting licenses and 20 dog licenses.  The Kennebec Messalonskee Trail is looking for a new access on Crummet Street.  On the south side of Gary Bulger’s property, there’s a sewer line that trail users could walk across and Mr. Bulger is okay with it.  There will be no cost to the Town.  Mr. Liberty moved to approve allowing Kennebec-Messalonskee Trail to improve access to the trail across the Town sewer line.  Ms. Cormier seconded.  All voted in favor.
17.  Adjourn.  Mr. Brown moved to adjourn at 8:45 PM.  Ms. Cormier seconded.   All voted in favor.
__________________________
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