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Town of Benton

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
Monday – March 8, 2010
7:00 PM at the Benton Town Office
1.  Pledge of Allegiance.    
2.  Secretary’s Report.  Ms. Cormier moved to accept the minutes of the February meeting.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.  
3.  Citizens’ Concerns.  Patrick Turlo had a fax from the Governor’s office proclaiming April as Sexual Assault Awareness month.  There’s a template for a Town proclamation.
4.  Road Commissioner’s Report.  Mr. Dudley commented about dead trees on the Monk Road from the last wind storm.  Mr. Brown said he felt 1,048 yards of winter sand still needed to be put up in the salt shed.  Mr. Brown gave Mr. Dudley a KVCOG request regarding road priorities.  Mr. Brown wrote a letter to the Sebasticook River Watershed Association about fixing the culvert on the McCarthy Road.  They will review it and see what types of materials are needed.  The Town may get a grant to repair it.        
5.  Snowplowing issues.  None.  Ms. Cormier commented on ‘rumors’ that referred to ‘double-dipping.’  Ms. Cormier said there is no issue.  MMA provided clarification that there is no ‘double-dipping.’  Mr. Turlo’s Memo regarding his discussion with MMA is available.  Getting back to snowplowing, Mr. Brown said Mr. Poulin will submit new info for a contract renewal.  
6.  2010 Town Meeting.  Mr. Brown commented on Charles Kent’s absentee ballot request.  Two ballots were mailed to the same address in Florida and Mr. Kent received the second one even though the first one was mailed to the exact same address.  Mr. Kent’s ballot was finally received.
7.  Kennebec Water District Legislative changes LD 1783.  Mr. Brown said KWD sent info to the Town regarding term limits for water District board members.  
8.  Old Business.
9.  Committee Reports
      - Planning Board and CEO.  Two permits were issued.  A hot dog stand application pends.
      - Cemetery Committee.  Mr. Brown said the lawn contract is renewed annually.  Mr. Dudley commented on fences that need fixing.   
      - Library Committee.  Herb Thompson said the Committee didn’t meet last month and will meet at the end of March.
     - Park and Veterans Committee.  Gary Poulin discussed Brian Buker’s gravesite and the need to better honor Benton’s MOH recipient. 
      - Office Staff Report.   The Town website was updated.  Office personnel processed and mailed over 40 accounts payable checks totaling $163,516.66. Payroll checks were tabulated, processed and issued.  Office personnel processed 14 vitals transactions; over 500 vehicle registrations totaling over $88,000 including extensive work with Pike Industry and Bridgecorp to process over 150 of their vehicle, trailer and special equipment registrations; 24 hunting and fishing licenses; and 13 recreational vehicle registrations.  Office personnel completed end-of-month reports to the State for dog license and recreational vehicle transactions.  The office also compiled, completed and mailed weekly motor vehicle registration reports to the State.  Office staff prepared, typed and posted the Town Warrant for the 2010 Town Meeting.  Office staff also scheduled David Bernier (Deputy Moderator), ballot clerks and the Grange Hall for the Town Meeting.  Office staff prepared, printed and collated 250 copies of the Town Report.   The Town Clerk and a Deputy - Pat Turlo - processed 61 absentee ballot requests for the March election.  The ballot machine memory cards were tested in preparation for election day.  Appointment papers were prepared for all committee members and positions requiring same.  Mr. Brown said there was Town Warrant article for KVCAP Transportation what was incorrect.
10.  Assessing Supplements and Abatements.  None.
11.  Other Business and Correspondence.  There was discussion about using inmates to help do work around the Town.  Sheriff Randy Liberty commented about a program where the Sheriff’s Department picks up unwanted drugs.  The Alewives Harvesters of Maine sent a thank-you to the Town.
12.  Adjourn.  Mark Brown moved to adjourn at 7:50 PM.  The motion was seconded.  All voted in favor.
_________________________

Secretary
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