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DRAFT

Town of Benton

Selectmen’s Meeting, Monday - January 11, 2010

7:00 PM - Benton Town Office
REGULAR MEETING
   1.  Pledge of Allegiance.  Present were Ryan Liberty, Kim Cormier, and Mark Brown.    Mr. Liberty chaired the meeting.
   2.  Secretary’s Report.  Ms. Cormier moved to accept the minutes of the December 2009 meeting.  Mr. Brown seconded.  All voted in favor.
   3.  Citizens’ Concerns.  Jim Bowman asked about the sign at the bottom of the hill by the aqquarium.  The trail sign has been replaced by an “open” flag.  Bob Morrissette said the trail sign was removed because of the dog issue.    Mr. Liberty said they are trying to encourage people to use the other trail entrance until the Crummet Street entrance is okay.
   4.  Road Commissioner’s Report.  Ken Dudley had information about the 2010 proposal from Pike regarding, among other roads, Wyman Road.  There was discussion about the Neck Road project.  In response to a question from Mr. Liberty, Len Poulin said the alewife road is done, the culvert is in, and the wood is picked up.  Mr. Dudley verified that it was done.  
   5.  Snow Plowing Issues.  There were mailbox issues and some unique storms.  Len Poulin and Ken Dudley commented on the various issues that Mr. Liberty posed.  Ms. Cormier suggested using the e-mail system to report issues to Len Poulin and get reports back to the Town.  All agreed to use e-mails for mailbox and plowing issues with a hard copy to Mr. Dudley.   Mr. Brown asked about the sand and salt.  Mr. Poulin said he will start bringing more in.  
   6.  2010 Town Meeting and Nomination Papers - Papers due Jan 26, 2010. 
   7.  Budget Committee Meeting, Wednesday January 20, 2010, 7:00 PM.  Mr. Brown asked for warrant articles if anyone has any.
   8.  Clinton New Vehicle Registrations.  Mr. Brown said the Clinton office staff met with the State and they are doing registrations until January 31st.    
   9.  Town Office Building Study.  Mr. Liberty is getting estimates to fix the existing building and to possibly add on to the building.  
   10.  Old Business.  Mike White commented about dogs running loose and the fact that the Town constable had threatened him (Mr. White) with a ticket for filing a false report.  Mr. White said he ‘pleaded’ with Mike Spaulding not to issue a ticket.  Mr. Brown said he spoke to Mr. Spaulding and the issue is that the DA needs evidence that will hold up in court.  Mr. White said he got a letter regarding the issue.  Mr. Brown said he has a file on the dogs and the ACO, Dave Huff, has made 14 visits to the residence with the dogs.   Mr. Brown said he would call Mr. Spaulding and speak to Mr. Huff regarding the ‘threat.’  
   11  Committee Reports.  
         - Planning Board and CEO.  Arthur Thompson said it was a slow month with one building addition.  In response to a question from Ms. Cormier, Mr. Thompson said he hasn’t heard back from anyone about the two places on the Unity Road with the camper.  He will send a second letter.  There was discussion about the need for a public hearing if new ordinances are proposed.
         - Cemetery Committee.  None.
         - Library Committee.  There was no meeting during the holidays.  
         - Park and Veterans Committee.  None.  
         - Office Staff Report.  Ms. Cormier read the office staff report regarding updates to the Town website; processing of 48 accounts payable checks totaling $203,040.47, 120 vehicle registrations, 100 hunting and/or fishing licenses, 90 dog licenses, over 140 snowmobile registrations totaling $6,578.55, and 64 dog licenses; end-of-fiscal year close-out on TRIO; end-of-month and end-of-quarter reports to the State for plumbing fees, dog license fees, recreational vehicle fees and motor vehicle registrations; prep for the auditor who is due January 14th and 15th;  collating Town Report materials; processing, printing, stuffing envelopes, stamping and filing 196 late-dog letters and 184 sewer bills; and processing W-2 forms and 1099 forms for the Town with reports filed with the State and the IRS.
   12.  Assessing Supplements and Abatements.  None.
   13.  Other Business and Correspondence.  Mr. Brown said Clinton wanted to know if Benton would want to help support the Clinton police department.  Mr. Liberty said the Town gets sufficient coverage.  Mr. Brown said he felt the same as did Ms. Cormier.  Mr. Brown said he would give Clinton the feedback that Benton is satisfied with the current coverage.  Kennebec County Soils and Water District provided information regarding a program of assistance that would cost the Town $4,800.00.  Mr. Brown said the CEO didn’t think the Town needed it.  Mr. Brown moved to not consider the proposal.  Ms. Cormier seconded.   All voted in favor.  The county is changing the end of fiscal year to July.  Mr. Brown said the Treasurer, David Gagnon, advised to pay as we go, and not go on a budget plan option.  Somerset County’s PSAP agreement will change to a July-to-July schedule, too.  CMP provided a contact person for tree-trimming questions or issues.     
   14.  Adjourn.  Ms. Cormier moved to adjourn at 8:20 PM.  Mr. Liberty seconded.  All voted in favor.
_____________________________

Secretary
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