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Town of Benton

1279 Clinton Ave.

Benton, ME  04901

Planning Board Minutes

January 13, 2009 - 7:00 PM

Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Sharon Thompson at 7:00 PM.  

1.  Call to Order/Roll Call.  Those present were Ms. Thompson, Lance Shores, Roger Averill, Robin Patterson, Patricia Lanning, Ed Hoyt and Arthur Thompson Jr. - CEO.          

2.  Review and Approve Minutes.  Mr. Hoyt moved to accept the minutes of the December meeting.  Mr. Averill seconded.  All voted in favor.  
3.  CEO Report.   Mr. Thompson said it was a slow month with no permits.  There have been some phone calls and some landlord-tenant issues.  There was discussion about draining the water on the Neck Road property next to Dan Dow’s property.  Mr. Averill said he received an e-mail from DOT regarding the Neck Road and the DOT said the project will be underway in May 2010 and will be completed in November 2010.  Mr. Dudley said someone in Bangor commented that there may be Federal funding available.  There was discussion about changing Neck Road to a dirt road which would be easier to grade and maintain.  
4.  Citizen Concerns.   None.
5.  Old Business.  Wind Power Ord.   Mr. Thompson provided a copy of the draft ordinance.  The Board looked at the Freedom ordinance.  Mr. Thompson said there should be a separate one for commercial operations.  The height limitation should be 100 feet for private ones in the rural district.  The commercial height limit will probably be better at 200 feet.  There was discussion about the height versus wind.  Mr. Thompson said he couldn’t find any private ones with a fire suppression system so he eliminated that clause from the proposal.  On item 13, Mr. Thompson said the distance requirement should be 1.1 from existing power lines and 1.5 from residences.  The minimum distance from the ground to a blade is 25 feet.  There was discussion about a “cone” configuration.  Mr. Averill said the 100-foot restriction would probably apply to the tip of the blade or the tip of the cone.  There was discussion about bringing the current write-up to the Budget Committee and then it will go to Town Meeting.  Mr. Hoyt asked about the lot size.  Mr. Thompson said that’s where the problem would be, i.e., in the Village zone.  Mr. Averill didn’t think there should be a prohibition in a residential area provided the power line restriction and other limits were met.  Mr. Averill said there are companies that will test the wind in the area.  Mr. Thompson said he hoped to have a commercial draft done for the next Planning Board meeting.  Mr. Averill moved to put the residential proposal before the Budget Committee with the changes suggested by the CEO.  The motion was seconded.  All voted in favor.  The commercial proposal will be presented at the next meeting.  The CEO said his definition of ‘residential’ was “home owner” as opposed to a business.  A farm could have one tower to power the house and that would be residential.  If there were more towers to sell power on a grid, it would be considered commercial.  Mr. Averill said if a residential wind tower generates more power than is needed, then it goes onto the grid but it is not ‘sold’ so it would still be a residential use.  
6.  New Business – Public Hearings.   Mr. Thompson said the public hearings for the various Town Meeting issues would be held on February 17th at 6:00 PM.  There was discussion about a noise ordinance with regard to the M-16 and the ‘firing range.’  Mr. Thompson said he called the State Trooper regarding the issue.  There was discussion about taking readings of the decibel levels.  Mr. Averill suggested to the CEO that he check with KVCOG.  There was discussion about hours of operation, too.  The decibel reading must be taken at the property line.  There was discussion about whether there were restrictions on where a weapon can be used.  Mr. Herb Thompson suggested a new ordinance with regard to use of weapons.  Mr. Arthur Thompson Jr. said it’s a ‘legal’ firing range.  There were questions about the State laws that apply.  Mr. Arthur Thompson Jr. said he would check on the legality.  There was further discussion about the noise level, the night-time shooting, and the line-of-sight when the firing is taking place.  
7.  Adjourn.   There was a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded.  All voted in favor.
___________________________

Patricia Lanning
Secretary 
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