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DRAFT
Town of Benton

1279 Clinton Ave.

Benton, ME  04901

Public Hearing Minutes

August 11, 2009 – 6:00 PM

1.  Public Hearing for CMP Substation on Albion Road.  The Hearing was called to order by Sharon Thompson.  John Titus and other CMP representatives were present to answer any questions.  Mr. Titus discussed the State-wide project in brief.  The power reliability program has been going on for three years.  The last time it was upgraded was in the 1970s.  One of the substations included in the upgrade is the proposed one on the Albion Road.  Mr. Titus discussed the power line additions as well as the substation.  CMP has been acquiring property in order to widen the corridor.  The east-west corridor doesn’t need to be widened.  The upgrade involves 4.3 miles of power lines in one corridor and 3.7 miles in another corridor plus the 11.4 acre substation.  There was a question about a stream that runs south and north.  The commenter had a question about the impact on his organic  fields.  Mr. Titus said 3.5 acres of wetlands will be impacted and is being addressed with the DEP.  Mr. Titus said he was aware of the stream.  There was discussion about the location of the secondary stream.  Mr. Titus said a storm water package had been submitted to the DEP.  The commenter was concerned about run-off from creosote in the poles that would contaminate his fields.  Mr. Titus said the run-off should not impact the person’s organic farm.  There was a question about noise levels.  Mr. Titus said a lot of work had been done to address noise.  Mr. Titus said the noise levels are well within DEP limits if one is standing on abutting land.  The maximum noise level at night is 45 decibels. 
   a.  Scott Cyrway said he was concerned with the buzzing noise.  Mr. Cyrway also wanted to know how many ohms the substation would be producing.  He said some people are allergic to the waves.  Mr. Cyrway said he called the Environmental Health Center in Dallas, Texas regarding the issue.  Mr. Titus said substations have been installed all over the U.S. and CMP had studies to show there are no harmful effects.  Mr. Titus said the Winslow substation is different from the Benton substation.  Mr. Cyrway had asked “Why Benton” and Mr. Titus showed the map of where the corridors intersect.  Mr. Cyrway asked if there were a less residential area to put a substation and Mr. Titus responded that it would be hard to find a less residential area plus DEP and others have looked at the impacts as far as noise and other possible health issues.  
   b.  Roger Dixon said he and his fiancé own property on the Unity Road next to where the power lines are going to be upgraded with bigger towers.  Mr. Dixon said when the project was started, CMP bought property on the “other side” and he felt CMP should have offered to buy property on both sides.  Mr. Dixon said when the project is done, the Town of Benton should re-assess the properties next to the power lines because the values are going to plummet.  Mr. Dixon said CMP should buy out both sides.  Mr. Titus said CMP was buying only on the side where they needed the right-of-way.  One of the CMP reps stated that the PUC decides how much CMP can spend.  They regulate the money that CMP spends.  The PUC would never accept a proposal to buy land on the opposite side.  Even if CMP wanted to buy the land for good community relations, the PUC would not allow it.  Mr. Dixon said he keeps getting mail that he has to sign for.  Mr. Titus said the regulatory agencies require CMP to send out certified updates to the abutters.  Mr. Titus said the upgrade is moving forward because the project does not present a health issue.  Mr. Cyrway wanted to know if he could vote on it.  Roger Averill said there’s no vote by residents.   The public hearing is to get information.  In response to a question, Mr. Averill said said the Planning Board could “turn down” the project but only if the project violates any Town ordinances.  The Board can’t make a ‘new ruling.’  Mr. Averill said the Town ordinances are available.  Jim Bowman brought up childhood leukemia and Mr. Titus said there have been studies but there is no conclusive evidence to show there’s a connection.  Mr. Titus discussed other wetland areas that would have been impacted much more severely than the current project’s impact.  There was a question about DMF and at what distance there are issues.  Mr. Titus had a study done by Dr. Bailey who’s an EMF expert.  The study shows the impact at the edge of the right-of-way.  There are no EMF issues to abutters.  Mr. Cyrway said he would sell his property because of the health concerns.  Mr. Bowman requested shading for the lighting.  There was another question about sound-proofing and Mr. Titus said the noise level would be very low.  Mr. Titus said rain and wind would mask any noise from the lines.  CMP would be moving forward with the DEP permit and other permits.  The Towns will be notified when the project is ready to move forward.  Mr. Titus answered a question about why single poles are used in some areas and double poles in other areas.  Someone asked about whether CMP was using eminent domain.  Mr. Titus said the project involves 360 miles of corridor.  It’s an expensive and important project.   CMP doesn’t normally exercise eminent domain but there may be a few cases where they will have to.  Mr. Titus didn’t believe there were any eminent domain cases in Benton.  
   c.  Mr. Titus said the 3 years of planning involved looking at many corridors and many options.  There are serious needs in the Winslow-Waterville area and the Benton location is “strategic.”  Windsor is going to get a new substation and Cumberland, too.   Mr. Cyrway wanted to know how Benton would benefit.  Mr. Titus mentioned the tax benefits.  The resident who asked about having his property re-assessed stated that he didn’t have his question answered yet.  The CEO said it wasn’t a Planning Board function.  Mr. Averill said the resident could contact the Assessors’ Agent any time.  Mr. Cyrway asked about the effect on the Town.  Mr. Averill said the project will get the Town about $30,000,000.00 in tax value.  There was a comment that CMP is one of the top two taxpayers in the Town.  There was discussion about the Assessor’s role in assessing the upgrades.  There was discussion about the area around Benton Elementary school.  There may be new poles but no change in location around the school.  Mr. Cyrway asked why two power stations were so close together.  There was discussion about different KV levels at the two substations.  There was discussion about getting the substation as close as possible to where the need is.  Mr. Cyrway spoke again about getting someone to investigate the hazards.  Mr. Averill said the Board would rely on what the State or Federal Government allows.   Mr. Averill said the Town requires 45 decibels at the property line.  If it’s over 45, then the CEO would be sent to test the noise level at the line.  Mr. Averill explained that two of the Board members could not hear anything from the lines during the walk-around.  There was a comment that the level in the room during the meeting was about 100 decibels.  Mr. Titus said he would leave some hand-outs regarding the issues that were discussed.        
   d.  Mr. Averill said the Board was going to need an engineer study on the area where there were potential contaminants.  The Board will also need to know what contaminants will come from the substation and go into the ground with a graph showing what will go into the ground and the rate.  The Board will need a letter stating the maximum ohms at the substation and the maximum allowed.  The Board will need a report that identifies the problems at the 3 largest substations in Maine which isn’t just limited to ohms and noise levels.  Mr. Averill noted that the lights should be shaded toward the ground.  Mr. Averill suggested that he would move to have another public hearing at the next Planning Board meeting.  Mr. Titus said he would be able to attend the next meeting but a lot of the items are being addressed through the DEP application process which might not be completed by the next Planning Board meeting.  Mr. Averill said the information regarding the other 3 largest substations would be beneficial.  There was a question about how many large substations are around.  One of the CMP reps said there are stations that have been there since the 1970s but he didn’t want to guess how many.  They would get that information.  There was discussion about what’s ‘new’ with the new substation.  There are new relays and new monitoring systems.  There was a comment that there would be no PCBs in the new substation.  There was more discussion about noise levels.  Mr. Averill said if the State or Federal agencies were to comment that there are hazards involved in the project, the Board would act on it.  The Selectmen could initiate a legal case if the completed project were in violation.  Mr. Averill was asked about the Hayward Road substation and he said he had heard no complaints.  A resident said he hadn’t been notified about other hearings and meetings.  The CMP rep commented that several notices had been sent out.  The Town resident said he only got the last one.  The CMP rep took the person’s name and address and said he would check the mailing list.  Mrs. Thompson said the next public hearing could be held at 6:00 PM on September 8th.  Mr. Averill said CMP is doing the mailing.  Mr. Cyrway asked about getting noise readings from the 3 large substations.  Mr. Averill said CMP would get the information but the Benton CEO can take his own readings.  A resident said the noise is the loudest when it’s drizzling.  Mr. Averill moved to close the public hearing and Mr. Hoyt seconded.  All voted in favor.           
Planning Board Minutes

August 11, 2009 - 7:00 PM

1.  Call to Order and Roll Call.  Meeting called to order by Chairwoman Sharon Thompson at 7:45 PM.  Those present were Ms. Thompson, Lance Shores, Roger Averill, Patricia Lanning, Ed Hoyt and Arthur Thompson Jr. - CEO.         

2.  Review and Approve Minutes.  Mr. Hoyt moved to accept the July minutes as printed.  Ms. Lanning  seconded.  All voted in favor.  
3.  CEO Report.   Mr. Thompson had 1 double-wide house on Nicole Lane the past month and a garage plus a shed plus two subsurface permits.  The CEO said he had been working with CMP, too.     
4.  Citizen Concerns.   None.
5.  Old Business: John Titus CMP Substation.  Mr. Averill said per item e on page 27, the Board has to take final action within the period 35 days after the public hearing.  At the end of next month’s hearing, the Board will vote that the application is complete.  If more info is needed, the Board will reject the application.  Mr. Averill said CMP could request an extension before the 35 days is up.         
     New Business – John Titus/CMP Transmission Lines.  The CEO said the item was covered during the public hearing.  Mr. Averill noted that four members of the Board did the walk-around for the substation site. 
   Paul Verville:  CU Bridge St Garage.  The CEO said Mr. Verville was applying for a Conditional Use Permit in the old Blue Skye Auto building.  Mr. Verville wants to open a taxi stand and repair shop on Bridge Street plus he may also want to sell used cars.  Mr. Averill said its commercially zoned.  The application fee has been paid.  The deed shows Verville as the owner.  Mr. Averill wanted to know if the applicant was aware that surplus oil had to be in State-inspected containers.  A fuel tank will be used and it will be removed periodically.  Mr. Averill asked if there were a concrete containment area.  There was a comment that the interior floor was concrete.  The applicant said he wasn’t aware of the requirement for the containment.  Mr. Averill asked if the fire department was okay with the building.  The building’s doors must open outward.  Mr. Averill asked the applicant to go to the fire department and have the building looked at.  The applicant said he would get the letter from the Fire Department.  Mr. Averill moved that the application be approved subject to the applicant providing the remaining information to the CEO.  The motion was seconded.  All voted in favor.  The CEO said a double-walled tank should meet the requirement for containment but he would check with the DEP.  Ms. Thompson commented that the letter from fire department was the other pending item.  The permit will state that the applicant must meet all Federal, State and local regulations.      
     Harrison Littlefield Application.   The CEO said there was another permit application from Harrison Littlefield for an auto repair business on the East Benton Road.  All the site drawings were there.  The CEO said there was a perimeter survey and the building is on a 10-acre site.  The deed is in his name.  Mr. Averill said the same rules applied.  The used oil storage must be in a double-walled tank, the applicant must get a letter from the fire department, and the permit will state that all Federal, State and local rules must be complied with.  The building’s doors must open outward.  The CEO said the applicant had paid the fee.  Mr. Averill moved to approve the Littlefield application.  The motion was seconded.  All voted in favor.  Mr. Averill moved that a public hearing wasn’t needed for both applications.  Everyone voted in favor.  Mr. Averill said the State is the one that requires doors to open outward.  
    Town Of Benton: Road Construction in RP Zone for Alewive Lane.   The CEO said it’s an “allowed use” per the Town’s Shoreland Zoning rules.   The Board has to vote on the 250-foot to 75-foot zone.  The area is in a resource protection zone.  In response to a question from Mr. Averill, the CEO said the Town has clear title to all the land in question.  The deed is recorded in Augusta.  In response to a question from Mr. Averill, the CEO said he saw no problem with the Town’s request.  Mr. Averill asked if the Town voted on building the road.  The CEO said the Town voted to buy the land and build the road.  Mr. Averill moved to not have a public hearing.  Mr. Hoyt seconded.  All voted in favor.  Mr. Averill moved to approve the project.  The motion was seconded.  All voted in favor.   The CEO said he thought there was a long-range plan to develop the location for recreational uses including a place to put kayaks in the river.  Mr. Averill mentioned there was a resident right next door to the property who was pretty vocal about the project.  There was discussion about who can fish for alewives in Benton.    
7.  Adjourn.   There was a motion to adjourn at 8:10 PM.  Mr. Hoyt seconded.  All voted in favor.
___________________________

Patricia Lanning
Secretary 
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