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Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:09 pm on Tuesday, December 14, 2010 by Chairperson Robert Stuart. Selectboard members Robert Stuart, David W. Lunt, Robert Roxby, Arthur Fernald and Duncan Bond were present. Administrative Assistant J. Bellah was in attendance.   5 members of the public were also present.  
Agenda

I. Review and Acceptance of Minutes from Selectboard Meeting held on Friday, December 3, 2010.  AF notes that the sentence referencing the butler trail should be clarified so that it differentiates between the butler trail and trails on MCHT land.  AF notes grammatical corrections – capitalization of AF, spelling of “Laurette”. AF moved to accept minutes as amended; DWL 2nd;  Unan. Approval  
II. Old Business
A. Harbor Dredging: ROS has contacted J. Clement to inform him that a meeting held on Dec. 20, 2010 would not work for discussing harbor dredging or the harbor moorings.  ROS will continue to contact J. Clement as he has yet to receive a reply.
B. MCHT Meeting – Tabled
C. Town Officials – Clarification is made that the Selectboard is acting in the roll of Health Officer and Sharon Daily is serving as consultant.  JB to contact surrounding town’s to see if contracting the roll of animal control officer is an option.
D. Municipal Building –

i. Heat in fire bay – Paul Charpentier has completed work in sending heat to the fire bay and completing work on the exposed wires.

ii. Painting of the fuel tank will be addressed in the spring
E. Town Wharf Contract – Jay Desjardin requests that the completion date for the contract be extended into the spring as the weather will affect his ability to work on elements of the contract. Board comes to consensus on extending the contract’s time.
III. New Business
A.  Army Corps of Engineers – Moorings – Discussed in II. A.

B. School Sign – JB presents sign Marissa has chosen for entrance to school.  DB moves to order sign. AF 2nd.

IV. Administrative
A. Warrant- signed

B. Mail- MCHT has sent a letter to the town requesting a meeting to discuss the condition of the trails.  Terry Towne inspected trails and found evidence of trail damage as a result of four wheeler use.  MCHT asks to work with board to develop a solution.  Board discusses that they believe most of the damage was caused by storms and that ATV activity is usually hunting related. ROS will call Terry to discuss. 
V. Other Business
A. JB informs board that she has briefly researched the issue of the church land ownership.  A cursory examination of deeds available in the Hancock County Register of Deeds seems to indicate that the land the school, church, and parsonage sit on was sold to the “Inhabitants of Long Island Plantation (now Frenchboro)” in book 1089 page 493.  JB attempted to search for any properties owned by the Long Island Congregational Church; however the name of the church entity has changed too often to give definite results.  JB called MMA legal department to clarify actions the Town must take if the land is owned by the Town.  Legal recommends that before the Town can take action on this issue, more detailed research would need to be undertaken by a professional title researcher. The Town’s insurance provider and auditor have no record of the church land being claimed as an asset of the Town.  
i. ROS states that the Selectboard cannot authorize expenditure of funds to research the title chain and that it is not the responsibility of the Town to pay to prove it does not own land.  The land transfer from the Rockfellers occured before the existence of the “Town” and there is no record of the property being conveyed to the Town after it came into existence. Island Institute endowments were established at the time of the land transfer that clearly differentiates between the church, school, and parsonage. ROS gives example of the Library and Museum deeds that were part of the same transfer.
B. Fire Department Training – Fire Chief Rebecca Lenfestey requests that the Board develop a budget for the department to use to facilitate training and transportation of the new brush truck.  Board informs the Chief that she must work within her current department budget and recommends the department seek to lower costs by recruiting fishing boats as transportation and eliminate overnight stays.  
C. DWL informs the board that he has spoken with an individual regarding water treatment.  There is a possibility that the Town could install a system that would remove arsenic from the municipal building that would preclude digging a separate well. DWL will look further into this option and develop a cost estimate.
D. JB informs board that she noticed that the Town was being overcharged for the constable’s workers compensation.  Her research determined that the Town was being charged the liability rate of a constable endowed with police powers and who carried a weapon.  Board signs letter to MMA clarifying that the constable does not have police powers and does not carry a weapon.  Letter will go on record with MMA and rates will be adjusted.
E. DB moves to approve invoice for work completed by Paul Charpentier in the fire bay as the total sum is below $ 500.00 and so work does not require a bid. DWL 2nd.

F. DB moves to receive the Treasurer’s receipt as submitted. AF 2nd.

VI. Adjourned- motion to adjourn 6:54 pm  Next Meeting:  1/7
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[image: image1.png]



1

[image: image1.png]