MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON JULY 26, 2007

The following are the minutes of the meeting of the Ordinance Committee held on July 26, 2007.

The meeting was an organizational meeting held to reinstate the ordinance committee after a period of inactivity dating back to March of 2007, due to lack of a quorum.  A new member, Valerie Philbrick, was installed at the meeting, which brings the number of members to a total of three, which is a quorum, and the group is now active.  

After a brief orientation with the town manager, Perry Elsworth, who informed the Ordinance Committee that the town is looking to hire an outside consultant to revise the ordinances and will work with the Ordinance Committee in this process, Mr.  Ellsworth then left to attend to other city business.

The official meeting of the Ordinance Committee was called to order at 7:20 p.m. on Thursday, July 26, 2007.  The three members of group were in attendance, Carol Florkiewicz, Tony Marcellino, and Valerie Philbrick.    

The first order of business was to elect a chair for the group.  Valerie made a motion that Carol be elected to chair the group.  Tony seconded the motion, which was affirmed by all three members.  It was also decided at the meeting that Tony would be the assistant chair, and that Valerie would be the secretary, which was voted affirmatively by all members.  

The second order of business was that a submission procedure be instituted for all proposed ordinances.  Tony presented a rough draft for a submission letter, which was reviewed by all members and approved.  It was agreed that the Ordinance Committee will develop an ordinance and present it with the Ordinance Submission Letter to the Planning Board.  The Planning Board will review each ordinance, either approve, disapprove, and/or suggest changes, and return the ordinance to the Ordinance Committee with commentary.  The Ordinance Committee after making the proposed changes, will ultimately, upon approval of the Planning Board, present the ordinance to the Board of Selectman for final approval, after which time, the ordinance will be implemented.  

It was decided by the Ordinance Committee that we need to present the Ordinance Submission Letter to the Planning Board at their next meeting.  A decision was made to place the item on the agenda for the next Planning Board meeting, which is scheduled for August 8, 2007, to formalize the ordinance admission procedure.  The new chair, Carol,  will contact the Code Enforcement Officer, Bob Griescom, in the interim to request that he place this item on the agenda for the next meeting.

It was decided that the Ordinance Committee needs to work with the Planning Board to review and identify the priority of a specific list of ordinances that was given to the committee.   All interested members of the Planning Board will be invited to attend the next meeting of the Ordinance Committee to facilitate this process.   It was agreed that at the appropriate time, all members of the Ordinance Committee will be assigned specific ordinances to work on with possible workshops to be held with input from members of the community in the future.  

The members of the Ordinance Committee exchanged e-mail addresses.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 

The next meeting of the Ordinance Committee is scheduled for August 23, 2007, at 6:30 p.m.   

Signed this day of ________________________, 2007.

____________________________________________

Valerie Philbrick

Secretary, Ordinance Committee 

