Rangeley Police Department
     Town records show that in 1855 Nehamiah Kimball was appointed as constable with the Town of Rangeley.  This position was carried throughout the 1800’s by various people.  When no one was available, the head selectman took the title.  In the early 1900’s the position received funding from the Town consisting of $10.00 a year pay, a charge of $3.00 per call.

     By the 1920’s, another constable was added and a budget of $1,200 was appropriated.  The constable position included patrol and other maintenance jobs.  By 1929, another position was added called a night watchman who was paid $500.00 to keep an eye on the Rangeley Village.

     Throughout the early to mid 1900’s, the constables were placed under many different titles such as: Night Watchman, Special Police, Patrol, Protection, Highway Patrol, Summer/Winter Patrol and Plantation Patrol.  These positions were also placed under different departments including Fire and Highway.

     In 1953 it was noted that in 1954 they would put all these titles and positions under Police and in 1954 the Town named them Special Police, placing all the different titles under their own department called Protection, with two officers and a $950.00 a year budget for salaries.

     This carried on into the late 1900’s, with several different people being added to do all the different jobs that the Special Police were given.  These jobs included patrolling the entire Rangeley region with added patrols for the summer, winter, and the plantations.

     By the 1970’s, the Police were primarily made up of one officer that they gave the title of Chief of Police.  There were several people who worked for the department part time.  Pretty much the Chief was doing it all and would be called out if needed.  This person, as in the past, supplied all his own equipment.

     By the 1980’s, they added a second officer so the duties and responsibilities could be shared.  The title of Chief of Police was also known as OIC (Officer in Charge) and he held the rank of Sergeant.  That was later changed back to Chief of Police by the late 1990’s and a third officer’s position was added.

     In 2001 the Town officially advertised for a Chief of Police to manage two full time officers and several reserves.  The department at this time had a $135,000.00 budget, patrolling the roads of Rangeley 16 hours a day with calls out at night.  All the equipment was purchased and owned by the Town, including two fully marked cruisers.

     Today (2005) we still have the same size department with a $178,000.00 budget, and patrol five 24 hour days and two 8 hour days with call-out during the nights of the 8-hour days. 
