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House passes regionalization bill 
 
The House of Representatives joined the Senate Wednesday in passing a bill that will 
encourage regional cooperation among towns and cities, counties and other state- 
chartered regional groups. 
 
LD 1930, “An Act To Promote Intergovernmental Cooperation, Cost Savings and 
Efficiencies,” received its first and second readings in the Senate Wednesday afternoon 
and in the House Wednesday evening. Final votes could come as early as Thursday in 
both houses. 
 
The bill is the major product of the Joint Select Committee on Regionalization and 
Community, a 15-member ad hoc group appointed by House Speaker Pat Colwell and 
Senate President Beverly Daggett on Feb. 5. It worked for two months on hearings and 
preparing legislation. LD 1930 received a strong 13-2 bipartisan endorsement from the 
committee. 
 
As amended, the bill establishes the Intergovernmental Advisory Group, a 17-member 
panel that will recommend legislation to improve the functioning of state, local and 
regional agencies. Co-chaired by a House and a Senate member, the advisory group will 
include state commissioners, county officials, members of regional planning agencies and 
councils of government, municipal and local school officials, and two private sector 
members. 
 
“The committee’s bill focuses on voluntary cooperation as a key to regionalization,” said 
Rep. Janet McLauglin (D-Cape Elizabeth). “Throughout our public meetings, we heard 
that fostering trust is the key to creating successful regional partnerships. This advisory 
group brings the right players to the table.” 
 
All members except the legislators will be appointed by the Governor, and there must be 
at least three members from three designated geographical regions of the state. In 
addition, the Governor is required to “ensure a geographic diversity of membership from 
each region.”    
 
The bill also allows county commissioners, as well as citizen petitioners, to initiate 
county charter commissions. Voters must approve any charter proposed by such a 
commission. It specifies that counties adopting charters must include a budget process. 
Of Maine’s 16 counties, only Aroostook County has adopted a charter; a charter 
commission is currently meeting in Knox County. The bill also repeals from state statutes 
outdated language concerning county government. 



 
The bill limits submission of municipal deorganization plans to the Legislature. If voters 
in a municipality have rejected deorganization, no new plan can be submitted for three 
years after that vote. 
 
Another bill approved by the committee, LD 1921, a Governor’s bill on school 
regionalization, will be considered by the House and Senate shortly. 
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