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Committee request for interim meetings

DATE: June 13, 2007

The Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety requests to meet to work on
the following issues over the interim.

Long-term solutions to prison overcrowding

The committee would like to meet to continue the essential and important task of identifying and
formulating long-term solutions to the overcrowding in the corrections system. The committee
also plans to look at other ideas for improved efficiencies and collaboration in corrections. The
committee requests to meet a total of 4 times during the interim to do this work, in order to
thoroughly prepare proposals to be presented to the 2nd Regular Session of the 123rd
Legislature.

Review Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act of 1999:

1. To ensure public safety by providing more useful and easily accessible

information to the public recarding those sex offenders who pose the highest risk of

reoffense.
The committee is committed to work to identify how best to determine which sex offenders pose
the highest risk of reoffending and how best to inform the public of those sex offenders who pose
the highest risk of reoffending. Looking at varied responses across the state, including a number
of municipalities that have adopted or are considering the adoption of differing residency
restriction ordinances imposed on persons convicted of sex offenses, it is especially important
that the Legislature provide uniformity and consistency in ensuring public safety. In order to do
this, our sex offender registry and public notification process need to distinguish those who are
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determined by evidence-based risk analyses to pose the greatest risk of reoffending. The
Legislature must work with the other state agencies to implement a method to determine risk and
to effectively communicate that risk to the public. These are complex issues that the committee
has begun to discuss and needs to continue to do so to ensure that our registry is a useful tool.

2. To prepare model legislation to comply with requirements of federal Adam
Walsh Act for legislative consideration.
Since the federal guidelines for the states’ implementation of the requirements of the Adam
Walsh Act were just released, the committee would like to meet to determine what those
guidelines mean for our state and prepare a proposal that identifies what Maine law would look
like if we chose to comply with the requirements.

The committee has asked for technical assistance from the Criminal Law Advisory Commission
and plans to continue working with prosecutors, defense attorneys, advocates and state agencies
in these efforts. The committee requests a total of 2 committee meetings during the interim to do
complete this work.

The committee also requests the support of its legislative analyst for preparation and staffing of

this interim work. Please let us know if you have questions and thank you for your attention to
this matter.

cc: Patrick Norton, Director, OPLA
David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council
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