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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry 
 

Review of the Agricultural Creative Economy Sector (ACES) Report 
 

Wednesday, October 15, 2008 
9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Room 206, Cross State Office Building, Augusta 
 

AGENDA 
   
9:30 a.m. Introductions and Opening Remarks 

 Committee Members 
 OPLA Staff 

 
9:40 a.m. Department Update on Marketing and Other ACES Activities 

• Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources 
 Commissioner Seth H. Bradstreet, III 
 John Harker, Agricultural Resource Management Coordinator  

 
10:30 a.m. Accessing Capital for the Agricultural Creative Economy Sector 

• Maine Technology Institute 
 Betsy Biemann, President 

• Down East Business Alliance 
 Keith Small, Director 

 
11:15 a.m. Research Needs & Infrastructure for Processing and Distribution 

• University of Maine Department of Food Science and Human Nutrition 
 Beth Calder, Ph.D, Assistant Professor 

• Highland Blueberry Farm, Stockton Springs 
 Theresa Gaffney, Owner 

• Shared Use Kitchen Coalition 
 Eloise Vitelli, Director of Program and Policy Development for Maine 

Centers for Women, Work and Community 
 
12:00 p.m. Lunch 
 
1:00 p.m.  Education & Training Programs for Youth 

• Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association  
 Andrew Marshall, Educational Programs Director 

• Department of Education  
 Doug Robertson, Agricultural Education Specialist 

• Maine Agriculture in the Classroom Association 
 Willie Sawyer Grenier, Executive Director 

 
1:45 p.m.  Work Session 

• Discuss ACES initiatives to be considered for legislative action 
• Identify additional information needed 
• Next Steps 

   
3:00 p.m. Adjourn  


