
Citizen Trade Policy Commission 
Friday, February 25, 2005 
State House, Room 126, Augusta 

 
Meeting Summary 

 
Members present:  Sen. Margaret Rotundo (co-chair), Rep. John Patrick (co-chair), Sen. Bruce 
Bryant, Rep. Roderick Carr, Rep. Deborah Hutton, Matt Schlobohm, Paul Volckhausen, James 
Wilfong, Dr. Robert Weiss, Bjorn Claeson, Cynthia Phinney, Elizabeth Wyman, Vanessa 
Santarelli, Wade Merrit (on behalf of Richard Coyle), Carla Dickstein 
 
Members absent: Mary Ellen Johnston, Barbara Van Burgel, Jim Dusch, Richard Coyle 
 
Staff present:  Curtis Bentley, Legislative Analyst and Nicole Dube, Legislative Analyst 
 
I.  Introductions 
 
Sen. Rotundo convened the Commission meeting and asked Commission members to introduce 
themselves and make introductory remarks.   
 
II. Briefing from Representative of Maine’s Congressional Delegation 
 

• Erik Heilman (Senator Snowe) 
• Jane Alonso (Senator Collins) 
• Kimberly Thompson (Representative Michaud) 
• Todd Stein (Representative Allen) 

 
Congressional delegation staff met with the Commission to brief the Commission on the current 
status of CAFTA in Congress and to discuss ways to establish a continued dialog that would 
allow the Commission to provide input on trade issues.  Congressional delegation staff made 
introductory statements on behalf of their delegation members. Staff then briefed the 
Commission on the process of CAFTA in Congress, indicating that CAFTA is currently signed 
and is now in the process of being ratified. CAFTA will go through committee hearings in the 
Senate Finance Committee and the House Ways and Means Committee as early as late March 
and final passage may be completed sometime this spring. However staff noted that the timing of 
final passage is dependent upon administration priorities and whether enough votes have been 
secured.  
 
Congressional delegation staff encouraged input from the Commission regarding CAFTA and 
other trade issues, noting that while there is no mechanism to amend the CAFTA at this stage, 
input would help to raise questions during the hearing process.  The Commission encouraged the 
Congressional Delegation to ensure mechanisms are established to inform the public of future 
trade agreements before they are signed so that the public has the opportunity to provide input. 
 
Action Items: 
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• Commission members requested Congressional staff to provide 1) Summary of USTR 

negotiation and consultative processes, 2) List of USTR advisory committees, including 
membership roster and how appointments are made, 3) Written copies of introductory 
statements; 

• Commission members directed staff to provide the Congressional delegation with a copy 
of the CTPC authorizing legislation and a summary of the Feb. 3rd public hearing 
testimony; 

• Commission members directed staff to inform the Congressional delegation of future 
CTPC meetings; 

• Commission members requested that the Congressional delegation extend an invitation to 
USTR to attend the next CTPC meeting on March 25th ; Sen. Raye agreed to follow up 
with Congressional Delegation staff; 

• Commission members agreed to invite Peter Collins, former USTR staff, to the March 
25th  CTPC meeting; Liz Wyman agreed to check his availability 

 
III. Discussion of Panamanian and Andean Trade Agreements   
Alan Stearns, Senior Policy Advisor to Governor Baldacci, briefed the Commission on the recent 
USTR request for gubernatorial action on state government procurement components of trade 
agreements being negotiated with Panama and Andean countries. Mr. Stearns informed the 
Commission that USTR request had been sent to all 50 states and that he expected the Governor 
to issue a response within approximately 6 months. Mr. Stearns also indicated that he had not yet 
heard back from USTR regarding his requests for additional information. The Commission 
discussed ways to provide input to the Governor and agreed to discuss the Panamanian and 
Andean Trade Agreement request at the next meeting and asked members to analyze the request 
from their own industry perspectives. 
 
IV. Discussion of Public Hearing in Bangor The Commission discussed the February 3rd 
public hearing at the Husson Business College in Bangor. Commission members felt the hearing 
was a success, noting the high turnout and broad representation of experiences and knowledge of 
those who testified. Commission members also noted the overwhelmingly negative testimony 
that was received and discussed ways to ensure that the Commission receives balanced public 
testimony that reflects both positive and negative experiences regarding the impact of trade 
agreements on Maine’s economy, businesses and citizens.  
 
The Commission also discussed the April 15-16 National Conference of State Legislatures 
(NCSL)/National Association of Attorneys General (NAAG) meeting in Washington DC that 
will discuss the impact of international trade agreements on states. The Commission felt it would 
be beneficial for some Commission members to attend in order to develop a dialogue with other 
states and explore the possibility of collaborative efforts. Commission members Rep. Patrick, 
Rep. Hutton, Liz Wyman and Jim Wilfong expressed interest in attending and agreed to explore 
opportunities for Commission members to participate.  
 
Action Items: 
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• The Commission agreed to hold its second public hearing on April 5th from 7-9 PM in 
Portland. Commission member, Jim Wilfong agreed to contact the University of Southern 
Maine and Southern Maine Community College about hosting the public hearing. 

• Commission members agreed to email comments and questions regarding CAFTA to 
staff by March 21st; Staff agreed to compile the comments and questions into a letter to 
send to the Congressional delegation 

• The Commission passed a motion proposed by Dr. Weiss that the Commission chairs 
contact representatives from California and Washington to determine if representatives 
from these states would be attending the April 15th NCSL/NAAG meeting and to explore 
how Commission members can participate in the meeting. 

• Commission agreed to distribute press release and letters to a variety of media outlets, 
including but not limited to Brunswick Times Record, Lewiston Sun Journal, Biddeford, 
Portland Press Herald, Rumsford Times, and the Kennebec Journal; Rep Hutton 
requested to write an editorial for Brunswick Times 

• The Commission directed staff write a press release providing notice of the Portland 
meeting and highlighting the work of the Commission; Commission members suggested 
that the chairs and other members write letters to the editor to publicize the Portland 
public meeting and the work of the Commission.  

 
VI. Sub-committee Work Session  
The Commission broke into its three subcommittees (healthcare, environment/natural resources 
and labor/economic development) to continue to develop and implement work plans and 
generate CAFTA questions for a Commission letter to the USTR. The full Commission then 
reconvened and each subcommittee briefed the Commission on its work.   
 
VII. Adjournment 
The Commission meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm. 
 
 
 


