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PUBLIC 503 An Act Regarding Promotional Materials and Mail-in Rebates for 

Spirits  
LD 1830

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
PATRICK OTP-AM        H-776    

MAYO   
 
Public Law 2005, chapter 503 clarifies the law regarding promotions in agency liquor stores.  It provides that 
promotional materials, including mail-in rebates, designed to encourage consumer purchase of spirits, upon 
approval by the commission, may be offered for those spirits products that are listed by the commission.  The 
law specifies that mail-in rebates for spirits must be redeemed by the manufacturer and may not exceed the 
purchase price of the spirits product.  Finally, chapter 503 removes a reference to state liquor stores with regard 
to combination packages of spirits approved by the State Liquor and Lottery Commission for sale in the State. 
 
 
PUBLIC 539 An Act To Clarify the Liquor Laws  LD 1883
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
PATRICK OTP-AM        H-856    

 
Public Law 2005, chapter 539 removes obsolete language from current law pertaining to the Department of 
Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations and the 
Department of Public Safety and adds a representative from the bureau to the Server Education Advisory 
Committee.  It also amends the definition of "low-alcohol spirits product" to mean a product containing spirits 
that has an alcohol content of 6% or less by volume.  Current law defines a low-alcohol spirits product as a 
product containing spirits that has an alcohol content of less than 6% by volume.  Chapter 539 clarifies that the 
State Liquor and Lottery Commission establishes the prices of spirits sold in the State and removes a reference 
to state discount liquor stores that were authorized by a section of law that has since been repealed. 
 
 
PUBLIC 542 
EMERGENCY 

An Act Regarding the Maine Clean Election Act  LD 1596

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
GAGNON OTP-AM        S-521    

 
Public Law 2005, chapter 542 amends the laws governing the use of Maine Clean Election Act funds by 
participating candidates as follows: 
 
1. It provides for an increased penalty for not including information in required reports about who paid for a 

political communication with intent to mislead; 
 
2. It provides that municipal candidates may dispose of surplus campaign funds by making a gift to the 

municipality as state candidates may dispose of surplus campaign funds by making a gift to the State; 
 
3. It clarifies that a candidate participating in the Maine Clean Election Act and all agents of the candidate may 

not use public funds for anything other than campaign-related purposes; 
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4. It requires candidates to deposit Maine Clean Election Act funds into a bank account or other financial 

institution account; 
 
5. It requires Maine Clean Election Act candidates to keep vendor invoices and cancelled checks or other proof 

of payment to vendors for expenditures of $50 or more; 
 
6. It requires that a participating candidate keep account statements for 2 years after the candidate's last 

election; 
 
7. It authorizes the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices to require the repayment of 

Maine Clean Election Act funds used by a campaign treasurer or consultant for other than campaign-related 
purposes; and 

 
8. It provides for appropriations and allocations in order to transfer money from All Other to Personal Services 

within the Maine Clean Election Fund to pay for a support staff position for 9 months during the 2006 
election year devoted primarily to auditing Maine Clean Election Act candidates. 

 
Public Law 2005, chapter 542 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 6, 2006. 
 
 
PUBLIC 562 An Act Regarding Testimony Presented to Joint Select and Joint 

Standing Committees of the Legislature by Persons Paid To Testify 
LD 1993

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
FAIRCLOTH OTP-AM        H-904    
BARTLETT   

 
Public Law 2005, chapter 562 requires a lobbyist or lobbyist associate to disclose the name of the person or 
organization represented when testifying before a joint select or joint standing committee of the Legislature.  It 
also requires the lobbyist or lobbyist associate to disclose whether the lobbyist or lobbyist associate or the 
person or organization represented is compensating a person who is testifying before a joint select or joint 
standing committee of the Legislature.  Chapter 562 provides that alleged violations of this requirement may be 
reported to the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices in accordance with the Joint Rules 
of the Legislature. 
 
 
PUBLIC 568 
EMERGENCY 

An Act To Amend the Election Laws  LD 1889

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
FISHER OTP-AM        H-866    

  H-888   GLYNN 
 
Public Law 2005, chapter 568 restores the voter address confidentiality provisions and requirements for 
counting valid write-in votes that were eliminated during the First Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature.  
This law grants authority for the municipal clerk to conduct the duties of the registrar of voters and removes a 
redundant provision about the certification of the list of absentee voters.  The law also prohibits a candidate 
from assisting voters who are unable to sign their own names with signing candidate petitions or Maine Clean 
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Election Act forms.  This law clarifies that township voters may choose the most convenient municipality in 
which to register to vote only if the county commissioners have not provided for a voting place either in the 
township or in another municipality.  The law also removes an inconsistent provision for the retention of voter 
registration documents and makes a technical change to the ballot retention period provision.  Chapter 568 
changes certain requirements for reporting to the Secretary of State by qualified political parties and the 
municipal clerks and prohibits the unauthorized reproduction of unmarked official ballots.   
 
Public Law 2005, chapter 568 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 11, 2006. 
 
 
PUBLIC 575 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission 

To Study Alternative Voting Procedures, the Citizen Initiative 
Process and Minor Party Ballot Access  

LD 2029

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
 OTP-AM        S-526    

 
Public Law 2005, chapter 575 includes changes to current law as proposed in the final report of the Commission 
to Study Alternative Voting Procedures, the Citizen Initiative Process and Minor Party Ballot Access as created 
in Resolve 2005, chapter 127.  It requires payment made to a person for circulating a petition for a direct 
initiative to be itemized on required campaign finance reports.  This law clarifies that contributions and 
expenditures made for the purpose of supporting or opposing a citizen-initiated referendum during the signature 
gathering phase are required to be reported like other contributions and expenditures.  It also requires a report 
from the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices regarding the reporting of campaign 
finances relative to direct initiative campaigns.  It also requires a report from the Secretary of State examining 
ways to improve the way the State provides information to voters about referenda that will appear on the ballot.  
Chapter 575 directs the Secretary of State to work with the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election 
Practices towards making information currently available about direct initiative efforts and campaigns for or 
against those direct initiatives or campaigns more accessible to the public by providing links on the Secretary of 
State's or commission's publicly accessible websites directing people to information posted on the other agency's 
website. 
 
Finally, chapter 575 requires an applicant for a direct initiative or people's veto to provide a copy of the laws 
and rules governing the circulation of petitions for a direct initiative or people's veto to each person who will be 
circulating petitions. 
 
 
PUBLIC 596 An Act To Allow Small Businesses To Participate in Liquor Sales  LD 1820
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
MILLS J OTP-AM       MAJ H-821    

 ONTP         MIN S-560   GAGNON 
 
Public Law 2005, chapter 596 provides that when considering issuing a license for an agency liquor store, the 
licensing division of Department of Public Safety shall consider the absence of an existing agency store in a 
downtown location with under 3,000 square feet of retail space.  This law also provides that the licensing 
division is not required to consider the availability of parking spaces when issuing a license to a store with under 
3,000 feet of retail space in a downtown location. 
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PUBLIC 613 An Act To Require the Commission on Governmental Ethics and 

Election Practices To Produce a Register of All Registered 
Lobbyists  

LD 1822

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
CANAVAN ONTP         MAJ H-822    

 OTP-AM       MIN S-622   PLOWMAN 
 
Public Law, chapter 613 creates a docket of registered lobbyists and a website for the public display of lobbyist 
registration information.  The docket includes the name of each registered lobbyist, the person employing the 
lobbyist and the nature of the employer’s business and a statement as to the compensation paid to the lobbyist.  
This docket must be updated monthly and must be indexed alphabetically by both the name of the lobbyist and 
the name of persons who employ lobbyists.  This docket must be made available to the public during regular 
office hours of the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices.  This law also directs the 
commission to establish a publicly accessible website that displays a list of lobbyists and their employers and a 
profile of each.  For each employer of a lobbyist, the website must also list all of the legislative actions that were 
the subject of lobbying including links to the Legislature’s website that provides summaries of legislative 
documents. 
 
 
PUBLIC 658 An Act To Require the Display of POW-MIA Flags at Courthouses LD 1899
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
BOWLES OTP-AM        H-827    

WOODCOCK  S-701   ROTUNDO 
 
Public Law 2005, chapter 658 requires courthouses owned by the State to display the Prisoner of War – Missing 
in Action flag on Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day and 6 national holidays.  It also provides that a 
courthouse owned by the State may display the flag on any other day in addition to those required. 
 
 
PUBLIC 663 An Act To Make Technical Changes to the Gambling Laws  LD 1748
 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
GAGNON OTP-AM        S-488    

 
Public Law 2005, chapter 663 clarifies the definition of net slot machine income.  It provides that the initial 
registration fee for employees of slot machine operators, slot machine distributors and gambling services 
vendors is $250 while the annual renewal fee is $25.  It clarifies that a rule pertaining to fees for slot machines, 
slot machine distributors, slot machine operators, gambling services vendors and employees is a routine 
technical rule if the rule proposes a fee of less than $10,000.  It also clarifies a reference to unclaimed winnings, 
stating that they are retained by the slot machine operator and are not subject to the law governing unclaimed 
property.  Finally, chapter 663 provides that the Gambling Control Board receive per diem payment retroactive 
to August 1, 2004. 
 
 
RESOLVE 142 Resolve, Directing the Office of Substance Abuse To Study the LD 1838
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Potential Use of Liquor License Fees and Liquor Taxes To Fund 
Efficient Delivery of Substance Abuse Treatment and Prevention 
Programs  

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
WEBSTER OTP-AM        H-789    

 
Resolve 2005, Chapter 142 requires the Director of the Office of Substance Abuse within the Department of 
Health and Human Services to conduct a study examining potential sources of funding for the delivery of 
substance abuse prevention and treatment programs and to report the findings to the joint standing committees 
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over alcoholic beverage matters and substance abuse prevention and 
treatment program matters.  The study must include an examination of current funding of substance abuse 
prevention and treatment programs and their adequacy and the best practices for the delivery of such programs. 
 
 
RESOLVE 180 
EMERGENCY 

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 520: 
Rules Regarding Publication of Public Comments on Statewide 
Referenda, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of the 
Secretary of State, Bureau of Corporations, Elections and 
Commissions  

LD 2067

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
 OTP-AM        H-905    

 
Resolve 2005, chapter 180 directs the Secretary of State to amend the provisionally adopted major substantive 
rule regarding publication of public comments on statewide referenda in the following ways: 
 
1. With regard to the payment required for publication, the language must be changed so that cash is not 

included as a method of acceptable payment.  Language must be changed to require that comments are due 
by 5:00 p.m. on the day prescribed in the provisionally adopted rule; and 

 
2. With regard to the rejection of comments submitted to be included in the Citizen’s Guide, the language must 

be changed to provide a timeline by which the Secretary of State reviews the comments and then notifies the 
person that submitted the comments so that the submitter may correct the comments and resubmit them.  
This timeline must be similar to the one provided in Chapter 520, section 3. 

 
Resolve 2005, chapter 180 was passed as an emergency measure effective April 11, 2006. 
 
 
RESOLVE 206 Resolve, Directing the Department of Public Safety To Study the 

Issues of Alcohol Regulation and To Review the Impact of Out-of-
state Sales and Direct Distribution to Maine Consumers  

LD 560

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
LINDELL ONTP         MAJ H-1055  VALENTINO 

PLOWMAN OTP-AM       MIN H-975    
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Resolve 2005, chapter 206 directs the Liquor Licensing and Tax Division within the Department of Public 
Safety to conduct a study and convene a meeting of interested stakeholders to review and study the laws of 
alcohol regulation, including the issues associated with out-of-state sales and direct distribution to consumers in 
the State.  The study requires a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
alcoholic beverage matters by January 30, 2007. 
 
 
RESOLVE 215 
EMERGENCY 

Resolve, Regarding a Monument for Women Veterans of Maine  LD 2013

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
MITCHELL OTP            
CANAVAN   

 
Resolve 2005, chapter 215 amends Resolve 2005, chapter 116 to extend the Commission to Arrange for a 
Monument Honoring Women Veterans of Maine until December 7, 2006. 
 
It deallocates funds from the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Bureau of Maine 
Veterans’ Services to be reallocated to the commission to pay for the meetings of the commission.  It also makes 
the resolve retroactive to September 15, 2005. 
 
Resolve 2005, chapter 215 was passed as an emergency measure effective May 30, 2006. 
 
 
CON RES 2 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of 

Maine To Clarify Deadlines for Submitting Direct Initiatives to 
Municipal Officials for Signature Verification  

LD 2033

 
 

Sponsor(s)    Committee Report Amendments Adopted 
 OTP-AM       MAJ H-895   PATRICK 
 ONTP         MIN S-513    
  S-544   PLOWMAN 

 
Constitutional Resolution 2005, chapter 2 proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to specify that 
signatures on a citizens’ petition for direct initiative or people’s veto of legislation must be submitted to 
municipal or state officials by the deadline established in the Constitution in order to be certified.  This 
resolution also requires that a petition for a direct initiative must be filed with the Secretary of State no later than 
18 months after the Secretary of State approves the form of the petition. 


