Testimony in Support of LD 1183, An Act to Prevent Predatory Marketing
Practices against Minors Regarding Data Concerning Health Care Issues

Good afternoon Senator Schneider and Representative Smith and other distinguished
members of the Joint Standing Committee on Business, Research and Economic
Development. I am Ann Woloson. Iam here today to testify in support of LD 1183, An
Act to Prevent Predatory Marketing Practices Against Minors Regarding Data
Concerning Health Care Issues.

I am a parent of 16 and 10 year old daughters. I also work for nonprofit public policy
organization which has the goal of improving access to affordable medicine in the US.

As a parent, I am concerned about a host of marketing strategies targeted to minors
including the gathering and sharing or selling of personal information to market or sell
products or services, including credit cards.

As a health care policy analyst, I am particularly concerned about marketing practices
used by the pharmaceutical industry to market its products to kids. A review of leading
pharmaceutical industry trade journals, including the Pharmaceutical Executive and the
Pharmaceutical Representative indicate the industry’s greater focus on broadening e-
marketing efforts. In 2009, online pharmaceutical ads will amount to an estimated $30
billion. Minors are frequent targets of these ads via MySpace, and are targeted through

other means, as well.

For example www.coollearnings.com sponsored by a growth hormone manufacture
offered kids free MP3 downloads for answering a quiz correctly. The site now offers free
gifts, including backpacks, lunch boxes, and art back-packs to name a few, for filling out
an on-line form (See attached). The trade journals also identified the use of cell phone
and text-messaging as tools for reaching out to children.

Online patient compliance programs are described in the trade journals as a mechanism
for boosting sales and directing consumers toward specific pharmaceutical products, by
offering consumers rewards, etc. The industry intends to increase its online presence,
describing compliance programs and other e-marketing strategies as a major ROI “Return
on Investment:”

I support the proposed legislation as I believe it will help protect minors from the
unintentional consequences of sharing personal health care related information over the
internet. Those consequences include but are not limited to being steered toward drugs
that may be unnecessary, more expensive, and no more effective and less safe than other
products on the market. I suggest strengthening the bill by amending it to also include
the unlawful collection or use personal identifiable information, such as a minors name,
address, date of birth and social security number. I thank you for your time today and ask
you to support LD 1183.
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