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Scoping Statement





Overview	


In researching State activities funded by the Highway Fund, OPEGA identified the Urban Rural Initiative Program (URIP) as a potential area for review.  OPEGA noted the following regarding URIP:


Significant level of annual funding;


Process involves both state and local entities;


Program has not been reviewed before; and


Potential opportunities to improve accountability as regards use of URIP funds.





OPEGA ultimately recommended to the Government Oversight Committee that a review of URIP be performed in place of the review of the Highway and Bridge Improvement program that was on OPEGA’s list of planned reviews for FY 2006.





The Government Oversight Committee agreed and directed OPEGA to include this review in its FY06 Annual Plan.











This review is


currently in progress.
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Review Questions





Regarding the Maine Department of Transportation’s Urban Rural Initiative Program ~


Is the funding provided to municipalities, counties, and Indian reservations being equitably distributed?


Are the funds processed and distributed in accordance with statute?


Are the funds being utilized in accordance with statute?











Discussion


The Urban Rural Initiative Program is authorized by Title 23 M.R.S.A. §1801-1804.





In 1999, the Maine Department of Transportation’s Local Road Assistance Program (LRAP) was restructured and renamed as the Urban Rural Initiative Program (URIP).  The purpose of URIP is to provide a funding mechanism to promote the repair of Maine’s minor collector highway system, bridges, and local roads, as well as the maintenance of urban state and state aid roadways.





URIP funds are distributed to municipalities, counties, and Indian reservations quarterly based on the number of lane-miles for each classification of road.  By statute the funds distributed to each entity cannot be less than the amount of its 1999 LRAP allotment.  To be eligible to receive funds, each entity must certify to the Department of Transportation prior to August 1st of each year that the funds will be used in a manner consistent with statute.  Statute generally requires that the URIP funding be used for capitol improvements to roads and bridges, or summer and winter highway maintenance. 





The total amount of URIP funding allocated for state fiscal year 2006 was approximately $25.6 million.
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