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November  29, 2011 
 
 
Sen. Roger J. Katz and Rep. David C. Burns 
Co-Chairs 
Government Oversight Committee 
82 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0082 
 
Dear Senator Katz and Representative Burns:  
 
At the September 6, 2011 meeting of your Committee, you asked the Efficiency Maine Trust (the Trust) 
to report back to you on the final disposition of the funds that passed through the Trust to the Maine 
Green Energy Alliance (MGEA).   
 
In summary, we can report that the original auditor that questioned costs in the MGEA audit made a 
follow-up review of MGEA’s corrective actions and, of the approximately $500,000 expended by MGEA, 
identified only $198.09 of costs that remained questioned.  The Board of Trustees accepted the 
additional review of the auditor and determined that the remaining amount is de minimis and no further 
action will be taken.  The matter was also reported to the US Department of Energy -- the grantor 
agency -- and no further action is anticipated. 
 
As we described to you at your meeting of September 6, through the summer and early fall MGEA was 
in the process of implementing a Corrective Action Plan to cure deficiencies that were identified in the 
independent A-133 audit, issued on August 9, 2011 for the period ending April 30, 2011 by Macdonald 
Page & Co., LLC.  
 
Macdonald Page subsequently reviewed the performance of the MGEA Corrective Action Plan.  The 
review was conducted in accordance with the accepted standards of the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants.  The findings of that review are in the attached report, dated September 22, 2011.   
Importantly, Macdonald Page’s review of the concerns surrounding documentation of time records for 
salaried employees resulted in “no findings” of Questioned Costs.  Macdonald Page’s review of concerns 
about expense authorizations and expense documentation found outstanding Questioned Costs totaling  
$198.09.  The remaining  Questioned Costs result from four expenditures -- $35.05 at a restaurant; 
$25.00 for a trade association dinner; $95.54 at an office supply store, and $42.50 for mileage 
reimbursement -- that were found to have insufficiently detailed documentation to determine if the 
purchases complied with and are allowable per OMB Circular A-122.   
 
Macdonald Page’s findings were presented to the Efficiency Maine Trust’s Board of Trustees at its 
monthly meeting on October 12, 2011, and by unanimous vote the Board voted to accept the report.  
On a finding that the value of the outstanding Questioned Costs is de minimis, that it would cost more to 
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continue investigating than the value in question, and that the matter has received full independent 
review from OPEGA and the independent auditor, the Trust now considers the matter closed for 
purposes of accounting. 
 
The Trust has reported the details of this process and the findings to the US Department of Energy and 
no further action by DOE is anticipated. 
 
The Trust would like to reiterate its appreciation for the thorough and objective review of these matters 
that was conducted by the OPEGA staff.  Together with the public hearing given to this matter by your 
Committee and the Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee, the extensive review made by staff and 
Trustees at Efficiency Maine, and by the independent auditor, we believe that the public interest has 
been upheld.  Moreover, the process recommendations made by OPEGA and adopted by the Trust are 
being put in place to ensure that risks of insufficient documentation and risks of non-compliance with 
proper accounting practices are avoided.  This is a positive outcome in which all parties can take 
satisfaction. 
 
With best regards, 
 
 
 
Michael D. Stoddard 
Executive Director 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
CC: Sen. Michael Thibodeau, Co-Chair, Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology 

Rep. Stacey Fitts, Co-Chair, Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology 
Ms. Beth Ashcroft, Director, OPEGA 
Martin Hanish, Treasurer, Board of Directors of the Maine Green Energy Alliance 
Naomi Mermin, Chair, Efficiency Maine Trust Board of Trustees 

 
 










