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can look forward to some good “listens” again this session. Please stop by to see 

what’s available.

What is a legislative history and why might it be useful?

Sometimes it might be useful to see the changes made to a particular statutory 

section over time—to get an idea of how it has evolved and perhaps why certain 

changes occurred. We can trace any section back to its original enactment, or as 

far back as is helpful, and identify the individual bills, their enacted amendments, 

and any accompanying summaries. We can also look for any floor debate on those 

bills, or for newspaper clippings or testimony submitted at the public hearing, if 

any exist. It is also sometimes useful to research what changes were proposed 

but not enacted, and why that happened.

    Legislative histories are a major part of our work at the Law and Legislative 

Reference Library. Our librarians compile legislative history not only for legislators 

and legislative staff, but also for the judiciary, agancies, and attorneys working 

with particular statutory provisions.

New Library staff member 

Elaine Apostola recently joined the staff of the Maine State Law and Legislative 

Library, becoming the Principal Law Librarian for Public Services.

     Elaine returns to the Statehouse after 21 years as a professional law firm 

librarian, first at Perkins Thompson in Portland, Maine, and then at Mirick O'Connell 

in Worcester, Mass. While earning a Master's in Library Science from Simmons 

College in Boston, Elaine was a reporter assigned to the Augusta and Boston 

bureaus of United Press International.

     Since 1996, she has taught legal research at Northeastern University and 

other colleges in Central Massachusetts. She is active in the American Association 

of Law Libraries and a former board member of the Law Librarians of New England.
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