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partment and pay to the department an annual registra 
tien fee of $3,000. The annual registration must in­
clude: 

A. The name, contact and billing information of 
the manufacturer; 

B. The manufacturer's brand name or names and 
the type of televisions, video game consoles, 
computer monitors and desktop printers on which 
each brand is used, including: 

(1) All brands sold in the State in the past; 
and 

(2) All brands currently being sold in the 
State; 

C. When a word or phrase is used as th~ label, the 
manufacturer must include that word or phrase 
and a general description of the ways in which it 
may appear on the manufacturer's electronic 
products; 

D. When a logo, mark or image is used as a label, 
the manufacturer must include a graphic represen­
tation of the logo, mark or image and a general 
description of the logo, mark or image as it ap­
pears on the manufacturer's electronic products; 

E. The method or methods of sale used in the 
State; 

F. Annual national sales data on the weight, 
number and type of computer monitors, televi­
sions, desktop printers and video game consoles 
sold by the manufacturer in this State over the 5 
years preceding the filing of the plan. The de­
partment may keep information submitted pursu­
ant to this paragraph confidential as provided un­
der section 131O-B; eml 

G. The manufacturer's consolidator handling op­
tion for the next calendar year, as selected in ac­
cordance with rules adopted pursuant to subsec­
tion 10;; and 

H. A registration fee paid by a manufacturer as 
follows: 

(1) Seven hundred and fifty dollars for 
m!:lnufacturers with less than 0.1 % national 
market share as determined by the department ' 
based on the'most recent readily available na­
tional market share data; and 

(2) Three thousand dollars for all other 
manufacturers, except that computer monitor 
and desktop printer manufacturers that have 
not marketed any covered electronic device in 
the current calend 
than 50 units mana ed a roved consoli­
dators in the preceding 3 years are exempted 
from paying the fee. 
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A manufacturer's annual registration filed subsequent 
to its initial registration must clearly delineate any 
changes in information from the previous year's regis­
tration. Whenever there is any change to the informa­
tion on the manufacturer's registration, the manufac­
turer shall submit an updated form within 14 days of 
the change. Registration fees collected by the depart­
ment pursuant to this subsection must be deposited in 
the Maine Environmental Protection Fund established 
in section 351. 

Sec. 10. 38 MRSA §1610, sub-§8, as reallo­
cated by RR 2003, c. 2, § 119, is amended to read: 

8. Reports to Legislature. The department shall 
submit a report on the recycling of electronic waste in 
the State to the joint standing committee of the Legis­
lature having jurisdiction over natural resources mat­
ters by January 15, 2008 eml o~'ory 2 years thereafter 
until January 15,2014 as part of each product steward­
ship report submitted in accordance with section 1772. 
The report mast may include an evaluation of the re­
cycling rates in the State for covered electronic de­
vices, a disoussion of oomplianoe and eRforoement 
related to the requiremants of this sootioR and recom­
mendations for any changes to the system of collection 
and recycling of electronic devices in the State. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 8, 2011. 

CHAPTER 251 

H.P. 311 - L.n. 385 

An Act To Amend the School 
Administrative Unit 
Consolidation Laws 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §1461, sub-§3, ,C, as 
enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, §4, is amended to read: 

C. Notwithstanding paragraph B, subparagraph 
(1), the commissioner may approve: 

(1) A regional school unit to serve fewer than 
1,200 students but not less than 1,000 stu­
dents in an isolated rural community, includ­
ing, for purposes of this paragraph, students 
attending from the unorganized territory, if 
the proposed regional school unit meets at 
least one of the following criteria: 

(a) The proposed regional school unit 
comprises 3 or more school administra­
tive units in existence prior to July 1, 
2008; 
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(b) The member municipalities of the 
proposed regional school unit are sur­
rounded by approved regional school 
units or alternative organizational struc­
tures and there are no other school ad­
ministrative units available to join the 
proposed regional school unit; or 

( c) The member municipalities of the 
proposed regional school unit include 2 
or more isolated small schools that are 
eligible for an isolated small school ad­
justment pursuant to section 15683, sub­
section 1, paragraph F; and 

(2) The formation of a regional school unit if 
the governing body or bodies of the proposed 
regional school unit demonstrate, in the no­
tice of intent under subsection 1, that all rea­
sonable and practical means of satisfYing the 
requirements of subparagraph (1) and para­
graph B, subparagraph (1) have been ex­
hausted, and that approval is warranted based 
on the unique or particular circumstances of 
the unit or units. 

In considering a request under this paragraph, the 
commissioner's decision must be based on, but is 
not limited to, the specific facts presented in the 
notice of intent and is applicable only to the spe~ 
cific school administrative units the decision con­
cerns. If the commissioner denies approval of a 
regional sebeel ooit ooder this paragraph, the 
commissioner's deoision constitutes final agenC?' 
action and is not subject to appeal to the state 
~ 

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §1461-B, sub-§6, ~A, 
as enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, §5, is repealed. 

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §1461-B, sub-§6, ~, 
as enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, §5, is repealed. 

Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA §1461-B, sub-§6, ~C, 
as enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, §5, is repealed. 

Sec. 5. 20-A MRSA §1465, sub-§3, as en­
acted by PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13, is amended 
to read: 

3. Referendum for a school administrative unit 
to join an existing regional school unit. The munici­
pal officers of each municipality in a proposed reor­
ganized school administrative unit shall place a war­
rant article substantially as follows on the ballot of a 
municipal referendum in accordance with the referen­
dum procedures applicable to the school administra­
tive unit ofwhich the municipality is a member. 

"Article: Do you favor approving the school re­
organization plan prepared by the (insert name) 
Reorganization Planning Committee for school 
administrative unit (insert name of affected school 
administrative unit) to join the regional school 

327 

PUBLIC LAW, C.2S1 

unit (name of regional school unit), with an effec­
tive date of (insert date)7 

Yes No" 
The following statement must aceompany the artiole: 

8tatates, Title 20 A, sectien 15696 to the elcist 
fig sebool administrative m:rit will no longer 
apply to the proposed regional seboel unit. " 

Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA §1465, sub-§4, as en­
acted by PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13, is amended 
to read: 

4. Referendum on the admission of an addi­
tional school administrative unit to an existing re­
gional school unit. If the vote to join a regional 
school unit under subsection 3 was in the affirmative, 
the existing regional school unit shall call a regional 
school unit referendUm to vote on the following arti­
cle. 

"Article: Do you favor approving the school re­
organization plan prepared by the (insert name) 
Reorganization Planning Committee for school 
administrative unit (insert name of affected school 
administrative unit) to join the regional school 
unit (name of regional school unit), with an effec­
tive date of (insert date)7 

Yes No" 

The following statement mUBt aeeompan" the miole: 

StaMas, Title 20 A, seetiOl'l 15696 to the eldst 
ing sohool administrative unit 'NilI no longer 
apply to the proposed regional sebooll:1tiit. " 

Sec. 7. 20-A MRSA §1466, sub-§20, as en­
acted by PL 2009, c. 580, §9, is repealed. 

Sec. 8. 20-A MRSA §15696, as amended by 
PL 2009, c. 455, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 9. PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §36, 
sub-§l1, as amended by PL 2009, c. 571, Pt. VVV, 
§ 1, is further amended to read: 

11. Result of disapproval at January 2008 ref­
erendum or subsequent referendum on or before 
January 30, 2009. A school administrative unit that 
rejects a proposed reorganization plan at the January 
15,2008 referendum or at a subsequent referendum on 
or before January 30, 2009 may restart the process to 
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form a regional school unit with the same or other 
school administrative units and may seek assistance 
from the Department of Education to prepare another 
reorganization plan. 

A. Subsequent reorganization plans must meet 
the same requirements as for reorganization plans 
filed prior to the January 2008 referendum, except 
that the timelines are adjusted to reflect a July 1, 
2009 reorganization date. 

B. The penalties set forth in Title 20 lx, seetion 
15699 apply to any school administrative unit that 
fails to appl'o¥e a l'eorgamli3ation plan on or before 
January 30, 2009 and to implement that plan by 
July 1, 2009, meluding those sehool acJ.mi:nistra 
tive Sistriota that are refonnulated under subsec 
tion 12. These penalties do not apply to any 
school administratiye unit that implements a reor 
ganili3ation plan by July 1, 2011 in aeeoroanoe 
with subseetion 11 A. 
Sec. 10. PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §36, 

sub-§11-A, as amended by PL 2009, c. 571, Pt: 
VVV, §2, is further amended to read: 

ll-A. Result for school administrative unit 
that approves plan at referendum on or before 
January 30, 2010 but is unable to implement plan. 
A school administrative unit that approves a proposed 
reorganization plan at the January 15, 2008 referen­
dum or at a subsequent referendum on or before Janu­
ary 30, 2010 but is unable to implement the plan be­
cause the plan was rejected at referendum by one or 
more of its proposed partner school administrative 
units under the plan may restart the process to form a 
regional school unit with the same or other school ad­
ministrative units and may seek assistance from the 
Department of Education to prepare another reorgani­
zation plan. 

A. Subsequent reorganization plans must meet 
the same requirements as for reorganization plans 
filed prior to the January 2008 referendum, except 
that the timelines are adjusted to reflect a July 1, 
2011 reorganization date. . 

B. The penalties set forth in Title 20 lx, seetion 
15696 apply, as of July 1, 2011, to any school 
udministrati'fe unit that fails to appFO'Ie a Feor 
ganhsation plan on or before January 30, 2011 and 
to implement that plan by July 1, 2011. 

Sec. 11. PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §44 is 
repealed. 

Sec. 12. Effective date. This Act takes effect 
July 1,2012. 

Effective July 1,2012. 
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CHAPTER 252 

H.P. 630 - L.D. 833 

An Act To Restrict Permits 
Available to tbe Holder of a 

Super Pack License 

Be it enacted by tbe People of tbe State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §11109-A, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2009, c. 132, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

2. Antlerless deer permit. A super pack license 
includes: 

A. +he Except as provided in paragraph B, the 
opportunity to enter an antlerless deer permit lot­
tery pursuant to section 11152 as afforded by a li­
cense contained within the super pack license sub­
ject to the conditions and restrictions placed on 
that license; and 

B. An antlerless deer permit as provided under 
section 11152, except that it is valid only for ant­
lerIess deer in wildlife management districts in 
which at least 3,500 antlerIess deer permits are is­
sued. No more than 2.5% of those antlerless deer 
permits may be in the form of a super pack li­
cense. The commissioner shall implement a sys­
tem for issuing antlerless deer permits under this 
subsection. If a super pack licensee obtains an 
'antlerless deer ermit un' that 

erson is not eli 'bIe to obtain an antler deer 
permit under paragraph A. 

Sec. 2. Effective date. This Act takes effect 
January 1,2012. 

Effective January 1,2012. 

CHAPTER 253 

S.P. 317 - L.D.1084 

An Act To Amend Certain 
Provisions of Maine Fisb and 

Wildlife Laws 

Emergency preamble. Wbereas, acts and re­
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen­
cies; and 

Wbereas, the Department of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlifp has recently conducted a moose survey 
that indicates the State's moose population has been 
increasing and could sustain additional hunting oppor­
tunities; and 

Wbereas, the lottery drawing for the 2011 
moose permits takes place in June and the authoriza-
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/, . : Emerg~DCY . p~eamb.i.e .. Whereas, ':a~ts and. resolve!? of the Legislature do nO.t 
beeo.me eff'ectiv~' untjJ'~O. ~ays' a~r adjo.t'.rpment 'unless enacted '11s emerg~ncies; !j.nd .. ' 

. ....: , " ... .'." ' ,', ~: .1. ~l • ,'~: •• <. "; \ / ~.: ~ ... ": : 
. 3 .,' Whereas, school -: dlstricts hav'e .iJixhausted '. all .rea'sOllable alternatives·for . 
. . 4 : .... cons.o'lidation; ·and.· ' .. ::'.::. >: ..... '. ...' .. ' :; '. . ' '.: .. 

.1 " 
• . 2: 

, .:. .~ :' • • '. .,: ~. • . t' .:. '.: .:. ':: '. " ,~. ~ ,",: ' • ~ ... : ,.: ,/., .:. , .' :.~ • • . ':: ': .• : • .' ::' :. .: '.' t' :. • • .:" • ': •• 

. ' .... 5.. Wh'erea~, these.' scnqol diSU:jc.t.~: are b~iiig. p~na)j~q by 'the State for'n'oi ~Qmp!yirig . :., , 

.... . ···6.·.'· withtheconsolidaticinhiws;arid':',:":'::""'/ ".':~" . .': ..... ' , .... " "'. ,:" " 
:.' '.""~ .:: "',.:' : .... t,'.,:.,. : .. ; .. : '.'~:.:":'~,{,~.:("".:.,:. ~'.: ",:. .<,: ... ~ ... .', ,:.::::"+":":.\ : ':. <."",":" .• :~".'. 

.'. 7 .. :. .: 'Whereas? bf *e judgment cifthe t~egisla~rci,th'e'~~ f~cts create an emergency'with!n <, '" .. 
. ". s'· .',' :' the meariipg cif, the' C~nscitu~on:' of Maine' and. ~equire tpe 'folloWing legi'sl.atiC?r1· .a.s·'·: .. : 
. .. 9 . h.mTiediately n~cessary .for th~ pi'eser'Vation ~f tne. public :peace; health and safety; now; . '." 

.. ' 

. >. ;I o· . ',··therefore;: ... , .. '. . .'." ''','.: .. :. .... '.' .: .: .. 

" 1'1 .. :. ':se' ~~ ~n~ci~~-b~" t~~ ~~~~~ 'of tb~: ~~~i ~~.~~i~~: ~~ ~oiJo~s: " 
.' .; ... ' . :. . ~ " 

• • • • t , • '" '. • ': ,I " ., '. • : • 

12 .: S~c;"t;. 20-A MR~A §1.~6r;.s~b-:§3.,.~~, 'as':enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, §4, is' .... 
,13: . amerlded to' read:".":. .. .' .. ,.:.: .. :':., .. ,' " .'.. ., '. " , 

'.14 ,", ":;:'~ ¢" 'Nd~ith~tt~~in~'p~;:a~~~h"'~; s~b~a.ri;~~~ h~, ~h~ commissioner. may a~~rov~:' 
.. ' 15,' ',' .:- .. , :'~, (1 ) ... : A"reii~n~I" ~.chci~1 ~~it:. t~, s.~·~d.,fe~p'r: than, '1 ;2.00 .studtmts.but ~ot '.Jess.thaI) 
" 16.' ", . ".:. ,I,OqO. stu.dents" in: ail ·isol.~ted ruml comp1Uriity, including, for purposes 'of this 

17. '.' , . '. :. paragrap~,·. sfudents. attending. from th'e "unorganized t"rritory, if the proposed 
is' ........ ~ . :'. regional schge!'unitm~ets·at,l~a~biii:rOft~e.f6110wingcrit~ria: ". 

19 '. . : .. :(a)·· ... The'· ·p;~;~s.ed>regi~~~r ":sch~ol ,un,if compris~s .3 or more 'school 
20 administrative units' in 'e]{'istence' pr~or.to July r~ 2008; . 

21.,·. (b{ Th'~:me~b~r '~~~ici~~iiti~~' .of .the··p~o·pos~d regional school unk are 
22 'surrounded' by :approve~ regioo~1 sc~oo1. units or alten:l!itive org~nizational.· 
23 structures and the're !lre:no' pther scho?,i admini~trative units available t6 j0in 
24 .," the proposed regional school unit; or . .,'. '. , : 

25· .. . .. , .·:(c) ·The '~~~b~r 'mu~i~lpaliii~~ ~f ~h~ proposetf.re~ional school unit include' 
26 ·2 or mo~e isolateq sman schools that are eligible for ~n isohited small school . 

. '47 adjustment pursuantto section 1568~, subsection')" paragraph F; and 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32, 
33 

34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

." . . . '. . 
'. .(2) The fo~ation 'of~ re~'on~i scho~1 u~it if the g~~eming body or bodies of the ': 

. prClposed. regional school. unit d~monstrate,' in the notice of intc::nt under, 
SUbsection 1,. thllt all' relisonable 'and practical means· of satisfyi,ng the' 
'requiremtlJJts of subparagraph (1) and' paragraph' B; 's!Jbparagraph (l) have been 

. exhausted, and. that approvai is .warranted .oa~ed Oll the unique or particular 
, ·circurris!;ances of the unit o~ units, : . 

In considering' a request' und~r 'this' paragraph,. the· co~missioner's decision-must. be 
based on, but is not limited to, the specific facts presepted in the notice of intent and 
is applicable 'only to the·~peciijc school administrative units the decision concerns. ,If 
the emfimissio'f1er deaies approval of a regional sOOeel unit aader this paragraph, the 
oommiss\oner's deoisiofl OORstit!:ttes final agency action and is not'subjeot to app~al to 
the state board, ' 
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. " .' ' .. 
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',:' ! 
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Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §14'61-B, sub-§6, ~A, ~s enacted by PL 2009, c. 580. §5, is 
repealed. ' 

, Sec,. 3. ,20-A MRSA.§1461-B, sub-§(i, tUB, as enacted by PL 2099, c; 580, §5, is 
repealed. 

: .. Sec. 4~ '20-A MRSA §1461-B; 'suh-§6, '1fC,as enacted ,by PL 2009, c. '580, §5, !s 
, '~epellied. ' , "" 

,S'ec.:'S. 20~A 'MIisA: §146S', sub-§3, as enabted ~y PL 2007, C. 240, Pt. XXXX, 
. ~ 1 3, 'is ~mended to read:, , ' , , 

9 3. ',Referendum for a, school admin~strative' unit to join ,an I,lxisting' regional 
10 , sch!lol unit. Tlie municip~l officers of each municipality in Ii proposed' reorganized 
11 ' ',' school administrative unit shali place a warrant article ,substantially as foll~ws on the 
12 ballot of' a munic:ipal referendum in' accordance with' the referendum, procedures 
13 applicable'to th,e school administrati,ve unit of which the municipalitY,:is a member. , 

14 
,IS 
,16 

17 

, , 

UArticle: Do you favor approving the ~chool,reorganization plan p~epared by the 
, '(insert name) 'Reorganization PllI:f1ning 'Committee for s~hool a~niinistrative unit 

(insel1 name of affected school,' administra~ive unit) to join the regional school unit 
, " (name'of region~1 school unit), with an, effective date of (insert date)? 

18 Yes NO"' 

19 The.,folio;",!,ing statemeFit mast aocolT):pany the, article: 

20 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

..... : 
lI'BxplaFiation: .. ., " . . 

,,: "YBS" ,'ote :,means' that, yOlo!' apppcwe of' tHe (munic'ip~lity or sohool 
adminiStrative unM j~if1ing ,thc )3l'oposed regional school uHit. The finan'eial 
penaities I:IndeF #10 Mail'lo .. R.~\'ised Statutes, Title 20 A, sectiof! '1 %96 to tho 
existing school administrative unit will no 'longeF'~pply to the proposed regional 

.. 'sohcol u.nit. II" ' 

26 ,Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA §146S, sub-§4; as 'emicted by PL 2007, c. 240, Pt: XXXX, 
27 § 13, is amended, to read: , 

28 ' ,'1:' Referendum on the ~dmiss'on of,. an' additional 'school aami~istrlitb:e unit to 
29 ,an: exlsqng 'regional school unit. If the votr;: to join a regional ,schoo'l unit under 
30 , , subsection 3 was in the affirmative, the;; existing regional school unit 'shall ,call, a regional 
31 sc,hoql unit r,eferendum to vote on the following article. , " 

32 ItArticl~; , Do you':fav~r approving the' school' reorganization plan prepared by the 
33 (insert name) Reorganization Pianning :Committee for school 'aqministrative uni't 
34 , (insert name of affected school administrative unit) .to join the regional school unit 

, 3~ ,(n'~me of regionid school unit), with an effect'ive date of (inseifdate)? 

36 

37 

. 38 

i' Yes No" 

The follo'.".'il'lg statement' must acco~£:lny tho art!ele: 
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·4 
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A "YBS" :'lote .mOaHS $at '),oa·. appFO'ie, of the ','(munioipality or' sCRool ' 
, admh:'1j~trati't'e "mit) joining the propos~d regional sohool unit. ,The ,.fiflafloiaJ 

, ,penalties under the Maine Revised '$tatutes, Title 20 A, section 15596 to the ,., 
. . eKistingscheo) admmistidti,te 'urtit 'I,'/ilf rio, tongor' a.ppl~' to tl=ie proposed ~giofOla;l'·· 

school unit. II .. ,' , ' , , .. "..,' .. 

'---:, " .' '... .... , '.. ':, .' . .' .. '.:' .. ' . ,", \ '. ',. 

,'6, " Sec. 7.:",2.o-A"M~A §14'6,6, 'su~:"§20, '!is' enacted '9Y .PL 2009; c . .580, .. §9, is , '" " 
'" "1' " repealed .. ". ' ,; ',' .. ..... .' . . . . .~ ":.~' . '~'" 

, .' Sec. 8.' ~o~~'~~SA' §~.5~~6;;,!l~:'a~d~de~·~Y··~t 2009;·~. ~55,,§ ~·,.,is·';~p~aie~.: ,: :', ,':,;,,;: "',;. 

S'e~·.: 9~' PL':~~07,'c:'24~: Pt:.~~":§36,'~Qb~§11, a~ iu~~n~eci 'bY.~L2~09. L··,: ,:"':" ',' 
571.Pt.VVv,§r;isfurtheramendeqto:r!,a~:' .' ..... ,\ .. :,.:,' ":, ,'" .. ' . 

'. '8 

. :, ..... *, .'..... " .".:, :',1". '" ,:' ' .. :' .• , .. " ..' '. " . . . ::.:, .' 
11., ". '11. Resuit. of disapproval' at JanuarY:.i~o.B· ,refer~ndulll . or !ltibsequent , . : .... 

. ·1~, " referendum on or before.: J~lDuarY 3Q, 2Q09" A school administrative unit that rejects a ,'.". 
1'3 .' .. ' 'proposed' reorganization, plan' at .the' January .. 1 5'~ 2008 'referendum or at a subsequent"· '. '" . 
1{ '; .', .... referendum'on, or bef~re 'Ja~uiIlY .. 3:0,2(jQ9· may '~,start the process to fonn a regional,'> .. 
J·5. '.' school unit wit~ tli\:l ,sam,e or ot~ecschbol.admhi,istrativ,e units and may see~ 'assis.tance .. : 

" ,16," ,:. from theiOepartmenf.br. Educati~.n to P\epar:~ a~oth6r·reorganization plan. :. . , '.' '. . ..." ... '., '. I.···.
t

• •• ',.' • • 

' .. 1 i ' . ..:' A.': "Subsequent,:."re~rg~~i~tlPii·"pl~n~·: ·must:.~e~t the. same requirement~~ as' .for " . 
'18' ""',' reorganizatipn pla~~' filed: .pri9r' to· the January 2'008 referendum, except that the 
19 . , .. : :timeline~ are ~dj'u~t~ to' reflect it :July 1·,' 2009' reorganization date. . '. 

''}.:o' .' . a . .' '~,e: peflalti,es' set : iorlM '~~' fitle' 20' A, " s~otiafl 15696 apply' to' an)' sehool 
, Z r " " ," IiE;lmiRisiratiw SHit tijat raUs: to 'apPfO",,6 a Feof~nili3ation plan on or before JaHaary 
22" .", '3Q, '~HHW'and is' i~ple'm6~~ tka(~lan '.1& July 1, 2009, ina,ludlng those'sche,ol' 
23" ' ... ooniinisti'¥ive ,~jstri~s tb.at 'are'rerormalaied uRder sabsection 12. 'These penalties do 

'24', " . ' ':', fl(jf ~f3P6' ~o' 'an)' '~eh:oo'! adjpiFlistraQYe. unit that implements a Fe9rganizatimi plan by' 
, :" 25 ' :".: Jl:ll)' 1. 2Ql.n~ aeeaf(lunse.'Nitll' sl:l~seetioR 11 .A; . ' .. , . 

26 .: Se~. '10. PL 2007, ~.140, Pt. ~, §36,'sUb-§11-A"as, arj,ended by PL 20Q9, 
27 'c: 571; Pt Vyv, §2, i.s further ain~nde;d"to rel;ld: . '.. " . 

28' 
29 
30 
31' 
32 
33 . 
34· 
.J5 

36 
37 
38 

39 
40 
41 

ll-A; Res~lt for' school ad~inist~atiVe, unit·that approves pl~n at referendum on 
, .or before January 30, .. 2010 'bilt is unable to iml'l~nie~t. plan. A school adminis~rative 

'. unit that approves a proposed. reorganizatioriplan .at the' January 15, 2008 referendum or .. 
at a 'subsequent r~f.erendum,on or be~C?re'January 30, 2010 but ~s unable to imple!llent the. 

, . plan because the plan :was rejected 'at. ref~renduni by one or more of its proposed partner 
. scheiol .admini$'ative units under th~ plan. ,may restart,' the process'to fonn ~ regional 

school' unit with .the sain~ b'r other school a~n:tini~tratiye units and may seek assista,nce 
, from the Departinent'df EducatiOn fo prepare another reorganization plan. . . . ' ' . ~., , 

A. Subse~uent reorganiZation plans 'must 'm~ef the'. same requirements as for 
reorganization plans filed prior to the: January 2008 referendum. except that the: 

. thnelines are adjusted to reflect a july 1, 20 J t r~~rganization date. " . 
, . . :' 

B. The penalties set forth if! Title 20 A, seetion 15696 apply, as of July J, 2011, to 
uny sshool administruti'/o ~lflit that fails to approve a 'reorganization plan on Of before 
Januury 3Q, 201'1 and to implemsl'l:t that f3lan by Jul)' r, 201 1.. 
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10 

Sec. 11., PL 2007., c. 240, Pt., XXXX, §44 is repealed. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cit<;d in ,the preamble, this 
legislation takes effect when approved. ' ,', ' , , 

SUMMARY ;," 
j.' • 

, , 'This bill amends the Jaws governing scho~t' <!-~~irii~~ratt~e::~~iLre9r~~ni~iiq~>,tci,:: 
~limirfate the p~nalties's'et:forfh fQr nonconforming' s,choo'l '~dmhli~b.·atl.ve' qriiis: 'The 'bill, 
'also eliminates 'the proxision ~haf gives lhe Commissioner of 'E,ch.ic~~ion' t;n~1 approval: df, ' : 

, ,a regional'school unit, including im altell!ative orgl!ilizationaJ 'stii;ictUr:e, and ',e Ii 111 inates , 
the requirement that it school after ,leaving 'ail altertuitiv,e or.gani~aiional structu'remust 

", 

• : ~I • 

"',' " 

...... ' .. , 

.,' . ~ 

joil1 a' conforming school '!ldmiliis~rative unit within) ye.ars: ' , ' '" " ",'" '", " 
• • ' 4" ." •• , ,', ,',.' .', " 

:: 

, . 

.. ~. 

'.' 
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Date: 5/;;5/11 
L.D.385 

(Filing No. H-351 ) 
1rldrDrifrA 

EDUCATION .kko C~4URAL AFFAIRS 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House. 

STATE OF MAINE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

12STH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 311, L.D. 385, Bill, "An Act To 
Amend the School Administrative Unit Consolidation Laws" 

Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency preamble (page 1, lines 1 to lOin 
L.D.) 

Amend the bill by inserting after section 11 the following: 

'Sec. 12. Effective date. This Act takes effect July 1,2012.' 

Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency clause. 

SUMMARY 

This amendment is the majority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Education 
and Cultural Affairs. The amendment strikes the emergency preamble and the emergency 
clause from the bill. The amendment also adds an effective date of July 1,2012 to the 
bill, including provisions that repeal the following: 

1. The Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15696, which sets out penalties 
for nonconforming school administrative units; 

2. References in the Maine Revised Statutes to penalties for nonconforming school 
administrative units, including in provisions pertaining to a member' municipality that 
withdraws from a regional school unit and does not join a conforming school 
administrative unit within 2 years, a member entity that withdraws from an alternative 
organizational structure and does not join a conforming school administrative unit within 
2 years and referenda provision langUage for a nonconforming school administrative unit 
seeking to join an existing regional school unit; 

3. Provisions governing school administrative units failing to approve a 
reorganization plan on or before January 30, 2009 in Public Law 2007, chapter 240, Part 
xxxx that cross-reference the penalties established for nonconforming school 
administrative units; and 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 311, L.D. 385 

4. Provisions in Public Law 2007, chapter 240, Part XXXX that cross-reference the 
penalties established for nonconforming school administrative units and direct the State 
Board of Education to modify rules governing the rating process for school construction. 

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED 

(See attached) 
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Approved: 05/091l1 ~ac:. 

125th MAINE LEGISLATURE 
·LD 385 LR327(02) 

An Act To Amend the School Administrative Unit Consolidation Laws 

Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment ,A" 
Committee: Education and Cultural Affairs 

Fiscal Note Required: Yes 

.Fiscal Note 

No state fiscal impact 

Fiscal Detail and Notes 

,: . . ;' 

This legislation will not affect the total cost ofK-12 public education or the state's share of that cost. Beginning in 
fiscal year 2012-13, this legislation will result in those school administrative units who conformed with the laws 
governing school administrative unit reorganization receiving less subsidy than they would have otherwise received if 
this legislation was not in effect and those nonconforming school administrative units receiving more. However, there 
is no net impact to the General Fund. 
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April 8, 2011 

Senator Langley, Representative Richardson and members of the committee on 
Education and Cultural Affairs. 

My name is Pamela Dunning. I am a member of Maine Municipal Association Legislative 
Policy Committee as well as a Selectperson and citizen of Wiscasset. I would like to 
address you neither for nor against LD 268 and LD 385. 

Many municipalities conformed under pressure of the state's demand to enter an RSU. 
The ulfimatum of a penalty intimidated many people into voting on an issue without fully 
understanding the repercussions and effects that could occur. While I understand the 
need for setting a deadline, that deadline did not allow enough time to educate the public 
on the full ramifications of joining an RSU, nor allow for careful consideration of all 
contractual issues they were being asked to approve. Perhaps if the Department of 
Education had not been so overwhelmed with the number of RSUs consolidating and the 
many differing funding formulas in such a short time, it could have served better as a 
review authority and some unhappy unions could have been avoided. 

While I am happy for towns that may benefit from these LDs, I question what is to be 
done for those towns that are in RSUs and are not satisfied with their partnerships? Will 
they be allowed to withdraw? Will they get their voices back so their votes will count? Or, 
will they remain locked into distrustful and unharmonious relationships while others 
continue on unscathed? 

While non-conformists have not been penalized, there have also been no rewards for 
those who conformed. In effect, the conformists are penalized by now finding themselves 
in uncomfortable and incompatible situations. Even though no penalties have been 
imposed, I could only support LD 268 and LD 385 in conjunction with a bill that would 
allow municipalities to immediately vote to leave their current RSU and that allows them 
to leave without penalties or conditions. In that instance, 268 and 385 would gain my 
support. 

Many ,citizens would be happy to continue to work regionally to form partnerships that 
may better suit our needs. The problem for a town like Wiscasset is that our RSU just 
does not make sense for us. Geographically set along a string of towns, this RSU is too 
distant to enable the other towns to send their high school students to Wiscasset. Our 
high school is still grossly under utilized while we are paying tuition to send students 
outside the RSU borders. Our superintendant and the central office is almost an hour 
away. A one hour staff meeting for the principals may have them outside of the school for 
half a day. The opportunity to achieve real consolidation is just not practical when the 
distance between partners is so far. 

In my opinion, the best outcome for all concerned is for the legislative body to listen to the 
people and return their right to vote for what they want. Please return the right of choice 
back to the citizens of the State of Maine and let their voices be heard. 

Thank you for your good work and for the opportunity to testify before you today. I would 
b~ happy to answer any questions. 



Peter B. Johnson 
P. o. Box 697 

Greenville, ME 04441 
Residence: (207) 695-2019 
Cell Phone: (207) 280-0888 

B-Mail: rumridge27@gmail.com 
State House B·Mail: 

RepPete.Johnson@legislllture,maine,gov 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
2 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333~0002 
(207) 287~1400 

TTY: (207) 287·4469 

Testimony of 
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Before the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs 
LD385 

"An Act To Amend the School Administrative Unit Consolidation Laws" 
7 Apri12011 

Senator Langley, Representative Richardson and distinguished members of the Joint 
Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs it is my privilege to present 
testimony on LD 385, "An Act To Amend the School Administrative Unit Consolidation 
Laws." I am Pete Johnson, I live in Greenville, and I have the honor of representing 
House District 27 which is comprised of 14 towns in Piscataquis and Somerset Counties. 

This bill amends the laws governing school administrative unit reorganization to 
eliminate the penalties set forth for nonconforming school administrative units. The bill 
also eliminates the provision that gives the Commissioner of Education final disapproval 
authority of a regional school unit, including an alternative organizational structure, and 
eliminates the requirement that a school after leaving an alternative organizational 
structure must join a conforming school administrative unit within 2 years. 

I don't need to tell the members of this committee the angst that the school consolidation 
laws have caused our state. From Kittery to Fort Kent, from Jackman to Mount Desert 
Island, there are unresolved issues with this law. There were a group of large of school 
districts that didn't have to do anything, there were a group of districts that consolidated 
under the duress of threats from the state and there were a group of districts that did not 
consolidate after extensive investigation of the costs and benefits of the potential 
consolidation groups. Some consolidated districts may have been successfully formed 
under this law however; they could have done those consolidations without the law. 

The consolidation law was conceived in isolation, imposed unrealistic timelines, used 
dishonest savings projections and was implemented under threat of penalty. The end· 
result was predicted by many and ignored by the state. It is time to eliminate the most 
egregious parts of that legislation and move on to solutions that will incentivize 
collaboration and sharing of capabilities that will truly advantage students. As a 
committee, as a legislature and as a state we need to marshal all our scarce resources to 
reach our goal of insuring a first class education for all our students. The current 
consolidation law hurts some of our most economically disadvantage youth. It is time to 
correct this situation. I urge the committee to unanimously recommend "ought to pass" 
on LD 385 and I would be pleased to answer any questions .. 

District 27 Abbot, Beaver Cove, Bowerbank, Brownville, Cambridge, Greenville, Guilford, Monson, Parlanan, 
Sebec, Shirley, Willimantic and Plantation of Kingsbury, plus the unorganized territories of Blanchard Township; 

Northeast Piscataquis (including Barnard and Elliottsville Townships) and Northwest Piscataquis 
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