MFI Forum Notes from April 4 2011

Trends:

1. Collaborative effort: MFI functions as a central collaborating entity, bring all the stakeholders (parents, businesses, Board members) together and collaborate
2. Adjust the curriculum to meet the skill gaps

3. Need consistency and a comprehensive plan that is aligned 

4. Businesses and school engage in partnerships

5. Data delivery to parents and students

6. Identify the bottlenecks and let policy makers know what they are

7. “Model Organization” and access to them

What Can MFI do?

1) Disseminate the information to parents in simple terms and help the schools get it out

2) Change the story and market it to Maine

3) Message up to the policy makers to mobilize resources 

4) Identify bottlenecks

5) “Model Organization” and access to them

6) Find a forum for the public school system and college for “persistent” dialog

7) Getting the kids on campus
8) Professional development guidance counselors engaged in the workforce

9) More middle school involvement

10) Central resource (Skype, website, contact numbers), everyone enjoying the resources (CWRI)

11) Connection with vocational schools (linking with kids in England through Skype)

12) Get away from Blame Game and towards Best practices

 May 20th event at the Education building

Next Meeting:

· More students

· Middle school involvement

· Business

· Library

· Education Commissioner

· Have Students/youth work on brainstorming

· Have families and parents involved in the career path

· Have a panel and let the teachers talk

· Start formulating strategy and vision

