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The Department’s wildlife management practices include keeping a portion of the landscape under its management in an early successional stage.  Roughly twenty percent of Wildlife Management Areas (WMA’s) is slated to be maintained in a range of younger age classes.  Most of this acreage is managed as either field or young forest, and is expressly provided for numerous species of wildlife, including ruffed grouse, woodcock, grassland nesting birds, and a myriad of other game and non-game wildlife.  
Currently, Wildlife Management Section staff in the Lands Management Program and Regional staff at the Enfield office (Region F) are in the process of developing a plan for the Page Farm Compartment of the Mattawamkeag River System WMA (in Drew Plt, Prentiss Twp., Kingman Twp., and Webster Plt.) to perpetuate old field and early successional characteristics currently found at the WMA.  These efforts will build on and expand current management practices facilitated through a partnership with the Wild Turkey Federation (Superfund Project), Natural Resources Conservation Service (WHIP), and the Wildlife Management Institute.  The Department has teamed with these partners to conduct management, provide outreach, and serve as demonstration areas for early successional management for private and other public landowners.
The current draft plan calls for a patchwork of early successional grouse blocks, woodcock feeding strips, field reclamation and field maintenance.  The management strategies call for providing all the habitat requirements needed for grouse and woodcock on a sizable portion of the WMA to maximize the habitat potential for those species and species that utilize the same habitat conditions.  A secondary benefit of this management strategy will be increased opportunities for hunting – the major recreational use on the WMA.
The wildlife habitat enhancement operation planned for the Page Farm compartment of the Mattawamkeag River System WMA is based on featured species management as well as biodiversity.  Featured species management within these units will focus on American woodcock habitat.  A driving factor in this management decision is the early successional nature of the reverting farmland, typical conditions conductive to woodcock management and field and field networks –all of which provide for habitat requirements throughout the life stages of the migratory woodcock.  Included in the proposed operations is the repair and upgrade of the main access road into the compartment to facilitate management, maintenance and public use of the area.  These upgrades include ditching, grading, culvert installation and gravel placement as needed.  

The operations planned for the Page Farm Compartment will be undertaken to provide necessary habitat conditions for all life stages of woodcock and grouse, including nesting, brood rearing, singing grounds, and feeding sites.  A network of 16 feeding strips 100 feet wide and varying length dependent up site conditions will be established.  The feeding strips will be maintained on a 5 year cutting cycle, and 25 year rotation.  The site conditions existing in the area considered for the feeding strips are old field, orchard, and intolerant hardwood growth with a high component of alder.  The ability to harvest merchantable material from additional feeding strips will be explored based upon need to augment harvest volumes and budgetary constraints.  This will also allow for reduced cost to produce the desired conditions during the next planned entry in the feeding strips in 2012-13 by removing merchantable material that would otherwise not be utilized due to the limited planned entry during the period (7 acres of feeding strips).  A total of 10 acres of feeding strips is proposed to be operated this entry.

Field networks adjacent to the feeding strips and near areas intended for nesting and brood rearing cover will be maintained and reclaimed to provide singing grounds and roosting fields.  The current operations will reclaim 5 acres of old field to increase the field network in the general vicinity to 18.4 acres.  Activities already undertaken include the reclamation and mowing of the remaining 13.4 acres not under consideration for the current operational planning.

Additionally, 68.6 acres of intolerant hardwood and fir have been designated to be operated to perpetuate the early successional characteristics of the area and provide brood rearing and nesting habitat requirements of the woodcock, grouse and other species which utilize the dense shelter and food source supplied by such habitat.  The 68.6 acres will be operated to produce roughly 5 acre blocks to promote the best sprouting and sapling conditions possible.  To accomplish that, the activities will occur during the winter months when maximum nutrients are store in the root systems and is available to provide the best possible sprouting.  As with all habitat enhancement activities the Department undertakes, merchantable stems will be utilized for the highest possible use.  The blocks will be operated on a 40 year rotation and 10 year cutting cycles, with 17.5 acres operated under this proposed planning period.
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Typical early successional block after cutting
Same block 1 year later


Much work needs to be conducted to accomplish this comprehensive management approach, including formal review with the Resource Assessment Section in the Bangor office, but with plans reviewed and project partners available the planned activities will be a great asset to accomplishing the activities needed to enhance the habitat available on the Page Farm Compartment.
