Habitat Conservation
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How do we accomplish habitat conservation and make a difference in your daily lives?

Maine state biologists devote a large percentage of their time working on habitat conservation, often in a behind the scenes role, positively influencing the environment which native fish and wildlife require; which is the same environment we humans live, work, and play.

Simple things that you may observe or hear, like with the coming of spring, the pleasant song and sight of the wild birds in your yard, or along your trip into work, to school, or the grocery store, or the fleeting glimpse of some wild animal, like a fox, searching for a place to raise it’s young, or find a food source. The sight and sound of the clear running brook, that may hold a brook trout, or the place where a child can safely play, floating a stick which is an imaginary ship. These treasures are all dependant on the work we do daily influencing the conservation of habitat.
As an example, a type of habitat we actively provide management guidance, or in some cases we work with partners and private landowners to protect or enhance, or we may assist in the acquisition of, are buffers. Buffers can be of many types, such as areas around agricultural operations, or around lakes and ponds, marshes, or along rivers, streams and brooks.
Buffers around agricultural operations do many critical functions, such as reducing runoff of nutrients, soil, or excess water. As importantly, these buffers, with biologist recommendations, can and do serve as important wildlife habitat. Some of the recommendations may include a seed mix recommendation, width, interplanting of woody species, or mowing schedules. Some of the songbirds you enjoy seeing and hearing, some of the butterflies in your yard, or the turkeys you like to see or hunt, may spend some time in or around these agricultural buffers.
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Riparian buffers help protect clean water. In addition to the brook trout and child needing clear, clean water, these riparian areas provide critical habitat for wildlife as travel corridors and feeding areas. Biologists work with private landowners, other state and federal agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGO), land trusts, and other private groups, developing Best Management Practices (BMP’s), rules and regulations, obtaining conservation easements or assisting in the acquisition of key conservation lands.
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To conclude, although you may not see the state fishery or wildlife biologists at work, we are actively thinking, planning, and working to implement habitat conservation, which in turn is having a positive influence on the fish and wildlife resources, and just as importantly, improving your quality of life. The treasures we all enjoy, fish and wildlife, clean water, all are dependant on the quality of the habitat. As you go about your day, look for and think about these buffers, the ability to see and understand them will enrich your day, as it does mine.
To learn more about wildlife buffers, please use your favorite search engine and type in “wildlife buffers”.
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