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RESEARCHI&ASSESSMENT SECTION

The Bait Dealer Inspection Program, first and foremost, is a fantastic communication opportunity for Biologists, Wardens
and Dealers. The primary goal for all involved is to assure that only legal baitfish species are dealt and ultimately used
by anglers. During inspections, Biologists and Wardens often field questions about fish ID, private pond stocking permits,
game fish stockings, proper disposal of excess baitfish, and pertinent rules and laws. This provides a great opportunity
for public outreach regarding the use of live baitfish, as most Dealers are in direct contact with many of the State’s an-
glers. This will hopefully continue to
limit the chance of unwanted species
being spread throughout the state in
bait buckets. We expect to continue
an increased inspection effort for the
years to come and hope to continue to
find that a vast majority of our Dealers
are in compliance with existing laws
and providing a valuable service to
Maine’s angling community!
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OFFICE OF THIE COMMISSIONER

The legislative session is in full swing and the month of April brought many public hearings and work sessions. For an
update on current legislation please visit the Department’'s homepage: www.maine.gov/ifw and under Public Meetings,
click the link for “127th Legislature 1st Session.

Commissioner’s public events included:
Maine Professional Guides annual banquet held at Jeff’'s Catering in Brewer
ATV Maine’s annual banquet, also held at Jeff's Catering in Brewer
Public hearing in Phippsburg to discuss a petition that was received to remove the Town
of Phippsburg from the expanded archery zone WMD 24
On behalf of the Commissioner, Colonel Wilkinson officiated the public hearing held in
Greenville on April 24th to discuss moose permit numbers in WMD 9. Good job Colonel!

Old Town Canoe graciously donated a kayak to the Maine Guides Board recently, and in re-
turn, Luke LaBree of Old Town Canoe and Johnson Outdoors received an appreciation print from
IFW Commissioner Chandler Woodcock. If you look closely up the left side of the river
pictured in the print, you may see an Old Town canoe along the banks.

The Maine Guides Board oversees the Maine guides testing and license programs. The board is comprised of Game
Wardens, IFW staff, Marine Patrol Officers, Maine guides, and other interested parties. Many guides donate their time
and expertise to the program, working to ensure that the title “Registered Maine Guide” is well deserved.

The testing procedure for Maine guides is changing, as the test is transitioning from a written and oral exam to a
practical test where applicants must demonstrate outdoor skills required to be a guide.

As Game Warden Sergeant Dave Craven stated, “It's one thing to know in theory how to start a fire on a rainy day,
or safely erect a tree stand, but the new test will have a hands-on component.”

The Old Town kayak that was donated will be part of that hands-on testing. Thank you Luke and Old Town!
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Swan Island in it’s 50th year! - Written by John Pratte, Wildlife Biologist & Swan Island Manager

The campground on Swan Island at the Steve Powell Wildlife Management Area is entering its 50th year in operation.
During this time we have hosted many school groups, non-profit groups, and families who have
enjoyed exploring the bountiful wildlife, history and educational programs.

Swan Island began as a destination for visitors who wanted to view the abundant deer and
numerous flocks of waterfowl frequenting Merrymeeting Bay. Over time the focus has shifted to
the combination of wildlife viewing, history, camping, hiking and paddling experiences.

With time comes infrastructure needs and opportunities. Our ferry, which services public and
staff needs, has been in service over 50 years, exceeding its life expectancy. After evaluating many options we found the
most cost effective was a new ferry.

Going into the 2015 season we will have a modern, aluminum ferry that will increase our capacity from an average of 15
passengers to 55. Not only will our efficiency be dramatically improved, but in combination with a new dock at the
campground we can bring large groups directly to the campground, bypassing multiple trips in the tour truck.

| am excited about the new opportunities and improved visitor experience on Swan Island this year.

RISHERIESI&IHATEHERIESIDIVISION!

Crooked River Redd Survey - Written by Jim Pellerin, Fisheries Biologist, Sebago Lake Region

The Crooked River is the single most important spawning and nursery tributary
supporting the wild landlocked salmon sport fishery in Sebago Lake. The river has the
potential to significantly, if not entirely sustain Sebago Lake’s salmon fishery with naturally
produced fish. Aside from its importance as a spawning tributary for Sebago, the Crooked
River also provides substantial recreational angling opportunity, and is the only high quality
river fishery for salmon in southern Maine today. This was not always the case, as the river
had been plagued with mill dams for centuries, and Sebago almost lost its salmon population
from DDT use in the mid to late 1960s. Since the creation of the Fisheries Division in the early o :
1950s, each generation of biologists have all worked towards the restoration of the wild salmon populatlon of Sebago Lake.

Although MDIFW conducted a complete habitat survey of the main stem Crooked River in the mid 1980s, the scale of
the survey did not clearly identify the specific location of spawning habitats, particularly those actually being utilized by
spawning adults. Salmon spawning sites are critical habitats in terms of production potential; identifying key spawning
locations, as well as their distribution and abundance, are integral to the long-term protection of the Crooked River salmon
population.

Consequently, MDIFW planned a salmon redd survey for the fall of 2014. The project was a joint effort involving MDIFW
regional staff, as well as volunteers from the Sebago Lake and Mollyockett Chapters of Trout Unlimited. Various sections of
the river were surveyed for salmon redds by teams of two via walking and/or canoeing.

A summary of the survey results is presented in the table. A total of 2,107 redds were observed over the 58.1 mile reach
of the Crooked River from Songo Pond downstream to its confluence with the Songo River. The data indicate a relatively
high percentage of current redd sites are located above historical sawmill barriers (Edes — 85.2%, Scribners — 61.1%,
Bolsters — 46.9 %), which validates early and current efforts by the Department to restore and enhance fish passage in the

watershed.
Summary of Crooked River Redd Survey, 2014. Redd counts have been widely used as a
Summary of Crooked River Redd Counts (2014) relatively simple and inexpensive method to
Section Miles Redd Count (%) | Redds/Mile | TestPit Countl | monitor or estimate the population size of adult
Albany-N Waterford 12.3 2242 (10.6) 19 NA spawning salmonids. Redd counts can be
N Waterford-Sodom 15.7 453 (21.5) 29 146 expanded with a multiplier for redds per female
Sodom-Twin Bridges 3.7 230 (10.9) 62 30 and a sex ratio fo yield a rough population
— estimate for the number of spawning adults.
Twin Bridges Bolsters 4.1 828.9) 20 24 The redd count data obtained in this survey
Bolsters-Scribners 26 300 (14.2) 15 34 and the best information available for
Scribners-Edes 10.1 508 (24.1) 50 47 multipliers suggest the adult spawning run for
Edes-Rte 11 2.7 256 (12.2) 95 46 the Crooked River in 2014 ranged from
Rte 11-Songo R 6.9 54 (2.6) 8 6 approximately 2,300 to 4,600 adult salmon.
Total 58 1 2107 (100.0) 6 378 This latest information indicates that there have

been significant gains in spawning activity and
adult returns to the upper river, which is
consistent with observations of more wild
salmon in the Sebago Lake fishery. ltis
rewarding to see the culmination of over six
2,318 - 4,6351 adult LLS decades of work by various MDIFW biologists
1 Calculations assume 1-2 redds/female and a F:M sex ratio of 45:55 (Jordan River Data) | unfold into a rather remarkable success.

1 Test pits only counted where they occurred in the presence of one or more redds.

2 Actual counts were 273, adjusted downward 18% for unaccounted test pits within this
section.

Estimated Adult Spawning Population




