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Minutes of July 8th HITSC Meeting

The HITSC meeting met at the MMA as scheduled from 1-3pm. Minutes of the 6/18/2010 meeting were accepted as written. 
Discussion about the status of the State HIT Plan centered on the lack of identified deficits from ONC feedback and an announcement of a change in scope (PIN) to the HIT/HIE contract with the Office of the National Coordinator (ONC). Both of these issues are scheduled to be addressed in a meeting with ONC management. Issues related to the PIN are especially troublesome sense the changes were announced after our plan was submitted. A status update on the plan will be presented at the next HITSC meeting.
Updates of HIT initiatives were presented. Dev Culver informed the Committee about the work HealthInfoNet (HIN) is doing to prepare and support providers on meeting Meaningful Use requirements which will enable eligible providers to receive incentive payments from CMS either by participating in the Medicare o Medicaid programs. HIN has a strategy that involves approaches to support large systems and one for smaller groups and solo practitioners. The Regional Extension Center is just now getting under way and we will hear monthly updates from HIN at future meetings.
KVCC continues to pursue a workplan to begin offering training modules for existing workforce that want to develop skills in the HIT field. The curricula is being developed out of Tidewater education in Virginia. This is the organization that reveived funding to organize and manage the Northeast region. We are also aware that SMCC has a grant of similar size and will also be participating in developing a program to be offered in the southern part of the state. Monthly updates will provided to the HITSC.
Cathy Bruno, CIO EMHS and Executive Sponsor of the Bangor Beacon Community Program gave a presentation to the group about the program. A PowerPoint can be found on the OSCHIT website. The Bangor Beacon Community Program will demonstrate the impact of a coordinated effort focused on persons with chronic disease and managed in a proactive manner with the support of information technology. 

MaineCare HIT plan was discussed. Issues that were focused on were the analysis of the current adoption and readiness of healthcare systems in adoption and implementation of HIT.

The CHIPRA grant was discussed as an effort to improve quality of care, reduce administrative burden, and streamline MaineCare administration of services. The CHIPRA grant is a joint initiative between MECDC, Muskie School, and MaineCare. The grant is shared with the state of Vermont. The focus is on children and the use of the Bright Futures developmental information and tracking tool. More information will be presented to the group in the future as the grant work gets defined.

Kevin Lewis, Executive Director of the Maine Primary Care Association (MPCA) provided the HITSC with an overview of the efforts of MPCA to provide HIT support to MPCA members and others in the many rural and underserved areas served. The work of MPCA supports providers in underserved areas of the state through network, EMR acquisition, and training. MPCA will provide updates to HITSC going forward.
Jim presented two workplan strategies that involve hiring of external consultants. A workplan and RFP outline on privacy and security with a consultant to facilitate a group to address issues in statute that prevent sharing of protected information. Discussion focused on the complexities and neccisity to address these issues and the HITSC was supportive of the plan as presented. Jim also discussed a similar need to hire a consultant to provide and implement a communication plan that will inform the public about health information exchange. Discussion surrounding this issue was supportive and the HITSC endorsed the plan to go forward with an RFP.
Jim discussed plans to coordinate with the education institutions on workforce development. A meeting is scheduled with KVCC and the HITSC will be informed of action going forward.

The OSC website is continuing to grow in content. The site address is www.maine.gov/hit. Check it out and provide us with feedback.

The OSCHIT and state health plan will be discussed at a future HITSC meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jim Leonard, Director
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