



HIT STEERING COMMITTEE
MINUTES

MAY 12, 2011
Present:
Len Bartel, Dawn Gallagher, Megan Landry, Stefanie Nadeau, Paul Richardson, Anne Rogers,Greg Schueman, Steve Sears, Julie Shackley, Peter Smith, Lisa Tuttle, Dave Winslow  

Via Phone:
Shaun Alfreds, Barry Blumenthal, Bob Kohl, Bob Laliberte 

[NOTE:  
Since I was late to the meeting I apologize if you are not listed as a participant – please let me know and you will be added to the minutes.] 

 [DAWN – DO YOU HAVE ANY NOTES YOU WISH TO ADD HERE] 

April Minutes ?????
HIN

Shaun Alfreds updated the Steering Committee on the status of HIN activities noting that HIN was still working on connecting the Veteran’s Administration.  He also reported the Rhode Island pilot was underway and that HIN was currently working with Rhode Island DIRECT.  He then reviewed REC activities noting that they had negotiated agreements with 3 vendors:  Ingenix, AthenaHealth and EMDS (?) and that 825 organizations had been enrolled at this time.  He also reported that they would be conducting a series of educational forums around the state.

MPCA

Bob Kohl reported that MPCA continues working with their consultant, Arcadia Solutions, citing 6 centers are now connected to the data warehouse and Penobscot would soon be connected.  He noted work was underway to involve substance abuse and data warehousing.  He also commented that the Rural HIT Network Development Grant was available only to entities without EHR’s making MPCA unqualified to apply for the funds.  Bob said he would provide the link to these funds for any HITSC members who might be interested. 
The SC agreed to postpone discussion of Health Data and Legislation agenda items until Jim Leonard joined the meeting.
Statewide HIT Conference 
Jim opened a discussion of convening a Statewide HIT Summer Conference to solicit comments and proposals from the SC regarding what goals and objectives could be achieved as well as identifying target audiences, conference themes, and the tasks and logistics associated with planning such an event.   
Jim said he viewed one goal of the conference as bringing together an audience of stakeholders and agencies to further increase their understanding of the HIE and update them on the status of HIT in Maine.  He expected the program to feature national speakers to emphasize potential and current HIT developments in areas like ACO’s, health information infrastructure, support to Patient Centered Medical Homes, etc.
Some members of the group expressed concern with the timing of the conference noting a shorter than usual time to work out the logistics and program as well as possible light attendance due to the summer vacation season. 

It was agreed to select a conference planning subcommittee for the purpose of exploring the feasibility and planning of holding an HIT Statewide Conference. 

Julie Shackley noted that the conference would help to increase people’s awareness regarding HIT developments underway in Maine.    
Legislation

Jim reviewed the status of LD 1331 & LD 1337 noting that issues of concern among the parties dealt with Privacy and Security associated with the HIE and the allowance of sensitive health information into the Exchange.  He noted that the HIT Legal Workgroup was involved in these discussions and the subsequent agreements among the parties.

Shaun further reported that LD 1337 puts into Statute the policies HIN had and already provided but added an external audit structure / function to the already in place federal breach requirements.  The audit will be conducted in partnership with the OSC.

Jim then cited the need to develop an informational / awareness campaign to inform and support these policies and invited suggestions from the SC for how best to publicize this information.  Steve Sears noted that ME CDC often uses resources affiliated with the CDC‘s national strategy and suggested the ONC may be able to help. 
IHOC

Greg Schueman updated the SC on the status of IHOC reporting system activities noting they had received the data from HIN.  He then noted they were actively working on defining measures and looking at the National Quality Forum Standards to assure consistent reporting.  He also reported that work was beginning on a contract with HIN to begin receiving lab reports.

 Health Data 
Jim reported on a meeting he had with Paul Klainer who thought there was a need for more patient-centered data reporting.  Jim also reported that LD 1467 called for more timeliness of access health care data and that he testified in support of the recommendations cited in the Health Data Workgroup Report which will be presented to the ACHSD at their next meeting.

MaineCare HIT 

Dawn presented a brief update in regards to the Medicaid HIT Incentive Payment Plan and Maine’s implementation timeline.  She reports:  (1) from July 1st to mid-August MaineCare would be conducting tests with CMS; (2)  MaineCare will go live in October; and (3) on December 31, 2011 checks would be sent to Providers 12-31-11.  It was also reported that an HIT Medicaid Program Subcommittee would be convened to assure information flows and applications, recruit and make payments and prioritize work.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.   
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