



HIT STEERING COMMITTEE
MINUTES

August 11, 2011

Present:
Rick Snow, Jim Lopotosky, Rep. Anne Graham, Kim Campell, Michael DeLorenzo, Amy Landry, Dev Culver, Barry Blumenfeld, Bob Kohl, Sen. Margaret Craven, Rep. Les Fossel, Stephen Sears, M.D., Katherine Pelletreau, Karynlee Harrington, Paul Klainer, Jim Leonard, Al Prysunka, Julie Shackley, Joanne Gagne, Teddy Dwyer, Wendy Wolf, M.D.
Jim opened the meeting with attendee introductions and then asked for program updates. 
Mac Hilton, Bangor Beacon:

· See BBC update provided at mtg and on website
· BBC is engaging with behavioral healthcare providers in the Bangor area discussing integration and coordination. Dr. Wolf of the MEHAF organization requested that BBC and the behavioral health effort led by the Hanley Center coordinate efforts. Jim Leonard committed to follow-up.

Community College HIT Programs 
Paul Richardson provided a comprehensive overview of the community college HIT training programs that are funded through the ONC. KVCC and SMCC have experienced significant increases in enrollments and attendance. The programs are faced with sustainability challenges and placement of graduates is not meeting expectations. These issues were discussed with no immediate answers provided.
Bob Khol, Maine Primary Care Association
Bob discussed the gains made in the MPCA IT systems and care coordination within several FQHC practices that are designated medical homes. 

Dev Culver, HealthInfoNet
· Dev described the work at HIN bringing on new hospitals in advance of the schedule that is included in the strategic and operational plan of the OSC. HIN has an accelerated timeline with several hospitals due to be added by end of 2011. 

· HIN has been working in the Bangor Beacon Program to develop a strategy on use of DIRECT, a method for providing secure point-to-point communication between known parties that could provide a solution to providers that are unlikely to use EHR like long term care.
Joan Klayman, IHOC

· IHOC is making significant progress in defining measures that will be used for quality reporting through electronic means and in developing strategies with providers to impact quality of care based upon the Bright Futures program.
· IHOC is developing strategies to allow secure communication of evaluation and treatment history of foster children based upon PREP evaluations. The intent is to impact timely availability of relevant clinical and historical information for foster children. Significant technology challenges remain.
Karynlee Harrington, Dirigo Health Agency
Updated the Steering Committee regarding the Agency and health insurance exchange activities.  She cited LD 1582, Resolve, Creating the Advisory Committee on Maine’s Health Insurance Exchange, a 9-member Council appointed by the Governor representing interests of stakeholders in regards to a health insurance exchange.   She said an Internal Steering Committee has also been named to report to the Advisory Committee.  The Advisory Committee is responsible for recommendations to the Governor.  

MaineCare HIT Incentive Program
Jim Leonard updated the SC on the status of MaineCare HIT initiatives concerning Medicaid funding available to provide payments to eligible Providers for EHR implementation.  A timeline depicting the implementation dates was distributed to SC members.  

Opt-Out/Informational Forms

Amy Landry, Communications Director of HealthInfoNet discussed the process and final recommendations for an informational and Opt-out form to meet requirements under LD 1337. The informational sheet and form was shown along with feedback from the Legal Work group, Consumer Advisory Committee, and Provider Committee. Amy explained and showed actions taken to address the concerns raised by the various groups and the HITSC had opportunity to discuss and there was unanimous support for the process that is being used. The finalized forms and outcome will be brought back to the HITSC.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00. Several items from the agenda are to be accrued over to the September mtg.
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