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Maine Citizens for Clean Elections is a nonpartisan coalition of organizations and individuals who worked together to 
help pass Maine’s Clean Election Act and who continue to work together to support and defend its use and the 

integrity of its implementation.  Its members include AARP, Common Cause Maine, the League of Women Voters of 
Maine, Maine AFL-CIO, Maine People’s Alliance and Peace Action Maine. 

July 16, 2007 

To:  Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices 

Re: MCEA Candidates Using Public Funds to Pay Family Members  

Maine Citizens for Clean Elections 

Maine Citizens for Clean Elections (MCCE) is a nonpartisan coalition of groups and individuals which 
has advocated in support of the Maine Clean Election Act since its inception.  Throughout the 10 years of 
Clean Elections in Maine, MCCE has provided a consistent, nonpartisan voice for the Act.  While we 
have encouraged candidates to use the Clean Election public funding program, we never have and never 
will endorse or oppose individual candidates or political parties for any reason.  Our aim is to make sure 
the Maine Clean Election Act works well for the people of Maine. 

Our Clean Election system has been used successfully and with integrity by hundreds of candidates since 
it went into effect in 2000.  The law’s success is a result of strong citizen participation, broad popularity 
among candidates, and vigorous enforcement by the Ethics Commission.  As with all reform laws, 
continual vigilance is needed to ensure that the law in practice continues to live up to the voters’ intent in 
passing it. 

Summary Statement on MCEA Candidates Using Public Funds to Pay Family Members 

In our testimony earlier this year on LD 1854, we said 

While we understand the concern when a candidate pays a family member with public funds, we 
believe candidates have the right to pay for campaign related professional services from their 
Clean Election distribution.  We do not think it is appropriate to limit who may provide those 
professional services. 

While we support candidates’ right to pay family members for professional services, we do not believe 
such payments should constitute a windfall for the candidate’s family.  This is a particular concern in the 
case of gubernatorial candidates where larger sums of money are available.  Such payments should be 
consistent with what someone else would pay that family member for their professional services in a 
similar capacity.   

For this reason, we feel that it is vital to the integrity of the system that any payments to family members 
by an MCEA candidate be clearly and transparently disclosed.  We believe the most important anti-
corruption measure that the Commission could adopt here is a “sunshine” measure – full and timely 
disclosure would make the facts available to opponents, the press and citizens.  We support the Ethics 
Commission’s staff recommendation for disclosure on Schedule B of the campaign’s financial reports. 

We also support the Commission auditor’s proposal that officers of an MCEA candidate campaign or any 
other person authorized to make expenditures of MCEA funds be barred from any commercial 
relationship with the campaign. 


