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Commission on Governimental Ethics
135 State House Station -
Aungusta, ME 043_33-0 135

To Whom it may Concern:

On December 20", 1 called to say that I was a day late in filing because [ had
just returned home from being with my husband because he had been taken

by ambulance to the hospital in Lewiston during the night on Sunday before

the filing was due. I spent all my time with him till I was able to bring him

back home. The filing totally slipped my mind due to the stroke that my

husband had.

I am sending along the money but I do feel that this was definitely a

“mitigating circumstance”. If you agree then please either return the check
or destroy it.
If it is kept, do I include it in the next filing or is it automatically done?

Sincerely yours, _»““T“
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' STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
ANT ELECTION PRACTICES .
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
ATIGUSTA, MAINE

04333.0133
~ January 5, 2007
Christopher Wainwright '
94 Staples Hill Rd.
Canton, ME 04221
BY CERTIFIED) MAIL

Dear Mr. Wainwright:
RE:  Late 42-Day Post-General due 12/19/2006

You fled a 42-Day Post-General report on 12/20/2006. A penalty must be assessed for late reports based
on the amount of financial activity conducted during the filing period, the mumber of calendar days a report
is filed late, and the candidate’s filing record. Based on the preseribed statutory formula, the preliminary
determination of the penalty for the late filing of your report would be $20.18. Please refer to the enclosed
penalty matrix for more details on how the penalty is computed. If you agree with this preliminary
deterrination of the amount of the penalty, you may use the enclosed billing statement to pay that penalty.

If you have a reason for filing late, you may request the Commission to make a final penalty deterrmnation.
Any request for a Commission determination must be made within 10 calendar days of receipt of this
notice, beginning on the day you sign its receipt. If this notice has been refused or left unclaimed at the
post office, the 10-day period begins on the day the post offiee indicates it has given first notice of 2
certified letter, Upon receipt of your request for 2 Commission determination, we will schedule you to
appear and will notify you of the date and time of the next Commission meeting. You o & persoil you
designate may then appear personally before the Commission or you may send a written statement for the
Commission’s consideration. A statement must be notarized and contain a full explanation of the reason
you filed late, Staternents should be sent to the address shown on this letterhead. The Commission will

notify you of the disposition of your case within 10 days after its determination.

NOTE: The Commission may waive penalties for late reports only in cases where tardineas is due to
mitigating circumstances. The law defines “mitigating circumsatances” as: 1) a valid emergency determined
by the Commission, in the interest of the sound administration of justice, to warrant the waijver of the
penalty in whole ot in part; 2) an error by the Commmission staff: 3) failure to receive notice of the filing
deadline; or (4) ather circumstances determined by the Comimission that warrant mitigation of the penalty,
based upon relevant evidence presented that a bone fide effort was made to file the report in accordance
with the statutory requirements, including, but not limited to, unexplained delays in postal service.

The Maine Clean Election Act requires all revenues distributed to certified candidates from the fund to be
used for campaign-related purposes. Commission guidelines regarding permissible campaign-related
expenditures do not include the payment of a penalty as a permissible expenditure,

Sincerely,

. 1 '
Nathaniel Brown '
Candidate Registrar

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 242 STATE STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE
WEBSITE: WWW. MAINE.COV/ETHICS

PHONE: {(207) 287.4179 EAN: (207) 287.67i5
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COMMISSION ON GOV‘ERNMENTAL ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES
PENALTY MATRIX FOR LATE CANDIDATE REPORT FILINGS

BASIS FOR PENALTIES
. 71-A M.R.S.A. Section 1020-A(4)

The penalty for late filing of a required report ig a percentage of the total contributions or expenditures for
the filing period, whichever 1s greater, multiplied by the number of calendar days the report is filed late, as
~ follows: ‘
For the first violation, 1%
For the second violation, 3%
For the third and each subsequent violation, 5%
A penalty begins to accrue at 5:00 p.m. on the day the report is due.

Example: The treasurer files the candidate’s report
two (2) days late. The candidate has not had any ) : _
previous late viclations this biennfum. The candidate Your penalty is calculated as followa:
reports a total of $2,500 in contributions and $1,500 in ‘
expenditures for the filing peried. The penalty is '

caleulated a5 follows: 1 Contributions/Expenditures: $ 2018.10
$2.500 Greater amount of the total eontributions - ’ Percent prescribed: ‘ % .01
reccived ot expenditures made during the ‘
filing period : § 2018
¥ .01 Percent prescribed for first violation
§25.00 One percent of total contributions Wumbet of days late: ; X ,
X 2 Number of calendat days late ' Total penalty acorued: §__ 2018

$50.00 Total penalty.

Any penalty of less than $5 is waived.

Violations accurmilate on reports with filing deadlines in a 2-year period that begins on January 1st of each
even-numbered year. Waiver of a penalty does not nullify the finding of a vielation.

A required report that is-sent by certified or registered United Staies mail and postmarked at least 2
days before the deadline is not subject to penalty.

MAXIMUM PENALTIES
21-A M.R.S.A. Section 1020-A(5)

%5 (000 for reports required to be filed 42 days before an election (gubernatorial candidate only),

6 days before an election, 42 days after an glection, and for 48-hour reports;
$1,000 for serniannual reports.

FOR 6/7/06 EXPENDITURES

Revised 6/03

A3/ 86
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) _ STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AND ELECTION PRACTICES
135 3TATE HOUSE STATION

AUGUSTA, MAINE
043330135

A4/ 85

v January 5, 2007

Christopher Wainwright
94 Staples Hill Rd.
Canton, ME 04221

The Commission staff has made a preliminary determination, based upon application of
the statutory formula, that a penalty of $20.18 applies for the late filing of your 42-Day Post- '
General report. If you agree with this deterrination, please make your check or money order in
that amount payable to “Treasurer, State of Maine,” and send it, along with the bottom half of
this letter, to the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices, 135 State House
Station, Augusta, Maine 04333, within 30 days of the date noted above. Please sce the
instructions included in the attached letter if you would like the Cormission to make a formal
determination of any penalty to be assessed in this case.

Failure to pay the full amount of an agsessed penalty is a civil violation. The
Commission is required to report to the Aftomey General the name of any person who fails to
pay the full amount of any penalty. Please direct any questions you may have about this matter
to Nathaniel Brown at 287-7652. : '

Cut Along Dotted Linc

For Office Use Only:
Account: CGEEP
Fund: 014 Approp: 02
To Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
135 Staie House Station ‘ ‘ :
Augusta, Maine 04333
From: Christopher Wainwright
RE:  Penalty for late filing of 42-Day Post-General repott

Amount Enclosed: &

Check/M.O. No.: 4

Please Make Check or Money Order Payable to Treasurer, State of Maine

GFFICE LOCATED AT: 242 STATE STHEET, AUGUSTA, MAINE
WEEBSITE: WWW.MAINE.GOV/ETEICS

PHONE: (207) 287-4179 ‘ . ‘ FAX: (207) 2876773
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| comprererHrs secTion oRDELIVERY

A, Sif aturé \/W_% O Agert
X { ‘/_,)‘J {:UM/\U { \d 3 Addresaes

8. Hecaived by ( Printad Na@ G, Date of Dellvary

| SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

B Complate itoms 1, 2, and 3. Also complata
ltemn 4 if Restrictad Delivery is desired.

® Print your name and address oh the reverse
so that we can return the card 1o you.

B Aftach thig card o the back of the mailpiece,
or on the frant If snana naremite

~ Christopher Wainwright e et o o 77 L
94 Staples Hill Rd.
Canton, ME 04221 :

—

£ Certified Mail T Express Mail
1 Registared [ Return Recalpt for Marghandlee
O insured Mail & C.0D

4, Rastricted Defivary? (Extr= Fea) I Yes

2. Articls Number 2005 3110 0ogo 2602 7133

(Tranzfer frorm sarvica jabel)

PS Farm 3811, August 2001 Domestis Bnturn Receipt 102B05-02-M-1540
. - ‘_,.ﬂ!::‘-'ﬂm-
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Title 21-A, §1020-A, Failure to file on time

The State of Maite ¢lains a copyright in its codified statutes. I you intend to republish
this raterial, we do Tequire that yeu include the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statwory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The toxt included in this pblication reflects changes mage through
the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legisiatuve, and is current through December 31, 2006, but is subfect fo change withott nottce, It is a
version that has not been affictolly certifind by the Secretory of State, Refer to the Muine Revised Statutes A nioteied and supplements for certified text

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also rogquests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication yon may produce. Qur goal is not @ Testrict
publishing activity, but t keep track of whe is publishing what, to identify any needless duplicstion and to preserve the Statc's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office CANNOT perform research for
or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

§1020-A. Failure to file on time

1. Registration. A candidate that fails to register the name of a candidate, treasurer or political commmittee with the cormmission
within the time allowed by section 1013-A, subsection | may be assessed a forfeiture of $10. The commission shall determine whether a
tepistration satisfies the requirements for timely filing under section 1013-A, subsection 1.

[1985, . 483, 8515 (new).]

2. Campaign finance reports. A campaign finance report is not timely filed unless a properly gigned copy of the tepott,
substantially conforming to the disclosure requirements of this subchapter, is received by the commission before 5 p.m. on the date it
is due. Except as provided in subsection 7, the cammission shall determine whether a report satisfies the requirements for timely filing,
The commission may waive a penalty if the commussion determines that the penalty is disproportionate to the size of the candidate's
campaign, the level of experience of the candidate, treasurer or campaign staff or the harm suffered by the public from the late disclosure.
The commission may waive the penalty in whole or in part if the commission determines the failure to file a timely report was due to
mitigating ¢ircumstances. For purposes of this section, "mitigating circumstances” means: :

k A. A valid emergency determined by the comtmigsion, in the interest of the sound administration of justice, to warrant the waiver of
the penalty in whole orinpart; [199%, <. 728, 8B (amd).]

B. An emror by the comnmission staff, [1999, c. 729, #5 (amd).]
C. Failure to receive notice of the filing deadline; or {1999, c. 729, &5 {amd) .]

D. Other circumstances determined by the commission that warrant mitigation of the penalty, based upon relevant evidence presented
that a botia fide effort was made to file the repart in accordance with the statutory requirements, including, but not limited to,
unexplained delays in postal setvice. [1999, a. 728, 55 (new).]

[2003, =. 622, Pt. A, 83 (amd).]

3. Municipal campaign finance reports. Municipal campaigh financc reports must be filed, subject to all the provisions of this
subchapter, with the municipal clerk on forms preseribed by the Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. The
municipal ¢lerk shail send any notice of lateness required by subsection 6 and shall notify the cornmission of any late reports subject to a
penalty. ‘

[1995, ©. 625, PL. B, &5 (amd).]

4., Basis for penalties.
[2001, ©. 470, §7 (amd); T. 21-A, §51020-2, sub-354 (rp).]

4-A. Basis for penalties. The penalty for late filing of a report required under this subchapter, except for accelerated campaign
finance reports required pursuant to section 1017, subsection 3-B, 15 a pereentage of the tatal contritmtions or expenditures for the filing
period, whichever is greater, muftiplied by the number of calendar days late, as follows:

A, For the first violation. 1%; [200%, <. 714, Pt. PP, E1l (new); B2 (aff) .]

B. For the 2nd violation. 3%; and [2001, <. 714, Pt. PP, 81 {(new); 82 [aff).]

Text current through Desember 31, 2008, document cragted 2006-11-01, page 1.





