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To: Commissioners 

From: Jonathan Wayne, Executive Director 

Date: October 25, 2016 

Re: Request to Investigate Andre Cushing 

On October 20, 2016, the Commission received a request to investigate campaign 

financial activity by State Senator Andre Cushing.  The request was filed by Laura 

Cushing McIntyre, who is Sen. Cushing’s sister.  Within the last two weeks, Ms. 

McIntyre also filed a complaint in Maine Superior Court, Penobscot County, alleging that 

Sen. Cushing has misused the assets of a family company (the Cushing Family 

Corporation) which was formed in 1995 by their parents for the purpose of owning and 

managing timberlands and other investments. 

Through his attorney, Joshua A. Tardy, Sen. Cushing responded by electronic mail that 

he would welcome a thorough investigation by the Commission and would fully 

cooperate with any investigation.  The email is attached. 

In her October 20 request, Ms. McIntyre requests that the Commission investigate twelve 

“transfers” made between July 2014 and May 2015 (listed on the second page of her 

October 20 request) among: 

• Respect Maine PAC, a political action committee formed by Andre Cushing,

• his Cushing for Senate re-election campaign committee,

• New England Forest Products, LLC, which is a firm apparently owned by Senator

Cushing and the Cushing Family Corporation, and

• Andre Cushing.1

1 In a follow-up email, Ms. McIntyre corrected the year of a $6,000 payment from Cushing for Senate to 
New England Forest Products, LLC.  She says that the date of the payment was 10/2/2014, not 10/2/2016. 
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With respect to these twelve transfers, I have identified two compliance issues: 

• If these transactions occurred, why did Respect Maine PAC and the Cushing for 

Senate committee not disclose them in campaign finance reports?  (My 

colleagues’ preliminary review indicates that these amounts were not disclosed in 

the relevant campaign finance reports.) 

• Did Andre Cushing receive any over-the-limit contributions, such as the payment 

of $6,000 to the Cushing for Senate committee that Ms. McIntyre alleged was 

made by check dated November 18, 2014? 

The Commission staff recommends an investigation of these issues. 

 

In paragraph 52 of her legal complaint, Ms. McIntyre alleged that Sen. Cushing directed 

companies within his control to make contributions exceeding $20,000 to benefit Sen. 

Cushing’s political career.  I requested to Ms. McIntyre that she identify those 

transactions and she provided the following information: 
 

Date of 
Check  Amount  Paid to 

7/11/2003 $250.00  Cushing for Senate 
6/9/2008 $250.00  Cushing for Senate 

7/17/2008 $200.00  Leadership for Maine's Future 
7/22/2008 $250.00  House Republican Fund 
8/26/2008 $200.00  Leadership for Maine's Future 

12/31/2008 $3,000.00  Citizens for Quality Education 
5/7/2009 $200.00  Maine Republican Party 

11/20/2009 $400.00  Leadership for Maine's Future 
4/27/2010 $500.00  Maine Republican Party 

5/6/2010 $750.00  Abbott for Governor 
5/10/2010 $250.00  Still Fed up with Taxes 

6/9/2010 $200.00  Leadership for Maine's Future 
9/21/2010 $500.00  Maine Senate PAC 
9/28/2010 $750.00  LePage for Governor 
9/24/2012 $300.00  Cushing for Senate 

7/2/2013 $100.00  LePage for Governor 
7/11/2013 $250.00  Respect Maine 

11/13/2013 $125.00  Cushing for Senate 
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The Commission staff recommends investigating whether these transactions were 

correctly reported by the recipients.  Finally, we would recommend that the 

Commission’s investigation include any reporting discrepancies by Respect Maine PAC 

or Sen. Cushing’s election committees that are discovered during our consideration of 

this matter. 

 

In an October 23, 2016 email that I received this morning, Ms. McIntyre requested that 

you consider her request before the November 8, 2016 general election.  In light of the 

requirement to consider a request for investigation within two business days, I am 

scheduling this for your consideration at the meeting tomorrow.  Thank you. 
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From: Joshua Tardy
To: Wayne, Jonathan
Cc: Andre Cushing
Subject: Response to request for transaction detail
Date: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 12:26:21 PM

Dear Jonathan,

As we discussed, I am representing Senator Cushing and the Respect Maine PAC.  Please be advised
that Senator Cushing has no objection, and in fact, invites your staff’s thorough review of the
allegations made by Ms. McIntyre.  Senator Cushing looks forward to fully cooperating with you and
your staff.

Regards,

Josh

mailto:jtardy@itmlaw.com
mailto:Jonathan.Wayne@maine.gov
mailto:andre@andrecushing.com
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