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Re: Recommended Findings of Violation and Penalties/Lisa H. Willey 

Lisa H. Willey was a Maine Clean Election Act candidate for the Maine House of Representatives 

in the 2014 elections.  She was not elected to the Legislature. 

At your last meeting, you considered preliminary penalties totaling $16,537 for four campaign 

reports that were considered late, because they were substantially incomplete when they were 

originally filed in 2014.  You reduced the late-filing penalties to $500. 

After she amended her campaign finance reports in February 2015 to reflect her actual 

expenditures, the Commission staff directed the auditor to conduct a “special purpose” audit of her 

campaign. 

The audit report contains only one finding.  In her campaign finance reports (as originally filed), 

the candidate reported making two expenditures that apparently did not happen:  

42 Day Post-Primary Report (originally filed 7/22/2014) 
Vendor: WalMart 
Date: 5/30/2014 
Amount: $193.81 
Remark: Printing Supplies 

Eleven Day Pre-General Report (originally filed 10/25/2014) 
Vendor: Brill Lumber 
Date: 10/11/2014 
Amount: $400.00 
Remark: Sign Making Supplies  

The candidate did not delete these two transactions as part of the amendments she made in 

February 2015. 
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The audit examination of the campaign’s bank records disclosed no transactions in these amounts.  

The Commission’s auditor, Candidate Registrar Emma Burke and I met with the candidate after 

the Commission’s April 29, 2015 meeting to resolve outstanding audit issues.  The candidate 

appeared to be in doubt that these two payments were made. 

 

During the meeting, the candidate offered no explanation for why these erroneous entries were 

electronically entered into the Commission’s efiling system.  With regard to the incorrect 

“expenditure” of $400 to Brill Lumber on 10/11/2014, the candidate actually did make a payment 

of $336.00 to Brill Lumber on 10/14/2014 (which was part of the February 2, 2015 amendment).  

So, it is possible that, when originally filing the report on 10/25/2014, the candidate or her father 

entered the $400 expenditure as an estimate or placeholder, but it is impossible to know without 

some explanation from the candidate.  She did not respond to the draft version of the audit report. 

 

With regard to the incorrect entry of paying $193.81 to Walmart for printing supplies, there is no 

evidence of any payment to Walmart near this amount or date.  During the April 29, 2015 meeting 

with the candidate, Ms. Willey appeared aware that the campaign had not made a payment of this 

scale to Walmart for printing supplies.  So, the reason for the entry of this in the Commission’s 

efiling system remains a mystery. 

   

Recommendations by Commission Staff – We recommend finding that Ms. Willey violated 21-A 

M.R.S.A. §1125(12) by reporting two expenditures that apparently did not occur.  The 

Commission staff recommends no financial penalty for the misreporting, in light of the $500 late-

filing penalty assessed against the candidate for substantially incomplete reports.  We view the two 

false entries as the result of the same lack of dedication to filing complete and accurate reports that 

was demonstrated at your April 29 meeting. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this agenda item. 


























