Special Education Child Count
Part B, IDEA

2001-2004 Comparison by Exceptionality
	Year
	December 1 Count
	Difference

	2001
	36,580
	

	2002
	37,139
	559 Student Increase

	2003
	37,784
	645 Student Increase

	2004
	37,573
	211 Student Decrease


Exceptionality Increase/Decrease from 2001-2004
	Exceptionality
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	Difference from 

2001-2002
	Difference from

 2002-2003
	Difference from 2003-2004

	Mental Retardation
	1,021
	985
	949
	898
	36
	-36
	-51

	Hearing Impairment
	211
	217
	218
	217
	6
	1
	-1

	Deafness
	71
	78
	68
	71
	7
	-10
	3

	Speech & Language Impairment
	9,703
	9,744
	9,761
	9,797
	41
	17
	36

	Visual Impairment including Blindness
	88
	93
	92
	95
	5
	-1
	3

	Emotional Disability
	3,653
	3,495
	3,400
	3,336
	-158
	-95
	-64

	Orthopedic Impairment
	67
	73
	74
	81
	6
	1
	7

	Other Health Impairment
	3,300
	3,780
	4,281
	4,603
	480
	501
	322

	Specific Learning Disability
	13,060
	12,761
	12,688
	12,020
	-299
	-73
	-668

	Multiple Disabilities
	3,102
	3,210
	3,318
	4
	108
	108
	0

	Autism
	712
	846
	1,018
	3,317
	134
	172


	1

	Deaf Including Blindness
	3
	6
	4
	1,782
	3
	-2
	-42

	Traumatic Brain Injury
	119
	100
	89
	1,255
	19
	-11
	237

	Developmentally Delayed
	1,470
	1,751
	1,824
	97
	281
	73
	8


INCREASES from 2003-2004
Eight categories showed increases and one remained the same.  Other Health Impaired category continues significant growth.  We believe this is due to the increases in the number of students in this category classified as Attention Deficit Disorder or Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.  This is the largest increase in any disability category..

Autism showed second largest increase after other health impaired, an increase of 237 students.  Multiple Disabilities showed almost no increase this year compared to a 108 student increase in 2002-2003.

DECREASES from 2002-2003
Five categories showed decreases.  Specific Learning Disabilities decreased by 668 students, the third straight year with a decrease and a significant one.  The category of Mental Retardation showed a decline of 5 students, Emotional Disabilities decreased by 64 students.  This is also the third straight decline in this category.  Developmental Disabilities declined by 42 students while showing a 73 student increase last year.
Special Education enrollment in 2004-2005 declined by 211 students.  Regular education enrollment continues to decline.  Although both enrollments declined, this is the first year since 1991 that special education enrollment declined.  However, there was only a slight change in the percentage of special education enrollment to regular education enrollment.  The figure for 2004 is 18.1% down from 18.2% in 2003.
