DRAFT

ADEQUATE EDUCATION PROGRAM CRITERIA

RE: RULES FOR CHAPTER 61

IN MAKING A DETERMINATION UNDER MRSA 20-A 15905, 2 AS TO WHETHER A PROPOSED HIGH SCHOOL DESIGNED FOR LESS THAN 300 PUPILS WILL HAVE AN “ADEQUATE EDUCATION PROGRAM,” THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL CONSIDER CRITERIA LISTED BELOW. THE BOARD WILL OBTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WHEN AVAILABLE.  OTHER DATA SHALL BE PROVIDED BY THE APPLICANT SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT.  THE STATE BOARD MAY CONSIDER SUCH OTHER INFORMATION AS IT CONSIDERS RELEVANT TO A GIVEN APPLICATION.  SIMILARLY, THE APPLYING SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS MAY SUBMIT TO THE STATE BOARD ANY ADDITIONAL RELEVANT INFORMATION IT DEEMS APPROPRIATE.  

AFTER REVIEWING THESE MATERIALS, THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WILL DETERMINE WHETHER THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT HAS THE WILL AND THE CAPACITY TO PROVIDE AN ADEQUATE EDUCATION PROGRAM.  THE STATE BOARD WILL HAVE 30 DAYS FROM THE RECEIPT OF THE COMPLETED APPLICATION TO ISSUE ITS DECISION AND THE RATIONALE FOR THAT DECISION.  
I.  QUANTITATIVE DATA

A.  Faculty quality: Number or percent of faculty meeting the “Highly Qualified” federal standard in the content area in which they teach and the number or percent of faculty holding provisional or professional certification shall be no more than one standard deviation below the State average in each category.


B.  Graduation Rate: Graduation rates for each of the most recent five years prior to the submission of the application and the average of those years shall be no more than one standard deviation below the State average for secondary schools of four hundred or fewer for the same five years.


C.  MEA:  For the preceding five years, the percentage of students who fall within the “Does not Meet the Standard” category shall be no more than one standard deviation greater than the State average for this category for schools of 400 or less.


D.  Fiscal Sustainability: The applicant school administrative unit must demonstrate fiscal capacity to maintain both its facilities and an adequate education program based on data in the following areas:



1.  Enrollment data: History for the last ten years (DOE data) and a projection for the next ten years (State Planning Office Data).



2.  Budget history: Proposed budgets for the previous five years and information as to how well these budgets were accepted by the community or municipal governing body.  Projected budgets for the next five years based on EPS, mill rate, number of students, etc.



3.  Income data and trends:  Household income data for the most recent five year period for which they are available for all the communities to be served.



4.  Valuation: Current and previous five year valuation for the community and any expected changes in the near future (e.g. New industrial complex planned, etc.).



5.  Operational costs: Projected operational costs for the new building for each of the next five years using the DOE model.



6.  Financial obligations:  Report any projected increase/decrease in major financial obligations and the capacity of the community to absorb them as anticipated for the next five years.

QUALITATIVE DATA

A.  Comprehensive Education Plan:  The applicant district must demonstrate that it has a Comprehensive Education Plan that meets the criteria and standards established by the DOE as set forth in joint rule of the State Board of Education and the Department of Education Chapter 125 and also relevant sections of Chapter 127.


B.  Critical Areas:  The State Board is particularly interested in the PROGRAMS and RESULTS in the following aspects of the Comprehensive Education Plan:



1.  Access for all students to a curriculum that is fully aligned with the Maine Learning Results (Opportunity to Learn).



2.  A comprehensive program with adequate resources and an outreach component that assists all students in planning for post-secondary education.



3.  A local assessment program that is fully aligned with the Maine Learning Results.



4.  A comprehensive student support program designed to assist all students in meeting the Maine Learning Results.



5.  A technology program that is fully integrated into the curriculum and provides all students with access to computing and other relevant technologies as they emerge over time.

