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EXHIBIT: # VII.A. 
 
 
TO:  Members of the State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Stephen L. Bowen, Commissioner* 
 
DATE:  June 15, 2011  
 
SUBJECT: Consideration of a Formal Request for Exemption, Pursuant to Chapters 409 and 

149 l. D., from Requirements to Seek Additional Degree-Granting Authorizations 
from the Maine State Board of Education as Filed by the University of New 
England 

 
BACKGROUND:    20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that a postsecondary educational 
institution desiring to confer additional degrees must obtain authorization from the Maine State 
Board of Education.  Chapter 149 l., D. states that requests for exemptions will be considered on 
a case by case basis.   
 
Through the vehicle of a letter, dated March 16, 2011, addressed to Harry W. Osgood, the 
Department’s Higher Education Specialist, from Burnstein Shur, General Counsel for the 
University of New England (UNE), a formal request was filed seeking exemption from certain 
provisions “requiring Maine institutions of higher education to obtain authorization to grant 
additional degrees. . . .”   
 
Conditions governing exemptions from certain degree-granting requirements are found in Title 20-
A, Education, Part 5: Post-Secondary Education, Chapter 409: Degree-Granting Institution, 
Section 10708 Exemptions.  Specifically, Section 10708, sub-section 1 reads as follows: (This 
chapter does not apply to educational institutions which):  “Had been authorized by the Legislature 
or the state board to grant undergraduate or graduate degrees prior to September 18, 1981; and are 
offering additional or different degrees at the same level.”  
 
The UNE request for exemption from such requirements has received a thorough evaluation, as 
was reflected in the schematic distributed to Board members during the May 11th meeting. It can be 
fairly affirmed that, prior to the September 18, 1981 date, the University of New England had been 
authorized by either the Legislature or the state board to confer the following degrees: Laureate 
(LLL and LEL), Associate of Arts (AA), Associate of Science (AS), Associate of Applied Science 
(AAS), Bachelor of Arts (BA), Bachelor of Science (BS) and the Doctor of Osteopathy (DO).   
Since the September 18, 1981 date the University of New England has been authorized by the 
Legislature or the state board to confer the following degrees: Associate of Arts (AA), Associate of 
Science (AS), Associate of Applied Science (AAS), Master of Science (MS), Master of Social 
Work (MSW), Master of Public Health (MPH), Master of Medical Education Leadership 
(MMEL), the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT), and the Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D).  In 



addition, the Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies (CAGS0) in Educational leadership and the 
Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies (CAGS) in Public Health were approved by the state 
board. 
 
Following the May 11th meeting the UNE exemption request was further vetted on May 23rd by the 
Board’s Committee on Certification and Higher Education.  By the close of this meeting it was 
decided through a unanimous vote by Board members Perkins, Martin and Lapoint that the UNE 
exemption request would be recommended for approval by the full Board during its June 15, 2011 
meeting.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Maine State Board of Education approve the University of New 
England’s request for exemption from requirements to obtain further authorizations to grant 
additional degrees at the Associate, Baccalaureate, Masters or Doctoral levels.     
 
 
*Prepared by Harry Osgood 
  Higher Education Specialist 
 
 
 
 


