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EXHIBIT: #III. A. 
 
TO:  Members of the State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Susan A. Gendron, Commissioner* 
 
DATE: October 15, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Composition of the Review Team to Assess the Application for Renewal of State 

Program Approval from Southern New Hampshire University to Offer Academic 
Credit Programs in Maine 

 
Background:   20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that the State Board of Education may 
approve an application from a postsecondary educational institution located outside the State of 
Maine to offer within the State courses or programs for academic credit.  Officials from Southern 
New Hampshire University, located in Manchester, New Hampshire, have made application for 
renewal of authorization to offer courses or programs leading to completion of requirements for 
the degrees of: Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, 
Master of Business Administration, Master of Business Education, and Master of Science in 
Organizational Leadership.  Associate degree programs are in the areas of: accounting, business 
administration, information technologies, and the liberal arts.  Baccalaureate degree programs are 
in the areas of: accounting, business administration, technical management, English language 
and literature, humanities, psychology, and social science.  The period for approval would be 
from fall 2008 to fall 2012. 
 
Southern New Hampshire University is authorized to confer the above degrees by the State of 
New Hampshire and is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges 
(NEASC).  Southern New Hampshire University (formerly New Hampshire College) began 
offering classes at the Brunswick Naval Air Station (BNAS) in 1968 and has been in continuous 
operation ever since.  In order to meet the needs of additional Navy personnel courses were also 
offered for several years at Naval Security Group Activity in Winter Harbor.  In the past 35 years 
over 8,500 students have attended classes at what is now called the Brunswick Center.  As long 
as the institution conducted its operations on federal property it was exempt from Maine degree-
granting authorization procedures.  Heightened BNAS security measures resulted in the Center 
being relocated off-base in 2003.  With this move the University sought, and was granted, 
authorization by the Maine State Board of Education to continue to operate in the State of Maine.   
 
The Southern New Hampshire University application will be reviewed in accordance with the 
rules established by the Board and evaluated through the use of standards adopted by the Board.   
Potential review team members have been selected for the State Board’s consideration. 
 



Recommendation:   That the State Board of Education accept the list of proposed team 
members to review the Southern New Hampshire University application for renewal of 
authorization to offer academic programs in the State of Maine. 
 
 
Review Team Membership 
 
Dr. Charles M. Lyons, Chair   John W. Zerillo   

President      Vice President, Special Projects 
York County Community College   Chair, Business Administration 
Wells, Maine      Saint Joseph’s College 
       Standish, Maine 
 
Dr. James Ortiz 
President  
Southern Maine Community College 
South Portland, Maine 
 
 
 
Harry W. Osgood** 
Higher Education Specialist 
Maine Department of Education 
 
 
 
 
*Prepared by Harry W. Osgood, Higher Education Specialist 
**Non-voting participant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
John W. Zerillo 
Vice President, Special Projects 
Associate Professor of Business Administration, Chair 
207-893-7916 
jzerillo@sjcme.edu 
Short bio 

M.A., University of Maine 
B.A., Rutgers University 

Dennis Kamholtz, Ed.D.  

Professor and Chairperson - Health Education  
Ed.D., S.U.N.Y., Buffalo 
M.S., S.U.N.Y., Brockport 
B.S., S.U.N.Y., Brockport 
 
Community Health & Recreation 
Title: Professor Health 

Education  
Chairperson  

Phone: 207/778-7098 
Fax: 207-778-7045 
Email: kamholtz@maine.edu 

 
 
Areas of 
Expertise: 

Disease Prevention and Health Promotion; Stress Management; 
Community Health Education; Personal Wellness 
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