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EXHIBIT: #IV. H. 
 
 
TO:  Members of the State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Susan A. Gendron, Commissioner* 
 
DATE:  November 12, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: NCATE Proposal to Defer National Accreditation Visits in Maine for One 

Year, Beginning With Visits in January 2009 
 
BACKGROUND:  In 1992 the State Board of Education unanimously approved entering 
into a partnership relationship with the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher 
Education (NCATE) for the joint conduct of national accreditation and State program 
approval. NCATE accreditation is voluntary, while state program approval is required.  
The partnership is designed to satisfy the desire of institutions that wish to seek national 
accreditation concurrent with State program approval, as the two processes are nearly 
identical. The exception being that NCATE accredits the unit, or infrastructure that 
supports the delivery of the program, and the State approves the program for 
certification purposes.  Joint visits, conducted under the partnership, benefit institutions 
in many ways, including the reduction of two team visits to a campus, to one joint visit; 
reduction of redundancy in other ways including: the preparation of materials, the 
scheduling of institutional interviews, and the payment of team visit related costs.  
Currently Maine’s State joint program approval and national accreditation visits are 
scheduled on a seven-year cycle, as outlined in Chapter 114, and in the current 
Maine/NCATE partnership protocol. 
 
In a communication dated November 3, 2008, NCATE President, Dr. James Cibulka, 
put forth a proposal and has asked for each state’s permission for its implementation.  
In consideration of the current financial exigencies facing NCATE-accredited 
institutions, the NCATE Executive Board took action at its fall 2008 meeting to help 
alleviate the short-term financial impact of accreditation on NCATE-accredited schools, 
colleges, and departments of education.  Specifically, NCATE is seeking permission to 
offer all accredited institutions, except those with focused or probation visits or those 
with documentation due to remove a condition/provision, the option of deferring their 
visits for one year, beginning with visits in January 2009.  The only NCATE accredited 
institutions in Maine that could be affected by visit deferral are the University of Maine at 
Farmington (due fall of 2009) and the University of Maine (due fall of 2012).  
 
If the State Board of Education agrees to permit these Maine institutions the option to 
defer their visits by one year, NCATE will work with Maine to re-schedule these reviews. 



Because a Maine approved and NCATE accredited educator preparation program 
cannot defer its visit without the State’s approval, the State Board of Education needs to 
consider and take action concerning this matter. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Maine State Board of Education endorse the NCATE 
Executive Board’s proposal to offer Maine’s State approved and NCATE accredited 
educator preparation programs the option of deferring their visits for one year, beginning 
with visits in January 2009.   It is understood that such action will affect only the 
University of Maine at Farmington (due fall of 2009) and the University of Maine (due fall 
of 2012).  
 
*Prepared by Harry Osgood, Higher Education Specialist 
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