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The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on December 12, 2001, at the Portland Arts and Technology High School, Portland with the following members present:  Chair Jean Gulliver,  Jim Rier, Philip Dionne, Wes Bonney, Ken Allen, Jack Norris, and Katie Wyman.  Excused:  Joyce McPhetres

Also present were:  J. Duke Albanese, Commissioner; Judy Malcolm, Team Leader, Support Systems Subteam; Scott Brown, AIA, School Construction; Jim Watkins, Team Leader, Management Information Systems; and Rhonda Casey, Clerk.

CALLED TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Wes Bonney, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Joyce McPhetres) to approve the October 10, 2001 and November 14, 2001 minutes as written.  

MAKING THE GRADE AWARD:
The Making the Grade Award was presented to Wells-Ogunquit Community School District for its Wells-Ogunquit C.S.D.’s Literary Achievement Award Program, which encourages students to submit a sample of their best writing and practice their literary skills.  Superintendent William Richards and Maryann Foley, Program Coordinator were present to accept the award.  

REGULAR BUSINESS: 

Design and Funding Approval for the Gorham Middle School Construction Project.
Statement of Fact:  The Gorham school construction project received concept approval at the February 14, 2001, Maine State Board of Education meeting.  The project was approved in local referendum on May 15, 2001.   This Design and Funding Approval is being requested pursuant to 20-A MRSA.

The Gorham School Department has requested design and funding approval for the Gorham Middle School construction project qualifying under state statute and State Board of Education Rules for School Construction, and it is therefore recommended that the State Board approve the following:

1. That Gorham School Department's proposed project is eligible for school construction aid under Title 20-A M.R.S.A., Chapter 609;

2. That the proposed project and the authorized method of financing are in the best interest of the State of Maine and the school unit;

3. That the total estimated capital outlay expenditures are reasonable; and

4. That Gorham School Department's proposed project is in compliance with Title 20-A M.R.S.A., Chapter 301, as it relates to the provisions of special education facilities.

Concept Approval Date and Amount:  February 14, 2001; $21,930,000
Design & Funding Approval Date and Amount:  December 12, 2001; $21,930,000
Amount Included in Subsidized Debt Service:  $ 15,880,371
Local Only Project Funds:  $ 6,049,629

Increase  (Decrease) From Concept Amount:  $ 0

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the Maine State Board of Education grant Design and Funding Approval to the Gorham School Department for the Gorham Middle School Major Capital Improvement construction project.

This approval constitutes design and funding approval.  Final funding approval may be subject to adjustment under section 15 of the State Board of Education, Rules for School Construction Projects, which states:

“When it is determined by the Commissioner, following the opening of school construction bids, that there are surplus funds contained in a project budget, the State Board directs the Department of Education (DOE), with the advice of the Bureau of General Services, to initiate a process to lower the approved budget to the appropriate funding level, thus, providing additional funds for other projects awaiting concept approval.”
MOVED by Jim Rier, seconded by Wes Bonney, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Joyce McPhetres) to grant Design and Funding Approval to the Gorham School Department for the Gorham Middle School Major Capital Improvement construction project.
NEW BUSINESS:  

COMMISSIONER'S RECOMMENDED FUNDING LEVEL FOR FY 2003

Pursuant to the provisions of 20-A M.R.S.A., Section 15605, the Commissioner, with the approval of the State Board of Education, shall certify to the Governor and the Bureau of the Budget, prior to December 15, recommended funding levels for the subsidy programs listed on the attached document.  The funding levels recommended herein were developed in accordance with the current statute.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve the following motion:

MOTION:
To approve the certified funding level for FY 2003 for the total allocation at $1,435,536,347 with a local share amount of $751,677,056, and a state share amount of $683,859,291 to be distributed as foundation (operating and program) and debt service aid; and an additional state allocation of $46,182,685 to be distributed as adjustments and miscellaneous costs.  This total allocation does not include any additional amount that local units appropriate at their option.

MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Katie Wyman, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Joyce McPhetres) to approve the certified funding level for FY 2003 for the total allocation at $1,435,536,347 with a local share amount of $751,677,056, and a state share amount of $683,859,291 to be distributed as foundation (operating and program) and debt service aid; and an additional state allocation of $46,182,685 to be distributed as adjustments and miscellaneous costs.  This total allocation does not include any additional amount that local units appropriate at their option.
It is further moved by Wes Bonney, seconded by Ken Allen, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Joyce McPhetres) that in the event that additional state revenues of $11,683,385 are projected based on a recovering state economy, the State Board of Education encourages the Administration and Legislature to act on the above motion in order to move per-pupil funding to a higher degree of adequacy and equity for all students.

Approval of the Program Review Team for Saint Joseph's College

Background:  Saint Joseph's College has requested a campus visitation for the review of the following teacher preparation programs:




Elementary Level (K-8)

· English/Language Art

· Life Sciences

· Mathematics

· Social Studies

Physical Education (K-12)

A site visit has been scheduled for February 10, 2002 to February 13, 2002.  In accordance with Chapter 114-A §2.6, visitation team members have been selected for the State Board’s consideration.

Recommendation:
That the State Board of Education approve the list of Saint Joseph's College visitation team members and that Dr. Michael Wilhelm, SAD #75 Superintendent of Schools, be designated team chairperson. 

Saint Joseph's College has requested the review and approval of the following teacher preparation programs that it offers:




Elementary Level (K-8)

· English/Language Arts

· Life Sciences

· Mathematics

· Social Studies

Physical Education (K-12)

The Department will conduct a review of these programs February 10 - 13, 2002.  The following, for your approval, is the proposed list of educators to serve on the visitation team:

Dr. Michael Wilhelm - Team Chair


Dr. Cyrene Wells

Superintendent of Schools



Assistant Professor of Education

S. A. D.  #75





Teacher Education Program

Topsham, Maine




University of Maine at Machias

 




Machias, Maine

Dr. Kathy Yardley




Dr. Kevin Kumashiro

Acting Dean





Assistant Professor

College of Education, Health,



Education Department

   And Rehabilitation




Bates College

University of Maine at Farmington


Lewiston, Maine

Farmington, Maine

===============================================================

Weston L. Bonney (Observer)*


Judith Malcolm*

Maine State Board of Education


Policy Director




Maine Department of Education

*  Non-Voting Participants

MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Ken Allen, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Joyce McPhetres) to approve the list of Saint Joseph's College visitation team members and that Dr. Michael Wilhelm, SAD #75 Superintendent of Schools, be designated team chairperson. 

Consideration of the Request from Boston College of Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts to Continue to Offer Its Currently Approved Academic Credit Program in Maine

Background:  20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that the State Board of Education may approve an application from a postsecondary educational institution located outside the State of Maine to offer within the state courses or programs for academic credit.  Officials from Boston College of Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts have requested authorization to continue to offer its program leading to completion of the requirements for the degree of Master of Social Work.  The State Board of Education has approved Boston College's request to offer a program leading to completion of the requirements for the degree of Master of Social Work on four separate occasions since 1983. Boston College had previously received Board approval to offer this program in Maine and was granted approval from the Fall 1997 through Fall 2001.  As there will be a physical presence in Maine, this request requires approval by the State Board of Education.

The Boston College request has been reviewed in accordance with the rules established by the Board and evaluated through the use of standards adopted by the Board.   Members of the Boston College Review Team met in Augusta on October 12, 2001 to assess this request along with its supporting materials. 

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education accept the report of the Boston College Review Team which calls for approval to continue to offer the degree of Master of Social Work in Maine.  The period for approval would be through Spring 2006.

MOVED by Jack Norris, seconded by Phil Dionne, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Joyce McPhetres) to accept the report of the Boston College Review Team which calls for approval to continue to offer the degree of Master of Social Work in Maine.  The period for approval would be through Spring 2006.

SCHOOL GOVERNANCE STUDY INTERIM TASK FORCE REPORT

MOVED by Ken Allen, seconded by Wes Bonney, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Joyce McPhetres) to receive the School Governance Study Interim Report and subsequently distribute the report to the Education Committee for review.  

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT
Commissioner Albanese reported on the following:

· A news release was distributed announcing the elements for the Gates Grant.  The grant focuses on teacher professional development.  

· That Jaci Holmes is acting as the Department of Education’s federal liaison.  

· That a press release has been distributed announcing a $1 million grant to support teacher training and development for Learning Technology.  The grant from Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation provides support for a Teacher Leadership Project, Professional Development and Regional Demonstration Schools.  

· Legislation for IDEA will be brought before the delegation next year.  Assessment is still an issue to be resolved. Maine is ahead of other states, but will still have to submit data to Washington annually.

· There has been some public reaction to rule changes to Chapter 127.  Concerns have been expresses as to the way in which the process is carried out.  

CHAIR’S REPORT:
· There are two public hearings scheduled to take place next week.  Both hearings require three Board members in attendance.  Ellie Multer and Ken Allen agreed to attend the December 17 hearing on Chapter 114 with Jean Gulliver, and Wes Bonney, Ellie Multer, and Ken Allen agreed to attend the hearing on December 19 for Chapter 125.

· In order to ensure that the full Board can attend a scheduled board meeting during inclement weather or if issues arise making travel difficult, Rhonda has been asked to research the feasibility of using compressed video and/or the ATM for the State Board’s monthly meetings.  But before any action can take place, the Department’s attorney will need to be consulted to ensure that the Board’s intention can be carried out legally.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Grace Valenzuela of the Portland Public School System made a presentation to the Board involving multicultural affairs in the Portland Public Schools and how the schools have dealt with ethnic diversity.  Portland has had a long time to perfect its ideas and put these ideas into a working model beneficial to Portland’s diverse, multi-cultural population.  Portland’s success can be measured by the way in which their city deals with the different influx of ethnic groups who come to Maine and are seeking a better way of life.  Other cities or larger towns in Maine have not had the luxury of a long history to assist them with the conflicts and benefits that occur when an ethnic group moves into the area.  

ADJOURNMENT:

State Board of Education unanimously agreed to adjourn the Wednesday, December 12, 2001, meeting at 4:15 p.m.
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