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The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on January 9, 2002, at the Burton M. Cross Office Building, Augusta with the following members present:  Chair Jean Gulliver, Vice Chair Joyce McPhetres, Jim Rier, Philip Dionne, Wes Bonney, Ken Allen, Jack Norris, and Ellie Multer.  Excused:  Katie Wyman 

Also present were:  J. Duke Alanese, Commissioner; Judy Lucarelli, Deputy Commissioner; Judy Malcolm, Team Leader, Support Systems Subteam; Scott Brown, AIA, School Construction; and Rhonda Casey, Clerk.

CALLED TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Approval of the Visitation Team for the University of Southern Maine

MOVED by Wes Bonney, seconded by Ken Allen, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Katie Wyman) to approve the consent agenda.

REGULAR BUSINESS: 

Site Approval for the Biddeford Middle School Construction Project

Statement of Fact:  Biddeford School Department Superintendent Kent D. Webster has requested that the State Board of Education approve the purchase of a parcel of land totaling 18.22 acres adjacent to the existing Biddeford Middle School site.  A completed the site application is on file with the Department of Education.

Independent appraisals have determined the average fair market value for the parcel is $122,333.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve the purchase of the above-described property proposed by the Biddeford School Department with the purchase costs of the property to be considered part of the total project costs when the new Biddeford Middle School is approved.  The purchase price for the parcel is $154,000.  The additional $31,667, above the fair market value, will be local only funds.

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Jack Norris, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Katie Wyman) to approve the purchase of the above described property proposed by the Biddeford School Department with the purchase costs of the property to be considered part of the total project costs when the new Biddeford Middle School is approved.  The purchase price for the parcel is $154,000.  The additional $31,667, above the fair market value, will be local only funds.

Wes Bonney expressed concern that two appraisals could be so different.  Suggested that there should be a means of receiving a third appraisal in such instances.  

MAKING THE GRADE AWARD:

The Making the Grade Award was presented to the Young School, located in Saco for its Young School Reading is Fundamental Program.  Present to accept the award were:  Principal Peter Harrison; Elaine Tomaszewski, Superintendent of Union 7; Jeff Dunn, Director of Human Resources; Terri Pease, Librarian; and Kathy Nelson, Young School Teacher of the Year.  

Principal Harrison described the program as being a shared program, meaning that General Dynamics provides funding for the program and support through their personnel who are involved in distributing the books to the children.  Over the course of the year the program purchases enough books for each child to choose three or four books to take home and become part of the child’s home library.  

NEW BUSINESS:

CHAPTER 115, CERTIFICATION OF EDUCATIONAL PERSONNEL:  STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES, PART I, SECTION 14 ENTITLED “AUXILIARY PERSONNEL”

Background:  Title 20-A M.R.S.A. §13023(2) required rule changes that allowed acceptance of credits for completion of a Department of Labor educational technician apprenticeship program.  Currently, an educational technician must receive an Associates’ Degree from KVTC in order to receive credit for having completed the program.  The rule changes would allow for acceptance of the credits for having completed the program, whether or not the person received an Associate’s Degree.  A stakeholders meeting was held on December 6, 2001, to draft the rule revisions.
Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education move and accept the proposed amendments to Chapter 115, Part I, Section 14 Auxiliary Personnel.  A 30-day comment period will then be held regarding the amendment to Chapter 115, Part I, Section 14.

MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Wes Bonney, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Katie Wyman) to accept the proposed amendments to Chapter 115, Part I, Section 14 Auxiliary Personnel.  A 30-day comment period will then be held regarding the amendment to Chapter 115, Part I, Section 14.
Consideration of the Thomas College Request to add the Degree of Bachelor of Arts

Background:  20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that a postsecondary educational institution desiring to confer additional degrees must obtain authorization from the Maine State Board of Education.  

Officials of Thomas College, located in Waterville, Maine, submitted an application seeking authority to confer an additional degree, the Bachelor of Arts.  Currently, Thomas College has authorization to offer the Associate of Arts, the Associate of Science, the Bachelor of Science, and the Master of Business Administration degrees.  

The Thomas College Review Team visited the College was on September 14, 2001.  Following the on-site visitation, a report was prepared which includes findings and recommendations as well as a recommendation for additional degree-granting authority.  The report was received by State Board members on November 14, 2001, for consideration and action during a subsequent meeting.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education accept the Review Team report that calls for approval of the Thomas College request to offer the additional degree of Bachelor of Arts.  The Team also recommends that the Board direct the College to re-visit areas where provisional judgments were made concerning Standard C - Financial Resources, Standard E - Academic Programs, Standard F - Library and Learning Resources, and Standard H - Faculty and to submit a written report to the Board addressing these areas by November 30, 2003. 

MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Wes Bonney and voted seven in favor with one member opposed (Ken Allen) and one member absent (Katie Wyman) to accept the Review Team report that calls for approval of the Thomas College request to offer the additional degree of Bachelor of Arts.  The Team also recommends that the Board direct the College to re-visit areas where provisional judgments were made concerning Standard C - Financial Resources, Standard E - Academic Programs, Standard F - Library and Learning Resources, and Standard H - Faculty and to submit a written report to the Board addressing these areas by February 1, 2004. 

It is further noted that Thomas College has sought review from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) and that a preliminary report will be generated in December of 2003, and that the Board approves the above request for two years with the understanding the Board will review the results of NEASC report and if the results do not satisfactorily meet Maine’s Approval Standards (Chapter 114) than the State Board has the option of reconsidering Thomas College’s approval to offer a degree of Bachelor of Arts.  

Expand the Major Capital Improvement Program Special Priorities List for the Evaluation Cycle 1999-2000 to include two additional projects; Project #23, Auburn Lake Street School and #24, SAD #46 Dexter Middle School.

Statement of Facts:  The current Special Priority List was created in August 2000.  State Board of Education’s Rules of School Construction, Regulation 61 Section 7 states “should a change in the allowable resources allow additional projects to be funded during the same rating cycle, the State Board may designate more projects from the priority list in priority order”.

Due to increases in the statutory debt limit, low interest rates, and revised projections of the previously approved Special Priority List of 22 projects, these circumstances allow the Department of Education to recommend adding projects 23 and 24 to the Special Priority List.

Projects placed on the Special Priority List will receive school construction subsidy under 20-A M.R.S.A. § 15901(1) subject to design & funding approval by the Board and subject to available funding.

Projects placed on the Special Priority List, in addition to being approved for the state subsidy under 20-A M.R.S.A. § 15905(1), may be approved for interim-only local financing by the Board under 20-A M.R.S.A. § 15905(7).

In the event that projects placed on the Special Priority List are not given Design & Funding Approval by the end of calendar year 2002 because of the unavailability of state funding or for any other reason, the projects will be placed on the Special Priority List in calendar year 2003.  In the event a project placed on the Special Priorities List fails to receive voter approval at local referenda, the project shall be removed from the Special Priority List.

Based on the best estimates of project costs available to the Board at this time, the next two projects can be designated by the Board for Concept Approval between now and the end of calendar year 2002.  These projects include:

Concept Approval 2002 at Debt Service Limit $84 million

23. Auburn Lake Street School

24. SAD #46 Dexter Middle School

Recommendations:  

1. It is recommended that the State Board designate the following projects for placement on the Special Priority List for Concept Approval under 20-A M.R.S.A. § 15905(1) and Maine Department of Education Reg. 61, § 7.

23. Auburn Lake Street School

24. SAD #46 Dexter Middle School

2. It is recommended that any project placed on the Special Priorities List that cannot be given Design & Funding Approval for any reason, other than for a failure to receive approval in a local referenda, remain on the Special Priorities List for funding during the next funding cycle.

MOVED by Jim Rier, seconded by Ken Allen, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Katie Wyman) to designate the following projects for placement on the Special Priority List for Concept Approval under 20-A M.R.S.A. § 15905(1) and Maine Department of Education Reg. 61, § 7.

23. Auburn Lake Street School

23. SAD #46 Dexter Middle School

And that that any project placed on the Special Priorities List that cannot be given Design & Funding Approval for any reason, other than for a failure to receive approval in a local referenda, remain on the Special Priorities List for funding during the next funding cycle.

RESOLUTION:

RESOLUTION FOR THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

ENDORSEMENT OF ESSENTIAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

LEGISLATION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE 120TH
LEGISLATURE, SECOND REGULAR SESSION

Whereas, school funding based on essential programs and services offers the opportunity to move to a more equitable approach to funding based on adequacy, providing the resources defined as necessary for all students to have the opportunity to achieve the high standards of Maine’s Learning Results; and

Whereas, the State Board of Education, as charged by the 118th, 119th, and 120th Legislatures, has devoted considerable efforts to analyzing and refining components of the essential programs and services funding model, including directing extensive follow-up research by the Maine Education Research Institute; and

Whereas, it is critical that the new approach to equity based on essential programs and services be finalized, adopted and implemented at the earliest practicable date,

Therefore, we, the State Board of Education, do strongly endorse the submission of and do urge the Legislature to enact the draft legislation defining essential programs and services submitted before us this day for our consideration, recognizing that such legislation is vital to provide the means for the full development and final consideration of the funding model in the 121th Legislature.  

MOVED by Wes Bonney, seconded by JimRier, and voted eight in favor with one member absent (Katie Wyman) to adopt the above resolution.  

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:

Commissioner Albanese reported on the following:

· Met with the Appropriations Committee to review the budget for the Department of Education.  

· Attended a cabinet meeting in which discussion occurred involving General Purpose Aid (GPA). It is felt that GPA should be a priority in the state budget.  General Purpose Aid has not been reduced in any way, but there will be big and noticeable difference seen when the printouts distributed, particularly in districts where valuations have increased and pupil counts have decreased.  

· Another major concern is geographic isolation and valuations.  

REPORTS:  

Chair’s Report: None Given

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:

Ellie Multer:  

· Is concerned with the extent to which that the public is beginning to get a multiplication of commercialization of schools.  More and more programs are trying to get into the schools in order to advance their products or services.  Example:  if a citizen buys under a certain program and registers their purchase for a designated school than that school gains either cash or points to be used by the school.  This seems to be occurring more often than not.  

Phil Dionne:

· Work between the Department of Education and the Department of Labor has paid off as credits for students who are in the apprenticeship program are now accepted.  

· Maine is now the lead state in developing an airport security apprenticeship program.  The apprenticeship program is also working through MBNA to get University of Maine - Orono to give credit for courses for this program.

· Several states are requiring that contractors who bid on state construction to participate in a registered apprenticeship program.

· Attended a four-day meeting over a month ago at Sunday River Resort for the School to Work Institute where approximately 30 people attended.

Ken Allen:

· Attended two public hearings in December involving rule changes.

· Received a Islam booklet as a State Board Member

Wes Bonney:
· Along with David Silvernail met with members of the Maine Children’s Alliance who have expressed their intention to support the concept of essential programs and services and to assist with passing the legislation.  There are some unresolved issues in terms of the language in the bill at its relation to specific trade organizations.  But overall strong support was expressed.  

Joyce McPhetres:

· The School Governance Task Force interim report has been distributed to the Education Committee, members of the Task Force, and the State Board.  The task force will meet with the entire Education Committee to decide what the Task Force’s next steps will be.

· After Tuesday’s discussion involving special education, she believes that the next step is to contact Denny Gallaudet who had chaired the Special Education Task Force and invite him into the process as the Board moves forward looking at different ways to gain more insight on special education.  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
Deputy Commissioner Judy Lucarelli updated the Board with an overview of the public comments that were received for Chapter 125, Basic Approval Standards:  Public Schools and School Units.  Wes, Joyce, and Ellie agreed to assist Judy with a review of Chapter 127.  

ADJOURNMENT:

State Board of Education unanimously agreed to adjourn the Wednesday, January 9, 2002, meeting at 3:30 p.m.
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