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Reading

@ The suffix -en in the words silken and

woolen means Billy and Chris decided to pass the time

playing cards because it was raining outside.

A. small.

B. without. @ What does the word pass mean as it is
C. close to. used in the box?

D. made of. A. hand over

B. guide along
C. change from
D. use up
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Fifteen-year-old Hailey Thompson is a whitewater paddler. Hailey's decked canoe looks a lot like
a kayak, but she kneels in it and uses a single-bladed paddle. Read this interview with Hailey. Then

answer the questions that follow.

The Whitewater Queen

To ride river rapids, Hailey paddles in a decked canoe.

Blake: When did you first start paddling?

Hailey: My mom paddled when I was
little, and I was always envious. I was 5 or
6 years old when I started doing flatwater trips
on lakes, and 7 or 8 when I went to my first
whitewater paddling camp. I just got hooked.
My serious racing career started when [ was
13; I was invited to my first official race,
Junior Olympics. I’ve competed in wild water,
boater cross, playboating, and slalom.

Blake: OK, hang on a second. Can
you explain what those different types of
competitions are?

Hailey: During a wild water race, you start
at the top of a course on a whitewater river
with other competitors and race to the end.

Boater cross is like wild water, except with
full contact. Playboating, or freestyle, is when
you paddle into a wave or hole on the river
and throw tricks. You can do cool things, such
as flipping your boat in the air!

Blake: What kind of paddling do you do?
Hailey: My preference is slalom. That’s
racing down a river through gates while trying

to get the fastest time without touching or
missing gates. [’ve also raced in a kayak; it’s
more technical. Right now I’m chasing an
Olympic dream, but women can’t canoe in the
Olympics, only kayak. I am trying to change
that. This is the time when people are really
pushing for women in our sport. It’s our time.



Blake: What’s the best part about
paddling?

Hailey: I’ve met my best friends through
paddling. They’re passionate about what
I’m passionate about. When you spend your
summers living beside rivers and competing
with these people, you bond. I've always
been captivated by water, the sound, the
texture . . . paddling is a way for me to
connect with something that really intrigues
me. It makes you feel like “wow, not only is
this something I’ve always loved, it helps me
grow and makes me become the person [ am.”
I don’t know what I would do without it.

Blake: Are you ever scared?

Hailey: It is scary sometimes, but I think
that’s why I love it so much. It’s taught me that
sometimes overcoming your fears is the best
thing you can do. If you let fear take over your
life, you’ll never be able to do the things
you love.

Blake: How do you practice?

Hailey: I live on a river, no whitewater, just
flatwater. Starting around March, I train every
night on a course with gates. I lift weights, too.
In the winter I do a lot of Nordic skiing. It’s the
most intensive endurance sport in the world!

Blake: Tell me about the World
Championships last summer!

Hailey: It was one of the most incredible,
fun, and terrifying experiences of my life. Being
in a very different environment in a highly
competitive setting was intense. That’s where I
started getting nervous. I competed in women’s
canoe 1n two races. Pre-Worlds in Slovenia was
one of the best races of my life. Sometimes there
are runs where I get halfway down the course
and I realize I haven’t made any mistakes. |
placed fourth, competing against women up to
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40 years old. Then I went to Spain for Worlds,
where I placed 14th. I know I can make a
difference if I train harder. I think I can make it
to the top 10, or the podium, eventually.

Blake: What about Nationals?

Hailey: I told myself, “This is the year
I want to win Nationals; I need to win
Nationals.” This was another race where luck,
training, and determination paid off. I won!
You sit there in a state of shock for a little bit.
And then it really hits you.

Blake: What’s your family like?

Hailey: | have an older brother and sister
who are out of the house now. Both are
involved in the outdoors, too. We’re a very
outdoors-oriented family, and I grew up living
outside. If | had to say one thing that I was
grateful for, I'd say my family, for encouraging
my love of the outdoors.

Blake: When you’re not in a boat, what do
you like to do?

Hailey: My friends keep me sane. Also,
I love skiing! I enjoy backpacking, hiking,
mountain biking, running, camping, and
climbing. I love being in the outdoors.

Sometimes I like to just take a book
outside and read. If I don’t have to be inside,
I’m not going to be inside.

Blake: Any last words for our readers?
Hailey: Lots of people don’t want to be
like everyone else; they want to be unique.
For me, that won’t come from having a cooler
cell phone than my friends, or clothes that cost
more. For me, being unique is getting into the
outdoors and appreciating it in ways my
peers don’t.



€ In scction 1, the word competed means © According to Hailey, which kind of
paddling event is judged on tricks

A. taught others. , )
instead of racing?

tried to win.

B.
C. moved behind. A. wild water
D

. became a member. B. boater cross

C. playboating
D. slalom

O In section 2, what does Blake want
Hailey to do?
A take a short break @ Which action would Hailey most likely

. : be involved in?
. provide more details

B
C. show some movements A. making all the paddling events easier
D

B. having more than one winner at

. talk a little slower )
Nationals

C. staying indoors to read more about
whitewater

D. voting to allow women to canoe in
the Olympics

@ Explain why Blake’s choice of questions is important in the interview. Use information
from the interview to support your answer.



© How does Hailey feel when she is
paddling in a race?

A.

B.
C.
D.

afraid that she is not going to win
certain that everyone will support her
surprised by all the high water
scared but excited at the same time

@ In scction 5, the word overcoming
means

A.

B.
C.
D.

choosing.
hiding.
beating.
repeating.

@ Which statement from the interview is
an opinion?

A.

“That’s racing down a river through
gates while trying to get the fastest
time without touching or missing
gates.”

“I’ve met my best friends through
paddling.”

“If you let fear take over your life,
you’ll never be able to do the things
you love.”

“Sometimes there are runs where I
get halfway down the course and |
realize | haven’t made any mistakes.
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@ In scction 11, Hailey is most likely
telling readers that they should

A.
B.
C.

@ Explain why Hailey is “The Whitewater Queen.” Use
support your answer.

be themselves and do what they like.
see her as someone to look up to.
think seriously about learning and
playing a sport.

make the best choices in friendships.

information from the interview to
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