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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING 

3.1.1 Applies word identifi cation/ decoding strategies by identifying multi-syllabic words, by using 
knowledge of sounds, syllable types, or word patterns (including prefi xes, suffi xes, or variant spellings 
for consonants or vowels, e.g., bought) 

148403.002 D Common, CMN

q Which word has the same vowel sound 
as mint?

\ A. size
\ B. rice
\ C. night
\ D. fi fth

3.3.1 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings or relationships by identifying synonyms, antonyms, or homonyms/homophones; or 
categorizing words

172200.001 B Common, CMN

w The opposite of the word curved is

\ A. loop.
\ B. straight.
\ C. cut.
\ D. fancy.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

George Washington Carver
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 4 Reading.)

3.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by using 
information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main/central ideas or details

117881.000 C Common, CMN

e When George Washington Carver was 
a boy, why was he called the “plant 
doctor”?

\ A. He liked looking at plants near 
his home each morning.

\ B. He took care of the townspeople’s 
plants.

\ C. He knew more about plants than 
anyone else in town.

\ D. He grew plants near his home in 
Missouri.

3.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by using 
information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main/central ideas or details

117882.001 D Common, CMN

r Which sentence about George’s 
childhood is true?

\ A. George never learned to read or 
write.

\ B. George wanted to become a 
farmer.

\ C. George did not like the town 
where he was born.

\ D. George moved to a town where 
he could go to school.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING 

George Washington Carver
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 4 Reading.)

3.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by using 
information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main/central ideas or details

117883.000 C Common, CMN

t George studied hard for 20 years so he 
could

\ A. become a cotton farmer on his 
own land.

\ B. make products from plants.
\ C. learn how to use plants to help 

people.
\ D. grow peanuts and sweet potatoes.

3.8.5 Analyze and interpret informational texts, citing evidence where appropriate by making 
inferences about causes or effects

117884.000 B Common, CMN

y At fi rst, Southern farmers thought that 
growing peanuts and sweet potatoes 
would

\ A. kill their cotton plants.
\ B. earn them no money.
\ C. make their work harder.
\ D. use up the healthy soil.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

George Washington Carver
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 4 Reading.)

3.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes and base words, such as “un-covered;” 
or context clues; or other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries; or prior knowledge)

117889.002 Common, CMN

u Use the defi nitions below.

plant (noun): 1. a young tree, vine, or shrub

 (verb): 2. to put in the ground for growth

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word plant. Use the word 
plant in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

 Use the defi nitions below.

part (noun): 1. a piece of a whole

 (verb): 2. to break into pieces or to comb hair to one side

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word part. Use the word 
part in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING 

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a total of four original sentences/phrases. Sentence/phrase 1 and 2 show 
each meaning of the featured word. 

3
Response provides a total of three original sentences. Sentence/phrase 1 and/or 2 show 
each meaning of the featured word. 

2
Response provides a total of two original sentences. Sentence/phrase 1 and/or 2 show each 
meaning of the featured word. 

1

Response provides a total of one original sentence. Sentence/phrase 1 or 2 shows the 
meaning of the featured word. 

OR

Response is vague/minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Accept any sentence or phrase that refl ects an understanding of the featured words (a sentence or 
phrase is acceptable). Accept word forms that are plural/vary in tense/contain a suffi x (i.e., plants, 
planted, parts, parting, will plant, will part).
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

117889.002 Common, CMN

u Use the defi nitions below.

plant (noun): 1. a young tree, vine, or shrub

 (verb): 2. to put in the ground for growth

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word plant. Use the word 
plant in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

 Use the defi nitions below.

part (noun): 1. a piece of a whole

 (verb): 2. to break into pieces or to comb hair to one side

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word part. Use the word part 
in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a total of four original sentences/phrases. Sentence/phrase 1 and 2 show each meaning 
of the featured word. 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING 

SCORE POINT 3

117889.002 Common, CMN

u Use the defi nitions below.

plant (noun): 1. a young tree, vine, or shrub

 (verb): 2. to put in the ground for growth

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word plant. Use the word 
plant in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

 Use the defi nitions below.

part (noun): 1. a piece of a whole

 (verb): 2. to break into pieces or to comb hair to one side

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word part. Use the word part 
in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

Response provides a total of three original sentences. Sentence/phrase 1 and/or 2 show each meaning of 
the featured word. 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

SCORE POINT 2

117889.002 Common, CMN

u Use the defi nitions below.

plant (noun): 1. a young tree, vine, or shrub

 (verb): 2. to put in the ground for growth

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word plant. Use the word 
plant in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

 Use the defi nitions below.

part (noun): 1. a piece of a whole

 (verb): 2. to break into pieces or to comb hair to one side

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word part. Use the word part 
in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

Response provides a total of two original sentences. Sentence/phrase 1 and/or 2 show each meaning of the 
featured word. 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING 

SCORE POINT 1

117889.002 Common, CMN

u Use the defi nitions below.

plant (noun): 1. a young tree, vine, or shrub

 (verb): 2. to put in the ground for growth

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word plant. Use the word 
plant in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

 Use the defi nitions below.

part (noun): 1. a piece of a whole

 (verb): 2. to break into pieces or to comb hair to one side

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word part. Use the word part 
in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

Response provides a total of one original sentence. Sentence/phrase 1 or 2 shows the meaning of the 
featured word. 
OR
Response is vague/minimal.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

SCORE POINT 0

117889.002 Common, CMN

u Use the defi nitions below.

plant (noun): 1. a young tree, vine, or shrub

 (verb): 2. to put in the ground for growth

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word plant. Use the word 
plant in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

 Use the defi nitions below.

part (noun): 1. a piece of a whole

 (verb): 2. to break into pieces or to comb hair to one side

 Write your own sentences to show each meaning of the word part. Use the word part 
in each sentence.

 1. 

 2. 

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING 

George Washington Carver
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 4 Reading.)

3.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by using 
information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main/central ideas or details

117885.000 C Common, CMN

i George found that peanuts could be 
used to make

\ A. fl our.
\ B. candy.
\ C. soap.
\ D. shoe polish.

3.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings or relationships by selecting appropriate words to use in context, including content 
specifi c vocabulary (e.g., predator/prey, or words with multiple meanings) 

117886.001 A Common, CMN

o In paragraph 9, the word manufacturers 
means people who

\ A. make things.
\ B. grow things.
\ C. study things.
\ D. discover things.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

George Washington Carver
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 4 Reading.)

3.8.2 Analyze and interpret informational texts, citing evidence where appropriate by recognizing 
generalizations about text (e.g., identifying appropriate titles, assertions, or controlling ideas)

117887.001 D Common, CMN

1) What is the main idea of this passage?

\ A. George studied plants near his 
home.

\ B. George was called the plant 
doctor.

\ C. George learned how to read and 
write.

\ D. George was able to help many 
people.

3.1.1 Applies word identifi cation/ decoding strategies by identifying multi-syllabic words, by using 
knowledge of sounds, syllable types, or word patterns (including prefi xes, suffi xes, or variant spellings 
for consonants or vowels, e.g., bought) 

117888.001 A Common, CMN

1! The word owe rhymes with

\ A. know.
\ B. own.
\ C. town.
\ D. how.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING 

George Washington Carver
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 4 Reading.)

3.8.3 Analyze and interpret informational texts, citing evidence where appropriate by making basic 
inferences, drawing basic conclusions, or forming judgments/opinions about central ideas that are 
relevant

117890.001 Common, CMN

1@ Explain how George helped Southern farmers. Use details from the passage.

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of how George helped Southern farmers. 
Response includes relevant details from the passage. 

3
Response provides an explanation of how George helped Southern farmers. Response 
includes some relevant details from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of how George helped Southern farmers. Response 
includes limited details from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal. 

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Response may include:

• George worked hard to fi nd ways that farmers could improve their soil.

• George found that plants (sweet potatoes and peanuts) could be used for things other than food.

1. Sweet potatoes could be used to make fl our, candy, and shoe polish.

2. Peanuts could be turned into soap, ink, and dye.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

117890.001 Common, CMN

1@ Explain how George helped Southern farmers. Use details from the passage.

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough explanation of how George helped Southern farmers. Response includes 
relevant details from the passage. 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING 

SCORE POINT 3

117890.001 Common, CMN

1@ Explain how George helped Southern farmers. Use details from the passage.

Response provides an explanation of how George helped Southern farmers. Response includes some 
relevant details from the passage.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING

SCORE POINT 2

117890.001 Common, CMN

1@ Explain how George helped Southern farmers. Use details from the passage.

Response provides a partial explanation of how George helped Southern farmers. Response includes limited 
details from the passage.

SCORE POINT 1

117890.001 Common, CMN

1@ Explain how George helped Southern farmers. Use details from the passage.

Response is vague or minimal. 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 READING 

SCORE POINT 0

117890.001 Common, CMN

1@ Explain how George helped Southern farmers. Use details from the passage.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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