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@ The words aquarium and aquatic are alike in
meaning because both words relate to

A.

B.
C.
D

Reading

I have six keys on my key ring.

earth. @ Which sentence uses the word ring as it is
wind. used in the box?
water. A. The ring of the doorbell awakened
sky. the baby.
B. There was a beautiful, shiny ring at the
jewelry store.
C. The boxer stepped into the ring.
D. The ring around the moon predicted rain.




Read this article about the job of an ice-cream taster. Then answer the questions
that follow.

One Cool Job
Danielle S. Hammelef

What do you want to be when you grow up? A teacher? A doctor? An
astronaut? How about an ice-cream taster?

Yes, there really is a job that pays you to taste ice cream. Just ask John
Harrison, an “Official Taste Tester” at Dreyers/Edy’s Ice Cream for the past
21 years. Testing helps manufacturers to be sure of a product’s quality. During his
career Harrison has approved over 200 million gallons of the creamy dessert—as
well as developing more than 75 flavors, including cookies and cream.

Harrison jokes that ice cream is so much a part of his life that his blood
“runs sixteen percent butterfat.” Four generations of Harrisons have been “in”
ice cream, including his great-grandfather, who owned two ice-cream parlors in
New York City; his father, who owned a dairy-ingredients factory in Georgia; and
his uncle, who owned an ice-cream factory in Tennessee. At his uncle’s factory,
Harrison “tasted and ate” his way through high school and college as he learned
to make ice cream.

A Day in Dessert

Despite what you might think, there’s more to the job than just liking ice
cream, says Harrison, who has a degree in chemistry. He points out that a dairy or
food-science degree would be useful to someone wanting a career in this “cool”
field.

In a typical morning on the job, Harrison tastes and evaluates 60 ice-cream
samples—3 each from the 20 flavor batches produced the previous day. Starting
with vanilla and working up to stronger flavors like mint chocolate-chip, he slices
open each container.

Then he lets the ice cream warm up to about 12 degrees Fahrenheit. The
temperature in the storage freezer is -20 degrees. Most people eat ice cream at
between 0 and 5 degrees. But cold ice cream can numb the taste buds, Harrison
explains, so “You get more flavor from warmer ice cream, which is why some kids
like to stir it, creating ice-cream soup.”

Tasting with Your Eyes

While the ice cream warms up, Harrison looks over the samples and grades
each one on appearance. “Tasting begins with the eyes,” he explains. He checks
to see if the ice cream is attractive and asks himself, “Does the product have
the color expected from that flavor?” If there are added goodies, such as fruit,
chocolate chips, nuts, or fudge ribbons, he makes sure that they are evenly spread
throughout.

Next it’s time to taste! With his gold-plated spoon, which he uses to avoid the
aftertaste plastic or wood can give, Harrison skims the top of the sample, where
it’s warmest. Then he turns the spoon upside down and plops the spoonful onto his
tongue.



Swirl, Smack and. ..

“I’ve developed a way of tasting called the Three S’s,” he says. “First, [ swirl
the ice cream very quickly around in my mouth, completely coating my taste
buds. Then I smack my mouth several times very fast to warm up the ice cream
even more and to add air, to release the maximum flavor.” While swirling and
smacking, he tastes for balance between the cream, the natural flavors, and the
sweeteners. He also makes sure that the texture is smooth and creamy, not icy or
gummy.

You might expect swallow to be the taster’s third S. But after three to five
seconds of swirling and smacking, Harrison spits the sample into a bucket.
“That’s the worst part of my job,” he sighs, “spitting out the ice cream.”

The Taste of Success

But that doesn’t mean that Harrison never eats ice cream. To test the aftertaste,
he swallows one bite of each new flavor. And when he’s “oft-duty,” he eats
whatever flavors he chooses—and more than just one bite! Vanilla is his favorite.
At home he enjoys making ice cream and swirling goodies into it. “We’re all kids
when it comes to ice cream,” he says.

Thinking up new ideas, trying out new flavors, and taste-testing ice-cream
samples each day keeps Harrison busy but happy—working at one cool job.



€ In the first paragraph, the word approved

means
A. invented.

B. accepted.
C. corrected.
D. delivered.

@ According to the article, why do companies
test their ice cream?

A.

B.

to see how long it takes to freeze ice
cream

to find out what kind of ice cream people
like

to make sure they have the best kind of
ice cream

to compete against other ice-cream
manufacturers

@© Harrison’s early interest in working with ice
cream most likely came from his

A.

B.
C.
D

wanting to create new flavors.

earning a degree in chemistry.

spending time with family members.
thinking about different kinds of fun jobs.

@ Based on the article, eating very cold ice
cream causes someone to

A.
B.
C.
D.

add other flavors.

use a stronger spoon.
lose some of the flavor.
take smaller bites.

Read the sentence below and then answer the question that follows.

Despite what you might think, there’s more to the job than just liking ice cream.

@ Explain how Harrison shows that this statement is true. Use information from the article to support
your answer.



© In paragraph 6, the word attractive means

A.

B.
C.
D

simple.

familiar.
pleasing.
original.

@ According to the article, what happens right
after Harrison first tastes the ice cream?

A.
B.
C.

He swallows the ice cream.
He spits out the ice cream.

He adds another flavor of ice cream to
his mouth.

He moves the ice cream around in
his mouth.

[10)

1)

According to the article, which part of
Harrison’s job does he dislike the most?
A. swirling the ice cream

B. eating cold ice cream

C. spitting out the ice cream

D. testing the ice cream’s aftertaste

Which section includes information about
Harrison’s life away from work?

A. A Day in Dessert

B. Tasting with Your Eyes

C. Swirl, Smack and. ..

D. The Taste of Success

@ Explain what makes Harrison a successful ice-cream taster. Use information from the article to support
your answer.



Acknowledgments
The New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, and Maine Departments of Education wish to acknowledge and credit the following
authors and publishers for use of their work in the reading portion of the New England Common Assessment Program—2009.

“One Cool Job” (pp. 2-3) by Danielle S. Hammelef, as it appeared in Highlights for Children, July 2004. Copyright © 2004 by
Highlights for Children. Published by Highlights for Children, Inc.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.53500
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'ClientPDF\(1\)'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/A-1b, an ISO standard for the long-term preservation \\050archival\\051 of electronic documents.  For more information on creating PDF/A compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2500 2500]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


