October 14, 2005

MEMO TO:  Selected Superintendents of Schools, and NCLB/Title IA Coordinators

FROM:  Kathryn Manning, Director, Title IA Program

SUBJECT:  Comparability Requirement of Title IA Sec. 1120A for Fiscal Year 2006


Our records indicate that if your school administrative unit (SAU) is on the Comparability List (below) it has at least one multiple attendance area.  This means that for at least one grade span in your school district, students will attend different schools, depending on where they live.  Title IA of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) requires that such districts maintain comparability of local resources between the Title I schools and the non-Title I schools; or if all the schools at a grade span are Title I schools, then comparability of local resources must be maintained among the Title I schools.

Comparability requirements can be met two ways. 

1.  The school administrative unit may use the state established procedure for calculating comparability using student/instructional staff ratios or student/instructional staff salary ratios.  The Maine Department of Education has developed the Title IA Annual Comparability Report in accordance with the standards established by the US Department of Education.and posted it to the NCLB website noted below.  For Fiscal Year 2006, use October, 2005 data to complete this report.  OR

2.  The school administrative unit may establish and implement a districtwide salary schedule; a policy or written procedure to ensure equivalence among schools in teachers, administrators, and other staff; and a policy or written procedure to ensure equivalence among schools in providing curriculum materials and instructional supplies.  The records used to document equivalence must be kept on file at the school administrative unit, and the calculations performed to demonstrate that equivalence of the implemented policies or written procedures was met must be submitted to the Maine Department of Education, NCLB Clearinghouse, 23 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04330. 

The Comparability Report is due in this office no later than November 7, 2005.  If you determine that you have comparability problems, please contact Jackie Godbout immediately at 624-6705 to determine the extent and effect of non-comparability and possible responses.  


Posted to the NCLB web site at http://www.maine.gov/education/nclb/tia/comparability.htm is the law, a blank report with instructions, and a completed sample report. 
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