Title IIB Mathematics and Science Partnerships Grant FAQ’s

Q: Is there a limit on the monetary size of the grant?
There is no specific limit, but the Department intends to fund four or five grants of about $100,000 each.

Q: The Grant Application for  Mathematics and Science Partnerships states in its description that it is focusing on grades 6-12, but the objectives state that they are for high school students and teachers. The Gulf of Maine Research Institute focuses their two educational science programs on grades 5-8 students and teachers. Does this grant apply to grade levels 6 through 8?

Yes, The grant applies to any combination of grades between six and twelve.   As long as the proposal meets all of the grant requirements, it can serve grade levels 6 through 8.

Q:  Are these three year grants?

No.  The grants are one year in duration but a partnership can apply in subsequent years as long as it is going to serve an unserved Career and Technical Education Center or region.

Q: Will these grants be offered for five years?

At this time the Department plans to offer the grants for four or five years so that all Career and Technical Education Centers or Regions can be covered.  These grants are always dependent upon continued Federal funding for the Title IIB program.

Q: Does funding have to be divided evenly among principal partners?

The budget narrative should provide a reasonable explanation for the division of funds.  There is no requirement that funds be evenly distributed.

Q: Are school on the High need list the only ones that can be primary partners?

Yes.

Q: Why are Career and Technical Centers and Regions included in this RFP?

The Department believes that all students are capable of meeting Maine’s Learning Result sand including the Career and Technical Centers and Regions promotes this goal for those students.  The allowable activities also encourage some innovative proposals that will offer hands on learning and assessment alternatives to broaden the range of learning activities and assessments available to our students.

Q: Does the Institute for Higher Education have to be a teacher preparation program?

The primary partner must be a teacher preparation program but the Department encourages the involvement of faculty from IHE’s mathematics, sciences and engineering divisions are encouraged to be involved.  The objective is to combine expertise in content, and expertise in pedagogy to promote high quality instruction.

Q: Are students expected to demonstrate an increase in scores on the MEAs and SATs?

Proposals are required to provide some measure of student achievement but there are no specific requirements about the tool or instruments used to measure this achievement.  It could be a standardized test, a local assessment, or a performance assessment built into the project.

Q: Is this program focused on local effect or replication?

Proposals should provide evidence that they will meet local needs but with designs can be modified to be used in other locales.

Q: Does this RFP require matching grants?

No matching grants are required but partnerships are expected to attempt to coordinate with existing sources of Federal or State funding. 

Q: Does the IHE have to provide both teacher prep and principal prep?

The IHE that is a primary partner can have teacher prep and/or a principal prep program.

Q: What are the qualifications of a LEA? 

An LEA is a school or group of schools under one governing and fiscal authority.   To qualify as a primary partner, the particular school participating would have to be identified as "high need" by our definition in the RFP.  If you do not qualify as "high need" you could be a partner as long as you go in with another high need school.  It need not be in your district. 

Q: Can the CTE qualify as the LEA?

No.  Both the CTE and a high need LEA must participate.

Q: Can the CTE be SMTC (a college) instead of a high school?

No, the CTE primary partner must be a high school.  However, SMCT could participate as a non-primary partner.

Q: Are there any restrictions on what the money can be used for?

The RFP outlines all specifics.  

